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H E ſermon which gave riſe to 
the publication of theſe, having 
Mc, offered to the world as a ſermam 
of Yotick's, I hope the moſt ſerious... 4 

reader will find nothing to offend him, 
in my continuing theſe volumes under 8 


oe” Ione TA Teſt: it ſhould, þ Ix, ot 


5 


* 


33 


| the fen will ere che becker ; 
purpoſe, as Yorick's name is poſſi 
of the two the more known: an 
the ſecond will eaſe the mind Softhoſe. 


| who ſee Jeſt, and the dani 5 Wick 4 


lurks oo It," Where 0 ent 1 
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I ſup | 
public, that ie eee IE: | 
theſe ſermons, ariſes 
* the” favourable rec 
I ſermon given as a ſample of them n | 
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=. fnd neither [purchaſers nor readers, 


lo that I apprehended little hazard 
from a promiſe I made upon its re- 


publication, * That if the ſermon was 
liked, theſe ſhould be alſo at the 


ot world's ſervice ;” which, to be as 
| good as my word, tl y are here; and 


of them was compoſed. with any 
thoughts of being printed; they 
ha ve been haſtily written, and carry 


the marks of it along with them 


This may be no recommendation; 


1 mean it, however, as ſuch : for as 
the ſermons turn chiefly upon pbilan- 


thropy, and thoſe kindred virtues to it, 
upon, . hang all the law and the 
prophets, 4 ruſt they will be no leſs 
felt, or worſe bee for the evi- 


4 


but could 


1 pray to Gop,, they may do it the 
Lervice ! wiſh. I have little to fay in 
their behalf, except this, that not one 


] dence they bear of proceeding more 


from the heart than the head. I have 


ing to add, but that the reader, 
upon old and beaten ſubjects, muſt 


not look for many new thoughts, 


tis well if he has new language: in 
three, PE. fu en where he has 


ua | | neither 5 


| 7 'R E FA: CE. W. 1 
: neither the one nor the other, hae 1 


quoted the author I made free with. 


There are ſome other paſſages, 


- where I ſuſpect I may have taken the 
ſame liberty; — but tis only ſuſpicion, 
for I do not remember it is fo, other- 

wiſe I ſhould have reſtored them to. 
their proper owners; ſo that I put it 

in here more as a general ſaving, than 

from a conſciouſneſs of having much 

to anſwer for upon that ſcore. In 
this, however, and every thing elſe 
which I offer or ſhall offer to the 
world, I reſt, with a heart much at 
eaſe, upon the protection of the hu- 
mane and candid, from whom I have 
received many fayours, for which I 
beg leave to return ther thanks— 
thanks. HR ger +... 
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The Caſe of Ein, and the Widow: oth Zen- 
phath, conſidered. A 1 . 5 


Phatifee a and Publican/ in Mt 1 


eee VI. 


. 
a 12 


| Vindication of 

TITEL AM 2111 

; $1. oy" . Time and C 1 FY f c 285 11 1 
5 8 ER MO N 2” 1 


The Character "Po. Prez eached on Thnocents: 


Day. | 
T - 
Job's Account. of, the Shortneſs. and 'Troubles's 

| Life, confidered- 1 
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'The Caſe of Hezekiah 1 the _ Meſſengers. 
Preached at Paris. 
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Nen Mercies conſidered. + On the Fever 
din of his preſent Majeſty 
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. Fan of man, is after e 
1 iti is the fieſt and ſtrongeſt deſine of his na- 
0 een ee ſtage of his life, he ſearches for 
it, as for; hid; treaſure d courtssit under ar thou- 
ſand different ſhapes grrand, though perpetually = 
diſappointed.— ſtill perſiſts—xurs1 after, and in 
quires. for it JAafreſh--- aſks every paſſenger we 
comes in his way, Mo will ſbæu bim any, gad? 


who will aGf him in;the. attainmen-ef it, or 


direct 54g the cougry: of this great end of all 
his. wiſh 88 An #72 Jarl 24 or. 111 bg. 10. 10 Bol 
le is #019 by One, 10 fearch ter it amongſt tha 
more gay and youthful pleaſures of life, in ſcen 
of mirth and ſprightlineſs,. Where happineſs. ever ever 
preſides, and i 14 EYET to be k N 
og which bee avll ſees (ak. ONCE 


22 2882 187 i] 11 51 8 © #1 112 1 is Jens 


A 5 with a graver;.aſpe&,; points out 


ta the, coſtly dwellings which pride and extrava- 
gance have erected : tells the inquirer, that the 
Rs he is In ſe uch of inhabits , ;5r5that 


OBA AT * 4 NM} 2 5. | 


11th // ,_ _ happineſs. 


1 8 E R M ON I. 
happineſs lives only in company with the great, 
in the midſt of much pomp and out ward ſtate :--- 
© _ that he Will eaſily find Hef out by{the coat of ma- 
ny colours ſhe has on, and the great luxury, and 
_ expence of equipage and ee with which 
ſhe always fits ſurrounded./ | 
The miſer bleſſes Gop! wonders "HE any 
one would miſlead, and wilfully put him upon ſo 
wrong a ſcent---convinces him that happineſs and 
Extrav ce never inhabited under the "fame 
roof; that if he would not be difappointed i in 
his ſearch, he muſt look into the plain -andthrif- 
ty . of the Ae ew, who knows: and 


ties for vet, 2 are © the chief wteeiitenlehi 5 
form this great idol of human Worſhip, to which. 
fo much incenſe is offered up every day. 
I be epicure, though he eaſly” reQifies ſo-grofs . 
a miſtake} yet at the ame time he 'plunges him, 
if poſſible, into a greater; for, hearing the ob. 
JeQ | : of his purſuit to be happineſs, and knowing : 
of no other happineſs than what is ſeated imme- 
diately in the ſenſes—he-ſends the inquirer there; 
— tells him 'tis in vain to ſearch elſewhere for! it, 
than where Nature herſelf has placed it in 
the indulgenee and gratification of the appetites, 
which are given us for that end: and, in à word, 
—if he will not take his opinion inthe matter 
he may truſt the word of a much wiſer” man, 
Who has aſſured us that there is nothing better 
in this 3 than that a mar ſhoul# eat and. 
90197721 | drink, 


: 55 
ts 


| happineſs in this world _ wat of MAE Nu 


ling in the full career of this purſuit ſt 


| far gone cut of his way. Tot Treo dw ITO ITER FEARS 
been basti r 


Cf OS, OS... 


of ever accompliſhing what he wants---nor' 


ET Ew TY 


drink, NPY rejvice/i in RE! e 8 EAT 
foul enjoy good in his labour for that is his portion; 


. * 2 
3 =. 1 . "4 
0 N : x $I 8 
* 1 x : * 
, 1 42 . # 
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To teſeue him from this brutal experiment, 
Ambition takes him by the — and 1 | 


him into the world, 
doms of the earth, and the book of t 


points out the many ways of advancing: _ 
tune, und raiſing himſelf te h 
fore his eyes all the charms and bewitchingtemp- 


2 lays der 


tations of power, and afks if there 'can b any 


To cloſe all, the 7 philofophier meet him b bi 15 7 
— tells him, if he is in ſearch of happineſs, he is 
That this deity has one 


noiſe and tumults; Where there was no reſt found 
for her, and was fled into ſolitude, far from alf 


commerce of the world; and; in a word; if he 
would find her, he muſt leave this buſy and in- 
triguing ſcene, and go back to that peaceful ſcene 


of retirement and Fünen ren en, he at firſt 
ſot tis fen HY Yo t e eee 
In this irh gen oftet bell rum; tries all 
riments, and generally fits down weury ind 


T6 


diffatisßed with them all at laſt in utter Gelpair : 


ing what to truſt to after ſo many diſappointments, 
or where to lay the fault, whether in the 
city of his own wrden __ ith of th 
enjoymetits: therkifelves: nn e 16 een 

In this unvertait and perplexe' 4 ate 8 
out knowledge which way to turn, or where to 
betake ourſelves for refuge ſo often abuſed and 


deceived 11 995 r e pretend thus = 
5 FEE en 2 10 Aud EE” 5 | 


32341 { 


: W = 8 E R N OL 
s any good Lon p! ſays the plamiſt, . 


che light of thy | countenance upon us. Send us 
ſome rays of thy grace and heavenly wiſdom, in 
this benighted ſearch after happineſs, to direct us 

ſafely to it. OGop let us not wander for ever 


without a guide in this dark region, in endleſs 


purſuit of our miſtaken good; but enlighten our 


eyes, that we ſleep not in death open to them 


the e Go ny ew word and —— J 


make us e tbe joy ANC badete of ling 
in the true faith and+fear'of-' 


be-—that ſure haven, where true joys are to be 


found, which will at length not only anſwer all 


our expectations but ſatisfy the mos mebounded: 
ans aur wiſhes for ever and ever. 
The words thus eee ee dee the 


remaining part of the diſcourſe under two heads? 


The firſt part of the verſe there be _ 
e that ſay, who will ſhew. us! any good? 

make ſome reflections upon the inſuffcieney wo 
moſt of our enjoyments towards the attainment 
of happineſs, upon ſome of the mei nen 


* 


plans on which tis generally ſought. 1 


The examination of which will lends us vp to · 
the ſource, and true ſecret of all happineſs, ſug- 
geſted to us in the latter part of the verfe— 
« Loxp I lift thou up the light of thy counte- 
cc, 2 NANCE upon us.“ That there can be no real 
happineſs without religion and virtue, and the, 
aſſiſtance of Gop's grace and Holy e to * 5 


rec our lives: in the true purſuit of it. 
Let us inquire into the b 


man happineſs, on ſome of the moſt received plans 5 
on Which it is generally 8 for and e cpeE ed 5 | 


by the bulk of mankind. 
There. 


can carry us to this haven of reſt ter we. was : 


guns <4 oa wy 8 


71 E R abs NN: 


There is hardy any fubjo@ more eshaulted, 
or which, at one time or" ther, has afforded more” | 
matter for argument and declamation, aa” 
one, of the» inſufficiency; of dur enjoymenti» 
Scarce a reformed ſenſualiſt, from Solomon down 
to our own n days, who has . in ſome fits of ; 
reflefigh upon. the emptineſs of Aud pleaſure; 
and of the vanity of vanities which diſcovers it- 
ſelf in all the purſuits of mortal man. But th 
chief has been, that though f 
things ie ene have gener 
' the fate to e” | ered either is the 
ings of diſguſt from ſated appetites, Which 4 
no longer reliſn the pleaſures of life, or as the 
declamatory opinions of recluſe and ſplenetic men 
who had never taſted them at all, ang, conſe- 
quemntly, were thought no j udg | 
Socthat tis no great wander if the greateſt part 
of ſueh reflections, however Juſtin themſelves 
and founded on truth, and à Knowledge of the 
world, are found to. leave little impreſſion, Where 
the imagination was already heated with great & 
pectations of future — and that the beſt! 
lectures that have been read upom the vanity of} 
the world, ſo. _ | flop a man in the purſuit of 
the object of his defife, or give him half the consd 
viction that the 1 — of it will, and What 
the experience of his on life, or a careful ob- 
ſervation upon the life of others, do at length ge 
nefelly; confirey to u r e e, 
Let us endeavour, then, to u the. xe upon 
this iſſue; andi inſtead of recuming to the 94 
mon arguments, or taking any one's word in the 
| et leh ene 2 1 if, gibi” 


"Wie, of the matter} s 5 3 


My E 14 R 10 | 0 A 55 1 


are not to be accounted; for n other piin- 
ciple, but this of the mſufficiency of our emo 
ments, "twill go further towards the eftabluſhnient 
| oh the truth of this part of the diſcourſe, than 4 


- thouſand: fpeculative arguments which might” be 


offered. upon the occaſion.) 'f” Warp. tee o e: 
Now, if we take a ſarvey of the life of man; 
from the time he is come to reaſon, to the lateſt: 
decline of it in old age we fhall find him enga- 
ged, and generally hurried on in ſuch a ſucceſſion 
cf different: Turf, and different opinion of 
- the different ſtages of his life-— 

as with admit. of no explieation bat this, that he! 
finds nd reft for the fole of his foot, Sn of the: 
Plans where he has been ted to expef' it. 

The moment he is got looſe from waters and 
rnors, and is let eo judge for himſet, and 
E ſchetme his 0 ——his. firſt 
thoughts are: generally full of iche mighty appi-. 
_ nes which he is going" to enter upon, from the 
free enjoyment of the pleaſures in ee e foes | 
others of his age and fortune engaged. 

_ In. conſequence of this take notes; how! 
his imagination is caught by every glittering ap- 
pearance that flatters this beer eee 
what. impreſſions are made upon his ſenſes, by 
diverſions, muſic, dreſs and beauty- and how' 
his ſpirits are upon the wing, flying in purfuit of” 
them; e would think he could never bare 

"_ TCC 

Leave hien to hümſelf a few! years,” FI 5 
edge of appetite is worn down——and yoü will 
ſcarce know him again. To Will find him er- 
tered into engagements, and ſetting up for a ma 
of buſineſs and conduèt, talking no other hap- 


mm but what centers in Oy of making nr 


** 
7 


„ aa 


dren, and children's children after; them. Ea. 
mine his notions, he will tell you, that the .gayer 
pleaſures, of yguth,, are fit only. Ur ily and | 


know not 3 diſpoſe of tha 
to better” advantage. That .hawe VET. 


promiſing they might appear to a man hots > x 85 


in them they were no batter than life of folly 


and impestinence,- and ſo fur; from anſwering 


your expectation of happineſs, ? twas well if you | 
n. That in every enperiment 
he had tried, he had found mote bitter then 


1 


| ſweets. and for the little pleaſure one-could ſnatch 
Dit too often left a terrible ſting behind it? be- 
| ſides, did the balance lie on the other ſide, he 
vould tell you, there could be no true fatisfaQion, 
where a life runs on in ſo giddy a eirele, ont of 


as he can, that he may begin to lock forwards. 


That it becomes a man of character and con | 


ſequence to lay aſide childiſh things, to take-care 
of his intereſts, to eſtabliſh the fortune of his fa- 
mily, and place it out of want and dependence: 


and, in a word, if there is ſuch a thing as . 


neſs upon earth, it muſt conſiſt in the fieeor 
pliſhment of this; and, for his q wn part, x Go » 


to bear—he ſhall. be one of. the happieſt of the 
ſons of men — 


| drudges- | -plats—dontrives—xiſes early— 


at length, by hard\ labour and perſeverance, he 
has reached, if not outgone, the qbject he had 


be will make no 


- ferp ple 


ſhould proſper his endeavours, i fo,as to be worth 
ſuch a ſum, or to be able to bring ſuch a point 


n full aſſurance of this, on he 
takes reſt, | 9 eats the bread of carefylneſs 3 till 


firſt in nene hen he has got thus far —if he 


a 
F 


which a wiſe man ſhould extricate himſelf as ſoon / i 


„% s E R 1 O W L 
ſeruple to ene wy what Alteraticn he 
has found in himſelf if you aſk him he will 
tell you, that his imagination painted ſomething 
before his eyes, the reality of Which he has not 
t attained to: that with all the accumulation 
of his wealth, he neither liyes the merrier, ſleeps 
the ſounder; or has leſs care and anxiety _ his 
ſpirits, than at his firſt ſetting out. 

t Perhaps, you'll fay, ſome dignity, honour, or 
title only is wanting—Oh! could I accompliſh 
that; as there would be nothing left then for me 
to wiſh, good GoDI how happy ſhould I be ? 
"Tis fill the ſame the dignity or title—though 
they crown his head with honour— add not 
one cubit to his happineſs. Upon ſumming up the 
account, all, all is found to be ſeated merely in 
the imagination The faſter he has e the | 
. faſter the phantom fled before him; and, 
the Satyriſt's compariſon of the chariot: pony 
Haſte as they will, _—_y muſt for ever * the 
ſame diſtance. * 

But what? though e bon; this” far difap- 
pointed in my expedtations of happineſs from the 
poſſeſſion of riches Let me try, whether I 
e ſhall not meet with it, in the e 1 ag 
e faſhionable enjoyment. of them“ 

Behold! I will get me down, and ne; me 
gr works, and build me houſes, and plant me 
vineyards, and make me gardens and pools of 
water. And I will get me ſervants and maidens, 
and whatſoever wy een T with not 8 
from them. * 

In proſecution of bir 1e digs all geist pur- 77 
ſuits- withdraws himſelf from the buſy part of 
the world realizes— pulls "down: builds ws | 
+. eee ſtatues, Ppitures—plants- 
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fills up kn pj Heal into Gy rio y and 
ground into rivers, Says unto this man; 'Go, 
and he:gotth { and unte another, Da this, and 
doeth it; — and whatſbe ver his ſoul luſteth after” of _ 
this kind, he with-holds not from it. When 
every thing is thus planned by himſelf, and exe- 
cuted according to his wiſh and direction, ſurely : 
he is arrived to the accompliſhment of his wiſhes, 
and has got to the ſummit of all human happi- 
neſs ?—Let the moſt fortunate adventurers i in this 
way anſwer tlie queſtion for him} and fay—how 
often it riſes higher than a” bate” irs ſimple 
amuſement arid well, if you can "compound for 
that—ſince tis often purchaſed at ſo high a price, 
and ſo ſoured by a mixture of other incidental 
vexations, as to become too often a work of re. 
pentanice; which in the end will extort the ſame 
ſorrowful confeſſion from him, which'it did from 
Solomon in the like caſe Lo! I locked on all 
the works that my hands had wroughf, and on 
the labour that I had laboured to do and behold 
all was vanity and vexation of ſpif I. there 
was no profit to me under the ſun. 5 21909 20 

IJ0o inflame this account che more—twill be 
no miracle if, upon caſting it up, he bas gone | 
farther lengths than he firſt intended, run into 
expences which have entangled his foftune, and 
brought himſelf into ſuch difficulties as to make 
way for the laſt experiment he can try and that 
is to turn miſer, with no happineſs in view but 
what is to riſe out of the little deſigns of a ſordid 
mind, ſet upon ſaving and Apt bs. 7 all he has 
injudiciouſſy ſpent. 

In this laſt lage—behold him a poor trembling 
wretch, ſhut up from all nnn into 

0 4 utter 


4 


utter conteept 5 Wis days and fleep- | 
leſs jo in deere, ee narrow and con- 
t re . us Here | 


7 eyes pill. never be e. with ee or le 
For whom do I labour and bereave 28 15705 
reſt : This is alſo a fore tra se. 
I believe this is no uncommon ln tabs | 
intments of human life—and: the manner 
our pleaſures and enjoyments ſlip from under us. 
in every ſtage. of our life. And though I would 
not be thought by it, as if I was denying the 
reality of pleaſures, or diſputing the being of 
them, any more than one would the reality of 
pain—yet I muſt obſerve on this head, that there 
5s plain diſtinction to be made betwixt pleaſure 
and happineſs. For tho? there can be no happi- 
neſs without pleaſu the converſe of the 
ropoſition will not hold kur We are ſo made, 
that from the common gratifications of our appe - 
tites, and the impreſſions of a thouſand objects, 
we ſnatch the ane, like a tranſient , with- 
out being ſuffered to taſte the other, and enjoy. 
that perpetual ſun-ſhine and fair weather which 
5 conſtantly attend it. This, Lcontend, is only to 
be found in neligion—im the conſciouſneſs of virtue 
—and the ſure and certain hopes of a better life, 
which brightens all our proſpects, and leaves no 
room to dread giſappointments—becaule the ex- 
pectation of it is built upon a rock, whoſe foun- 
dations are as deep as thoſe of heaven and hell. 
And tho' in our pilgrimage thr this ghd | 
— ſome of us may. be A fortunate ky, ome with 
ſome clear fountains by the way, that may cool, 
ah a few moments, the heat of this gear fi | 
o 


and by reaſon that it always muſt be ſo. 


J conclude with a ſhort, 5 upon Solo- 5 


mon” s evidence in this caſe. 
Never did the buſy brain of s 


more pains and ardour than this great man did af- 
ter happineſs.— He was one of the wiſeſt in- 


quirers into nature—had tried all her powers and 
capacities, and after a thouſand vain ſpeculations | 


and vile experiments, he affirmed, at length, it 
lay hid in no one rin he had tried—like the 
chymic's projections, | had ended in ſmoke, or 


what was worſe, in vanity and vexation of ſpirit: 
the concluſion of the whole matter was this 


that he adviſes every man who would be happy, 
to fear GoD and * his commandments. . 


- 


Jean and heQic i 
chymiſt ſearch for the philoſopher's ſtone with 
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of happineſs—yet our Saviour, who knew the 
world, tho* he enjoyed but little of it, tells us, 
that whoſoever drinketh of this water will thirſt 
again:—and we all find by experience it is ſo, 
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\H A TI 3 let us hear the wiſe 5 
man's reaſoning upon it—for that is the 
end of all men, and the living will lay it to his 
. heart : ſorrow is better than laughter — for a 


crack d-brain'd order of Carthuſian monks, 1 
grant, but not for men of the world. For what 


1 do you imagine, has Gop made us? 
for the ſocial ſweets of the well-watered vallies 


where he has planted. us, or for the dry and dif- . 
mal deſerts of a Sierra Morena? are the ſad ac- *© 
cidents of life, and the uncheary hours which per- 
petually overtake us, are they not enough, but $##F 
we muſt fally forth in queſt of them.—belye out 


own hearts, and ſay, as your text would have us, 


that they are better than thoſe of joy? did the 


Beſt of Beings ſend us into the world for this 
end—to go weeping through it. to vex and 
ſhorten a life ſhort and vexatious enough already? 
do you think, my good preacher, that he who is 
infinitely happy, can envy us our-enjoyments? or 
that a being ſo infinitely kind would grudge a 
mournful traveller the ſhort reſt and refreſhments 
neceſſary to ſupport his ſpirits thro* the ſtages of 
a weary, pilgrimage ?. ? or that he would call him to 
B 2 a ſe ere 


Rr 
3 — — 2 * 
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a ſevere reckoning, becauſe in his way he had 


haſtily. ſnatched at ſome little fugacious pleaſures, 
merely to ſweeten his uneaſy journey of life, and 


reconcile him to the fuggedneſs of the road, and 
the many hard juſtlings he i is ſure to meet with? 
Conſider, I beſeech you, e proviſion and 
accommodation, the Author of our being has pre- 


pared for us, that we might not go on our way. 


ſorrowing = how many caravanſatas of % ee 


powers and faculties he has given us for takin 


hat apt objects he has placed in our wa Fo 
entertain us;—ſome of which he has made ſo, fair, 
ſo exquiſitely fitted for this end, that they hav have 
power over us for a time to chatm away the ſehſe 


of pain, to chear up the dejected heart under po- 
verty and ſickneſs, and make it go and temerhh er 


2 : F its miſeries no more. _ 


I will not contend, at preſent, againſt this 


rhetoric; I would chodle rather, for a moment, 
to go on with the allegory, and fay we are tra- 


vellers, and, in the moſt affecting ſenſe of that 
idea, that like travellers, though upon buſineſs _ 


of the laſt and neareſt concern to us, may furely 
be allowed to amuſe ourſelves with the natural or 
artificial beauties of the country we are paſſing 


through, without reproach of forgetting the maln 
errand we are ſent upon; and if we can fo ofder 
it, as not to be led out of the way, by the Va- 
riety of proſpegs, edifices, and ruins which ſo- 
licit us, it would be a nonſenſical Piece of ſaint- 
errantry to ſhut our eyes. 

But let us not loſe Renne of the argument in 
purful of the ſimile. 

Let. us remember, various as our evcichih 
are, ——that we have till ſet our faces towards 
Feruſlem—th a: we have a place of reſt ard hap- 

| pineſs, 
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pigeſs, W n We. ee 0 . the 


way to get there is not ſo much to pleaſe our 


hearts as to improve them in virtuę z that mirth 
and feaſting are uſually no friends io atchiever 
ments of this-kind+ but that 4 ſeaſon of affliction 
is in ſome fort a ſeaſon-of. piety——net only be- 
cauſe our ſufferings are apt to : put us in mind of 
our ſins, but that by the check and interruption _. 
which tliey give to our purſuits, they allow us 
what the hurry and. buſtle of the world too often 
deny us, — and that is, a little time for reflection, 
which is all that maſt of us want to make us wiſer 
and beiter men that at certain times it is fo 
neceſſary a man's mind ſhould be turned towards 
jtſelf,.. that rather than want occaſions, he had 
better purchaſe them at the expence of his preſent 
. had better, as the text FANS {7 | 
£9 te the houſe of mourning, whore he will 
jus with ſomething te ſubdue his paſnons, than 


| 2 the houſe of feaſting, where the joy and gaiety 


of the . place is likely to exeite them: — That 
whereas the entertainments and careſſes of the 
ons place, expoſe his heart, and lay it open to 
temptations the ſorrows of the other defend it, 
and as naturally ſnut them from it. 80 ſtrange 
and unaecountable a creature. is man he is ſo- 
framed, that he cannot but purſue happineſs—. - 
and yet, unleſs. he is made ſometimes miſerable, 
how apt is he to miſtaka the way which can only 
lead him. to. dhe Spexrnpliſhenent. Lan his own 
wiſhes ! 

This is the fall Towne! of the ile man's 1 
ratian But te do further juſtice to his words, I 
will endeavour: ta bring the ſubje&t ſtill nearer. — 
Far which purpaſe, it will be neceſſary; to ſtep- 


bmw n take a tranſient vie w of the two places 
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huere referred td fed of eee and 
the houſe of Feaſting.— Give me leave therefore, 
I beſeech you, to recal both of them for a mo- 
ment to your imaginations, that from thence 1 
may appeal to your hearts, how faithfully, and 
upon what grounds, the effefts and natural ope- 
rations of each 1 our minds are tap in 
the tent. 
And firſt, let us look into the jails of Feaſting. 


And here; to be as fair and candid as poſſible 


in the deſcription of this, we will not take it from 
the worſt originals, ſuch as are opened merely for 
the ſale of virtue, and ſo calculated for the end, 
that the diſguife each is under not only gives power 
fafely to drive on the bargain, but Tony! to ny 
it into execution too. 
This we will not ſappofe to > be the . dor 
let us even imagine, the houſe of feaſting, to be 
ſuch a ſcene of intemperance and exceſs, as the 
houſe of feaſting does often exhibit ;—but let us 
take it from one, as little exceptionable as we 
can—where there is, or at leaſt appears nothing 
really criminal — but where every thing ſeems to 
be kept within the viſible bounds of rn 
and ſobriety. | 
Imagine then ſuch a 15605 off ſeating where; 
either by conſent or invitation, a number of each 
| ſex is drawn together, for no other purpoſe but 
the enjoyment and mutual entertainment of each 
other, which we will ſuppoſe ſhall ariſe from no 
other pleaſures but what cuſtom authoriſes, and 
religion does not abſolutely ſorbid. Hh 
Before we enter —let us examine, what muſt 
be the ſentiments of each individual previous to 
his arrival, and we ſhall find, that however they 
_ differ from one another” in tempers, and 


ol opinions, 


* 


as 5 hi ed going to a houſe — to joy ad Würth, ; 
it was fit he ſhould diveſt himſelf of whatever was 
likely to contradict that intention, or be inconſiſt- 


ent with it That, for this purpoſe, he had left 


his cares his ſerious thoughts and his moral re- 


flections behind him, and was come forth from 
home with only ſuch diſpoſitions and gaiety of 
heart as ſuited the oecaſion, and promoted the in- 
tended mirth and jollity of the place.— With this 
preparation of mind, which is as little as can be 


ſuppoſed, ſince it will amount to no more than a 


deſire in each to render himſelf an acceptable gueſt, 
| —let us conceive them entering into the houſe of 
Feaſting, with hearts ſet looſe from grave reſtraints, 


and open to the expectations of receiving pleaſure. 


It is not neceſſary, as I premiſed, to bring intem- | / 


perance into this ſcene—or to ſuppoſe ſuch an ex- 
ceſs in the gratification, of the appetites. as ſhall 
ferment the blood, and ſet the deſires in a flame i= 


Let us admit no more of it, therefore, than will 


gently ſtir them, and fit them ſor the impreſſions, 
which ſo benevolent a commerce will naturally 
excite, ' In this diſpoſition, thus wrought upon 
before-hand and already improved to this purpoſe, 
take notice how mechanically the thoughts and 
ſpirits riſe—how ſoon, and inſenſibly, they ate 
got above the pitch and firſt bounds winch cooler 


hours would have marked. 


When the gay and uihng aſpe& of things wy : 


begun to leave the paſſages to a man's heart thus 


thoughtleſsly unguarded—when kind and cateſſing 
looks of every object without, that can flatter his 


ſenſes, have conſpired with the enemy within, to 


betray him, and put him off his defence When 
0 . has lent her aid, du tried her 
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power upon his paſſions, - when the irn of; ſing- 
ing men, and the voice of ſinging women, with 
the ſound of the viol and the lute have broke in up- 
on his ſoul, and in ſome tender notes have touch- 
ed the ſecret ſprings of rapture — that moment let 
us diſſect and look into his heart —ſee how vain! 


how weak! how empty a thing it is! Lock through 


its ſeveral receſſes, thoſe pure manſions formed 
for the reception of innocence and virtue———ſad 
fpeQacle! Behold thoſe fair inhabitants now diſ- 
poſſeſſed turned out of their ſacred dwellings, to 
make room — for what at the beſt for levity 
and indiſcretion — perhaps for folly —it may be for 
more impure gueſts, which poſſibly, in ſo general 
a riot of the mind and ſenſes, may take occaſion | 
to enter unſuſpected at the ſame time, | | 
In a ſcene and diſpoſition thus daferibad—ran 
the moſt cautious ſay—T'hus far ſhall my deſires 
go——ard no farther? or will the cooleſt and 
molt. eircumſpect ſay; when pleaſure has taken 
Sull poſſeſſion | of his heart, that no thought nor 
purpoſe ſhall ariſe there, which he would have 
ö . In thoſe looſe and unguarded mo- 
ments the imagination is not always at command 
— in ſpite of reaſon and reflection, it will force- 
ably carry him ſometimes whither he would. not— 
like the unclean ſpirit, in the . parent's. fad de- 
ſcription of his child's caſe, which took him, and 
oft-times caſt him into the fire to deſtroy him; 
and whereſoever it taketh him, it ae "me, 
and hardly departeth from him. a 
But this, | you'll ſay, is the worſt account of | 
what the mind may ſuffer here. ako 15 
Why may we not make more faromrable has? 
poſitions ?—that. numbers, by exerciſe and cuſtom. 
10 en eee * ehr to m_ 


$i | 
12 ! SO. ba 


the. more fortunate adventurers.?——ang though 


and triumph 
many are not io Fac 2 warm. N ons, 
of, fo. bagly fortified. ore. them, that pleaſure 

Id . eafily corrupt or. ſoften them 1427 it 


Would be hard to ſuppoſe, of the great multitudes | 


2 daily throng and preſs into this houſe of 
Ins but thay numbers come out of it again, 
55 all the inggcence with which they entered; 
—-and that if both ſexes are included in the com- 
putation, what fair examples {ball we {ze of many 
of ſo pure and chaſte a turn af minde- that the 
houſe of feaſting, with all its charms and temp- 
tations, was never able to excite à thought, ar 
awaken an inclipation, Which virtue need to bluſh 
at- or which the moſt ſcrupulous conſciencemight - 


not ſupport: , Go. forbid we ſhould. ſay other» - | 


- viſe:---no doubt, numbers of all ages eſcape un- 
hurt, and get off this dangerous Nr. without ſhip- 
wreck. Vet, are they not to he reckoned amongſt 


one would pot abſolutely prahibit the attempt, ar 

be ſo cynical.as to condemn. ry we one who tries 

it, ſince there are. ſo many, I ſuppoſe, who: gan 

not well do otherwiſe, ; aud. whole condition. and 

ſituation in life unavoidably farce them upon it — 

2 We 1270 be allowed to deſeribe this fair and 
tering coaſt---we: may point gut the unſuſpe 


en dangers of it, and warn the pnswäry palſenger,.. | 


where they ye. We: may ſhew him what ha- 
zards his yah and inexperience. will run, how 
little he can gein by the venture, aud how much 
Viſer 8 it would he [38 35 implied in the 
next] 0 ſock occakops: rather. 46 improve his 
little ſtock af virtue, Wan jnoawignf(y expel. it 
10 ſo une qual chance, where th beſt he can 
hope is to retwn fake with what treaſpre he cag- 


1 


Tied lt. rb s To he may be ſo - 
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| unfortunate as to loſe 1 it all---be loſt himfelf, a 0 
undone for ever.. - oo 
Thus much for the 1 of Feaſting 85 EY L 
* the way, though generally open at d et times 5 5 
of the year throughout thi world, 1s. PART, | 
in Chriſtian countries, now every where io be 
univerſally ſhut up. And, in truth, T have been 
more full in my cautions. againſt i it, not only as 
reaſon requires, but in reverence. to this ſea- 
ſon *, wherein our church exaQs a more particu- 
lar forbearance and ſelf-denial * in this point, and 
thereby adds to the reſtraints upon pleaſure and 
entertainments which this repre entation of things 
has ſuggeſted againſt them already. 
Here then, let us turn afide from this gay 
ſcene; and ſuffer me to take you with me for a 
moment to one much fitter for your meditation. 
Let us go into the houſe of Mourning, made fo 
by ſuch afflictions as have been brought in, mere- 
ty by the common croſs accidents and diſaſters to 
which our condition is expoſed,---where, per- 
haps, the aged parents fit broken-hearted, pierced 
to their ſouls with the folly and indiſcretion of a 
thankleſs child---the child of their prayers, in 
whom all their hopes and expeQations centred : 
perhaps a more affecting ſcene---a virtuous fa- 
mily lying pinched with want, where the unfor- 
tunate fupport of it, having long ſtruggled with 
a train of misfortunes, and bravely - fought up 
againſt them---is now piteoufly borne down at the 
laſt---overwhelmed with a cruel blow which no 
forecaſt or frugality could have prevented. · O 
' Go ! look upon his afflictions Behold him diſ- 
tracted with many ſorrows, furrounded with the 
tender pledges of his love, and the partner of his 
n ONT bread to | them,---unable, from 
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the remembrance ah better dehe, to dig to 

beg, aſhamed... 25 

When we enter inte — wh houſe 5 "Mourning : 

Crd as this->-it is impoſſible to inſult the 47 — | 
tunate even with an improper. look. Under hat: 
ever levity and. diſſipation of heart ſuch. objects 
catch our eyes, - they catch likewiſe. our atten- 
tions, collect and call home our ſcattered 5 
thoughts, and exerciſe them with wiſdom. A 
98 ſcene of diſtreſs, ſuch as is here ſketched, 
how ſoon does it furniſh materials to ſet the mind. 
at work? how neceſſarily does it engage it to the 
conſideration of the miſeries and misfortunes, the, 
dangers and calamities to which the life of f man is 
ſubject. By holding up ſuch a glaſs before it, it 

forces the mind to. ſee and reflect upon the va- 
nity, the periſhing condition and uncertain te- 
nure of every thing in this world. From fe- 
fleQions of this ſerious. caſt, how inſenſibly do. 
the thoughts carry us farther : and from con- 
ſidering, what we are What kind, of world we 
live in, and what evils befal us in it, how na- 
turally do they ſet us to look forwards at what. poſ- 
ſibly we ſhall be ?---for what kind of world we 
are intended---what evils may befal us there 
and what proviſion we ſhould make againſt them. 
here, whilſt we have time and opportunity. 
If theſe leſſons are ſo; inſeparable from the | 
houſe. of Mourning here ſuppoſed-- He ſhall find 
it a ſtill more inſtructive ſchool of: wiſdom. when 
we take a view of the place in that more affecting 
light to which the wiſe man ſeems to confine it in 
rhe text; in which by the houſe of Mourning, 1 
believe, he means that particular ſcene of ſorrow 
2 W Is, een * een * * 
dead. 1 te 5 ts 
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Turn i in . I befe * e bor a moment. 
| Behold a dead man ready to be carried out, the 
_ only fon of his mother, and ſhe a widow: Per- 
Kaps, a mote eint. kind and indul- 
ent father of a numerous farpily, lyes breathleſs 
— ſnatched ; away in the ſtrength of his age - -torn 
ia an evil hour from his chikiren and the boſom of 5 
4 diſconſolate wife. | 


Behold much per bf: the city. . to- 
zether to mix their tears, with ſettled ſorrow .in 
their looks, going heavily along to the houſe of 
Myutving, to perform that lat melancholy office, 
Which, when the debt of nature is paid, we are 
called upon to pay each other 
If this ſad occaſion which leads him inal.” Ha 

not done it already, take notice, to what a ſerious 
and devout frame of mind every man is reduced, 
the moment he enters this gate of affliction. The 
buſy and fluttering ſpirits, which in the houſe of 
Mirth were wont to tranſport him from one di- 
verting object to another — ſee how they are fal- 
len ! how peaceably they are laid! in this 
manſion, full of ſhades and uncomfortable damps, 
to ſeize the ſoul—fee, the light and eafy heart, 
which never knew what it was to think before, 
how penſive it is now, how Toft, how ſuſcep- 
tible, how full of religious impreffions, how 
deeply it is ſmitten with a ſenfe, and with a love 
of virtue. Could we, in this crifis, whilft this 
empire of reaſon and religion lafts, and the heart 
is thus exerciſed with wiſdom, and buſied with 
Heavenly contemplations—could we fee it naked as 
it 1s—tripped of all its paſſions, unſpotred by che | 
world, and regardleſs of its pleafures -e might 
then fafely reſt our cauſe upon this fingle evidence, 
and appeal to the moſt ſenſual, whether Solomon 
mas not t a juſt determination here, 1 in a favour 


of 
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of the houſe of Mourning ?—not for its own 
fake, but as it is fruitful in virtue, and becomes 
the occaſion of ſo much good. Without this end, 
ſorrow, I own, has no uſe, but to ſhorten a man's 
day's—nor can gravity, with all its ſtudied ſolem- 
nity of look and carriage, ſerve any end but to 
_ one half of the world merry, and impoſe 
the other. 
"* Conſider what has been ſaid, and may Gop 
of his Mc bleſs * Amen, 
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neighbour unto him that fell among the 
thieves *P—And be ſaid, He that fhewed mer- 


cy on him. Then aid N N e | 


and do thou nt lf | 
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Evangeliſt relates, that a certain lawyer ſtoo 


up and tempted Jzsvs, faying, Maſter, (4 


ſhall T do to inherit eternal life To which in- 
quiry, our SAvIOUR, as his manner was, when 
any enſnaring queſtion was put te him, which he 
faw proceeded” more from a deſigu to entangte 


him, than an honeſt. view of getting information 


 —inftead of giving a direct aniwer; which might 


afford a handle to malice, or at beſt ſerve only to 


gratify an impertinent humour—he immediately 

retorts the queſtion upon the man who afked i 4 
and unavoidably puts him upon the beer of 
anſwering himſelf :—and as, in the preſent cafe, 
the particular profeſſion of the inquirer, and his 
ſuppoſed d knowledge. of all other branches 
of learning, left no room to ſuſpect he could be 
ignorant of the true anſwer to his queſtion, and 


eſpecially of what every one knew. was delivered 


upon chit” head by their great 
WDM thersl ore, Derg hit * de Own 


A * Min 
hn ; 


1 4 1 


75 4 
a 9 8" "i 8 
$ re we + : 
J = 3 * „ 5 
— EFF 
27 s 
n 1 A 
19 5 4 ; 4. 
; % 
4 > 4 2 
2 . * 
* . = 
b. . 
4 1 
P J 
* 4 
LI 
2 : 5 
x : > N 


1 v x * I. 30 mn. | FY 


7 


» i 


64 A E R M ON III. EN 
memory of what he had found there in the courſe 
of his ſtudies —W hat is written in the law z -how 
readeſt thou? Upon which the inquirer, re- 
citing the general heads of our duty to Gop and 
Man, ns felivered-m the 18th of Leviticus, and 
the 6th of. Deuteronomy, nam ly—That we 
ſhould worſhip e Lord our G:d with all our hearts, 
and love our neighbours. as ourſelves ;, our bleſſed 
Savigquk tells him, he had anſwered right, and 
if he ollowed that leſſon, he could not fail of 
the bl fling he ſeemed deſirous to inherit Ibis 
do, an thou halt live. 
But he, as the context tells. us, willing to ITY 


fy himſelf— willing poſſibly to gain more credit 
in the conference, or hoping, perhaps, to herr 


ſuch à partial and narrow definition of the word | 
neighbour as would ſuit his own. principles, and 2 
juſtify ſome particular oppreſſions of his own, or 


thoſe of which his whole order lay under an ac- th. 


cuſation —ſays unto J=svs, in the. 29th ver'e— 
And. who is my. neig hbour ?. Though, gow demand, 
at firſt ſight, may | ſeem utterly trifling, yet was it 
far from being ſo in fact. For according as you 
underſtood the term in a more or a leſs 1eſtrained 
ſenſe it prod uced many neceſſary variations in 
the duties. you owed from that relation. Out 
bleſſed SAVIOUR, to rectify any partial and per- 
nicious miſtake in this matter, and place, at once, 
this duty of the love of our neighbour upon its 
true bottom of philanthropy and univerſal kindneſs, 
makes anſwer. to the propoſed queſtion, not by 
any far-fetched refinement from the ſchools of 
the Rabbies, which might have ſooner ſilenced 
than convinced the man but by a direct appeal 
to human nature, in an inſtance he relates of a 


man falling among thieves, left in the greateſt 
diſtreſs, 
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diſtreſs imaginable, till by chance a'Samaritan, 
au utter Rrunger, coming where he was, by an 
act of great goodneſs and compaſſion, not only 


relieved him at preſent, but took him under his 


ene , and e 4 PRION” _ _ fate | 


5 | ſafety. 


Saviour appeals to the man's on heart in 
the firſt verſe of the text—Which now of theſe 
three, thinkeft thou, vas neighbour unto him that 
Le amongſt the 8 ? and inſtead of ' draw- 

the inference himſelf, leaves him to decide 


in favour of ſo noble a principle ſo evidetnty found- 


ed in mercy, —— The lawyer, ſtruck with the 


truth and juſtice of the Doarine, and frankly ac- 
 knowledging che force of it, our bleſſed 84 v1. 
don concludes the debate with a ſhort admoni- 
tion, that he would practiſe what he had approv- 
ed and go and imitate that fair example of uni- 
verſal bene voleuce which it had ſet before him. | 


In the remaining part of the 


as our SAviouR has done, with the fame ex- 
aun to > kindneſs and b ey on wk = na- 


Jown- Eve eruiert bo geg, d wail 


thieves, who ſtripped. him of his raiment and de- 
parted, leaving him half nw” There is ſome= 


thing in our nature which 23 us to take part 
in every accident to which man is ſubject, from 


what cauſe ſoever it may have happened; but in 
ſach calamities as a man has fallen into through 
mere 6 to be charged upon no fault or 
| indiſcretion 
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On the 56 of which engaging a accou unt our 


follow-the Tune pin; and Mebesese en Weg 
leave to enlarge, Firſt, upon the ſtory itſelf, with 
ſuch refleQibns as will 15 from it; and conclude, | 


wit. nn 5 0 
A — man, n var ee went 


fe pope re chat at gcc — — diy - 
make them our own, not altogether from # reflec- 
tion that they might have been or may be ſo, but 
oſtener from a certain ty and tenderneſs 
of nature which diſpoſes us for compaſſion, ab · 
ſtracted from all conſiderations of ſelf: ſo that, 
| without any obſervable aft of the will, we ſuſſet 

with the unfortunate, and feel a weight ypon our 
ſpirits, we know not why, on ſeeing the moſt. 


common inſtanees of their diſtreſs. But where 


the ſpectacle is uncommonly tragical, and com- 
plicated with many eireumſtanees af miſery, tha 
mind is then taken captive at once, and, were it 
inclined to it, has no power to make reſiſtance; 
but ſurtenders itfelf to all the tender emotions of 
pity and deep concern. So that when one conſi- 
_ ders the friendly part of our nature, without lock · 
ing farther, ane would think it impoſſible for man. 
to look upon miſery without finding himſelf, in 
fome meaſure, attached to the 2 of kim 
vho ſuffers ĩt .I ſay, one would think it impoſſi- 
ble for there | are ſome tempers how ſhall. 
T deſeribe them ? formed either of ſich impene- 
trable matter, or wrought up by habitual ſelſiſn- 
neſs to ſuch an utter inſenfibility of what becomes 
of the fortunes of their fellow+creatures, 48 if 
they were not partakers of the ſame nature, or 
had no lot or connexion at all with the ſpecies. 
Of this character our SA vo produces tuo 
dicgraceſul inſtances, in the behaviour of a prieſt 
and a Levite, whom in this account e eee 
28 coming to the place where the unhappy m 
was z both paſſing by without either —— 5 
We rap to «ft, or Nr a ante com- 
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d by. chance there came do 


religion ſhould ever want humatlity or that a 
man, Whoſe head might be thought full of the 
one; mould have à heart void ef the Sther 1 
This; however, was the caſe before Us An 


though in theory the would ſcurce lucpecl that | 
the leaſt pretence to religion, aud an open difre- | 


gard to ſo main à part of it, could'ever theet to- 


gether in one perfony<—yer in fact it is no Schi. 
tious character. . 


Lock into ee e ds u bebelk 15 


a a ſordid wretth, whoſe ſtralt heart is open ts 16 
man's affliction, taking ſhelter behind an appear- 


ande of piety, and putting on the gutb ef rell-⸗ 
gion, which none but the merciful and eompafff. | 


onate have à title to wear. 'Take notice With 


what ſanctity he goes, to the end of His days, in 


the ſame ſelfiſh — which he at firſt ſet out 


turning neither to the right hand Hor to the let 
but 


plods on pores all his "life long upon the 


he ſhould ſee aught ' which" Might turn him one 
tnoment out of that ſtrait line where inteteſt 18 
ae him ;—or if, by chante; he ſiumſbles 
pon a hapleſs object of iſtreſs, which'threatens 
he a to Pin. — like the that here re 
ſented, devomnly paſſing by vn the other ſide, 48 F 
unwilling to truſt himſelf to che impreſſions of na⸗ 
ture, or havatd the inconveniences which 
might lead kim into upon the occaſion. 
There is but one ſtroke wanting in Work, 
of an unmereiful man, to render the character 
utterly odious, and that our SG Vrob R gives it ih 
the following inſtanet he relates upon it. , Ay 
con ng favs - * 4 Levite, wohen” The Yods ur the 


e Gov! that a redchier of | Ms 


ground, 48 if afraid to dock up, leſt peradventure 


place, . 
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of an unconſidering humour, with which the. 


beſt diſpoſed are fometimes overtaken, and led. 


on beyond the point where otherwiſe they would. 


have wiſhed to ſtop No Hon the contrary, 


it had all the aggravation of a. deliberate. act 


of inſenſibility, proceeding from a hard heart. 
When he was at the place, he came, and loo 


ed at hm,. conſidered his misfortunes, - gave 


time for reaſon and nature to have awoke 


ſaw the imminent danger he was in— and the 
preſſing neceſſity of immediate help, which ſo. 


violent a caſe called aloud for; — and after all 
turned aſide, and unmercifully, left bim to to an 
the diſtreſſes of his condition. / 


In all unmerciful actions, the . ot men. | 
pay this compliment, at leaſt, to humanity, as 
to endeavour to wear as much of the appear- 


ance of it as the caſe will well let them 3— 


ſo that in the hardeſt acts a man ſhall be guilty | 


of, he has ſome motives, true or. falſe, always 


ready to offer, either to ſatisfy. himſelf or the 
world, and, Gop knows, too often to impoſe 
both upon the one and the other. And there- 
fore it would be no hard matter here to give 


a: probable gueſs at- what. paſſed in the Levite's 


mind in the / preſent. caſe, and ſhew, Was it ne- 
ceſſary, by what kind of caſuiſtry he ſettled the 
matter with his conſcience as he paſſed by, ang 
guarded all the paſſages to his heart againſt the 
inroads which - pity might attempt to make upon 
the occaſion — But it is painful to dwell long 
upon this diſagreeable part of the ſtory; I there- 
fore haſten | to the concluding. incident of it, 
which i is ſo amiable, that one cannot eaſily be too 
: copious 
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 cogionk in'refle 1 - hnanks 1, fa 
our SAVIOUR; a certain Samaritan, as he Jour- 
neyed, came where he was; and when he ſaw 
him, he had compaſſion on him and went to 
him bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and 
ine. ſet him upon his own beaſt, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. I ſuppoſe it 
will be ſcarce neceſſary here to remind you, that 
the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans— 
an old religious grudge the worſt of all grudges! 
had wrought ſuch a diſlike between both people, 
that they held themſelves mutually diſcharged not 
only from all offices of friendſhip and kindneſs; 
but even from the moſt common acts of courteſy 
and good manners. This operated ſo W 
in our Sa vioux's time, that the woman of Sa- 
maria ſeemed aſtoniſned that he, being A — 
ſhould aſk water of her who was à Samaritan: 
— ſo that, with ſuch a eee 99 however 
diſtreſsful che caſe of the unfortunate Was, 
and how reaſonably ſoever he might. plead for pity - 
from another man, there was little aid or confola> 
tion to be looked for from ſo unpromiſing a quarter. 
Alas ! after I have been twice paſſed by, neglectas 
by men of my own nation and religion, bound by. fo 
many ties to aſſiſt me, left here friendleſs and unpitied 


Both by a prieſt and à Levite, men tuboſe profeſſion 


and . advantages of knowledge coul not leave 
them in the dark in what manner they ſhould dife 


charge this debt which my condition claims=-—after 
this---what hopes? what expectations frum a paſe 
ſenger, not only: a firanger,---but à Samaritan, re- 
leaſed from all obligations to me, and hy a: national 
diflike, inflamed by mutual ill offices, new-mads- my 
N . more a #0 90 cnt at ww "_ 1 


F | 
* C fe oy 755 © a g . 2 
eee 


* A 

? N & 2 * 8 _ | _ 
# 2 +=, W er * r Ie e 1 * 4 FER 1 A 
n „ Ho de Wan SL OS a oe * e EEE EN 

* Z LD BEM: wh N os C ... mmm ̃̃ eels N 9 : 

? * * I 3 25 — ; * ks ©» 2 77 * 2 * 8 * * 9 —— . es ot ae RF: * . 9 
* : — * 2 FT 5 IF 5 EH A 8 r . FRE 

8 2 {oy * J 9 4 5 7 8 AY 

7 7 Y 

7 3 © 


* * ON, 


ns ations of patranalt and: . oth 
pers baffle all little reaſonings about them. True 
charity, in the apoſtle's deſcription, as it is kind, 
and is not eaſily provoked, ſo it / manifeſted this 
character here; or we find, when he came 
where he was, and beheld his diſtreſs, all the 
_ unfriendly paſſions, which at another time might 
have roſe within him, now utterly forſook him 
and fled; when he ſaw his misfortunes—he | forgot 
his enmity towards the man, dropped all che 
ptejudices which education had planted: againſt 
him, and in the room of them, all eee good 
and on was nene to ſpeak in _ 
In benevolent als the» nibble to pity is 
1 ſudden, that like inſtruments of muſic, which 
obey the touch the objets which are fitted to 
excite ſuch impreſſions work ſo inſtantaneous an 
Sedlabio that you would think the will was ſcarce 
concerned, and that the mind was altogether paſ- 
_ Hoe in the ſympathy which her own goodneſs has 
excited. The truth is, the ſoul is generally in 
ſiuch caſes ſo buſily taken up, and wholly engroſſ- 
ed by the object of pity, that ſhe does not at- 
tend to her on operations, or take leiſute to ex- | 
amine the principles upon which ſhe acts. 80 
thut the Zamaritan, though the moment he ſaw 
him he had cmpaſſion on him, yet ſudden as the 
emotion is repreſented, you are not to imagine 
that it was mechanical, but that there was a ſet - 
tied principle of humanity and goodneſs which 
ted within him, and influenced not only 
the firſt impulſe of kindneſs, but the continua- 


tion * it throughout the reſt of ſo engaging a be- 
EO: 


o a good ind; "md trace out, 
able; What paſſes: within it on ſuch occaſions, 'T 
ſhall beg leave, for -a moment, to ſtate an ac- 
count of what was likely to paſs in his, and in 
what manner ſo diſtreſsful a caſe would necelluri- 
ly work upon ſuch a diſpoſition” 7 597 
As he approached the place whos the? 
tunate man lay, the inſtant he beheld him, no 
doubt ſome ſuch train of reflections as this would 
Tiſe in his mind. Good Gol what a ſpeQa- - 
5 cle of miſery do I behold---a-man ſtripped of 
his raiment—wounded—lying/languiſhing/ be- 
* fore me upon the ground, juſt ready to expire, 
e without the comfort of a friend to ſupport 
“ him in his laſt agonies, or the proſpect of a 
band to cloſe his eyes when his pains are ow 
“ But f perhaps my concern ſhould leſſen when 
77 reflect on the relations in which we ſtand to 
each other that hè is a Jew, and I a Sama- 
“ ritan.---But are we not ſtill both men; pat- 
©. takers of the ſame nature—and ſubje& to the 
© ſame evils?--Jet me change conditions with 
© him for a moment, and conſider, had his lot 
* befallen me as I journeyed in the way, what 
c meaſure I ſhould have expected at his hand. 
Should I wiſh, when he beheld me wounded 
& and half-dead, "that he ſhould ſhut up his bow- 
d os of compaſſion from me, and double the 
weight of my miſeries, by paſſing by and leav- 
„ing them unpitied ?—But I am a ſtranger to 
the man ; de it ſo, but Lam no ſtranger to 


* his condition misfortunes are of no particu. 


as ** deu 9 - 


4 lar tribe or nation, but delong to us all, and nn 


c have a general elaim upon us, without diſtinc- 
tion of climate, country, or religion. Befids,. 
Vor. 18 „„ 3 


tis no 1 i his 


2 that 1 do not. know; Dim, and therefore une r 
Had I Known 


quitable he ſhould ſuffer by it; 
ce eg poſſibly I ſhould _—_ had cauſe. to love 


Res 1 8 


0 


** and pity him the more---for. aught L know, he 


is ſome one of uncommon merit, Whoſe life is 


% rendered ſtill more precious, as the lives and | 


e happineſs of others may be involved in it: 


c perhaps at this inſtant that he lies here for- 
Fei; ſaken, in all this miſery, a whole virtuous fa- 


| <6, mily is joyfully looking for his return, and af- 
65 fectionately counting the hours of his delay - 


„ Oh! did they know what evil hath befallen 


et him how would they fly to ſuccour him. — 
Let me then haſten to e thoſe tender offi- - © 


& ces of binding up his wounds, and carrying him 


<< to a place of ſafety——or if that aſſiſtance 


, comes too late; I ſhall comfort him at leaſt in 


* his laſt hour and, if I can do nothing elſe.—1 
e ſhall ſoften his gorges by ein a tear 
<< of pity over them. 1110 

Tis almeſt neceſſary. to imagine the good 8 


waritan was influenced by ſome ſuch thoughts as 
theſe, from the uncommon generoſity of his be- 
haviour, which is repreſented by our SAvIo UR 
operating like the warm zeal, of a; brother, mix- 


ed with the affectionate diſcretion and care of a 


parent, who was not ſatisfied with taking him 
under his protection, and ſupplying his preſent 


wants, but in locking forwards for him, and taking 


Care that his wants ſhould be ſupplied, when he 


ä thould be gone, and no longer near to befriend him. 


I think there needs no ſtronger. argument to 


7a prove how univerſally and deeply the ſeeds. of this 


virtue of compaſſion are planted in the heart of 


Wan, than in the rare we take in ſuch repre- 


ſenſations : 


ſenſations off it: and Muc n Toile d KT 
preſented human nature in other colours, (though 


to what end T know not) that the matter of 155 5 


ol 50] 


is ſo frong ag ag 5 them, that from the Seneral Ih 


propenſity the Unfeutühnte, We expre 3 


that ode end ts * e word humanity, as if it was 
inſeparable Hol our nature. That it 45 not inſe- F 


parable, I have allowed in the former part of this 
diſcourſe, from ſome reproachful inſtances of ſelf. 
iſh tempers, which ſeem to take part in $3" 
beyond themſelves; yet T am perſuaded, and a 


firm tis ſtill ſo great and noble a part of of n | 
ture, that a man muſt do great violence to him- 


ſelf, and ſuffer many à painful conflict, before he 
has brought himſelf to a different a 23 * 
Tis obſervable in the foregoing accouni 155 
when the rieſt came to the place where h 
he paſſed by on the other ſide.— He mi pe _ 
aſſed by, you'll ſay, without turning aſide e.— al 
o, there is a ſecret ſhame Wich a8 ve Lo 


act of inhumanit 4; not to be conquered in "the 1 


hardeſt natures; that, as in other caſes, ſo ef- 
pecially in this, many a man will do a cruel aQ, 4 

who, at the fame time, would bluſh to look Yi on 

in tlie face, and is forced to turn Har [ren he 
can have à heart to execute bis BY Pürpoſe. eie 


Inconſiſtent creature that man is be, at 7 


* e 
* 


| inflant that he does what is wrong, is not 4 to 15 


with-hold his teſtimony to what is good. and 
praiſe-worthy. 7 1 

I have now done with the parable, "with _ 
the firſt ary ropoſed to be conſidered. i in this « | Inf * 
courſe ; and ſhould proceed to the ſeco d, W Ic | 


fo naturally falls n it, of exhörting Jou, as 


our SA vio ux did the lawyer upon = to 8⁰ and 
do ſo likewiſe. : $ but T have been fo copious in my 
| C2 | reflections 


| eons 1 8 ell, Wan 1 find I have 
inſenſibly incorporated into them almoſt all that I 
| ſhould have ſaid here in recommending ſo amiable 
an example; by which means I have unawares 
anticipated the taſk I propoſed. I ſhall therefore 
detain you no longer than with 4 ſingle remark 
upon the ſubject 1 in general, which is this, Tis 
Obſervable in many places of ſcripture, that our 
bleſſed SAVIOUR, in deſcribing the day of judg- 
ment, does it in ſuch a manner, as if the great 
inquiry then was to relate principally to this one 
virtue of compaſſion and as if our final ſentence 
at that ſolemnity was to be pronounced ee 
according to the degrees of it. © I was a hungred, 
t and ye gave me meat —thirſty, and ye gaye - 
* me eee and ye cloathed me---I was 
« ſick, and Je viſited me -in priſon. and ye came 
Cl unto, me,” Not that we are to imagine from 
thence, i As if.; any other good or evil action ſhould 
then be, overlooked, by the eye of the All-ſeeing 
Jadge,; but barely to intimate to us, that a cha- 
N and benevolent diſpoſition. i 1s ſo principal 
and ruling a part of a man's character, as to be a 
<onfſiderable teſt by itſelf of the whole frame and 
temper. « of his mind, with which all other virtues 
and vices reſpectively riſe and fall, and will almoſt 
meceſlarily . be connected. Tell me, therefore, 
of - A, compaſſionate man, you repreſent to me a a 
man of a thouſand other good qualities---on 
whom 1 can depend whom 1 may ſafely truſt 
with my. wife my children, my fortune 
and reputation. Tis for this, as the apoſtle ar- 
gues from the ſame principle '“ that he will not 
* commit adultery---that he. will not ki that 


he will not ſteal that he will not bear falſe 


| « „ witneſs,” | That! 18, cke ſorrows which are ſtir- 
red 


. OG 
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red up in mens hearts by ſuch treſpaſſes are ſo 
tenderly felt by a compaſſionate man, that it is 
not in his power or his nature to commit them. 
So that well might he conclude, that charity, 
by which he means, the love to your neighbour, 


was the end of the commandment, and that who= 
ſoever fulfilled it, had fulfilled the law. | 


Now, to Go, &c. Amen. 


OY 
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* 
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FE dau fd unto da. u art the ms 5 


"HERE ; is no Kilorical * in E | 
which gives a more remarkable inſtance of, 

the deceitfulneſs of the heart of man to itſelf, and 
of how: little we truly know of ourſelves, than 
this, wherein David is convid ed out of his own, 
mouth, and is led by the prophet to condemn. 
and pronounce a ſevere judgment upon another, 
for an act of injuſtice which he had paſſed over in 
himſelf, and poſſibly reconciled to his own eon- 
fei To know one's ſelf, one would think, f 
could be no very difficult leſſon 3. for who, you'lF 
ſay, can be truly ignorant of himſelf, and the 
true diſpoſition of his own heart! If a man thinks ; 


at all, he cannot be a ſtranger to what paſſes: Y 


there-—he muſt be conſcious of his own thoughts 
and deſires, he muſt. remember his paſt, purſuits,.. 
and the true ſprings and motives which. in gene- 
ral have directed the actions of his life: he may. 
hang out falſe colours and deceive the world; but, 
how can. a man deceive himſelf? That. a man 
can—is evident, becauſe he daily does ſo.---Scrip=- 
ture tells us, and gives us many hiſtorical proofs. 


6 5 e 9 of; 


of it, beſides this to which the text refers 
< that the heart of man is treacherous to itſelf, 
* and deceitful above all things and experience, 
and every hour's-co bas oj fs» wig; con- 
firtgs the truth of this keen x, „ That 
tho' man is the only . endowed with 
reflection, and conſequently qualified to know 
the moſt of himſelf---yet ſo it happens, that 
he generally knows the leaſt-—and with all the 
«© power which Gop has given him of turning 
<c his eyes inward upon himſelf, and taking no- 
« tice of the chain of his own thoughts and de- 
3 ſires— yet, in fact, is generally ſo inatten- 
tive, but always ſo partial an obſerver of what 
paſſes, that he is as much, nay often, a much 
greater ſtranger to his own diſpoſition and true 
character, than all the world beſides.” , _ 
By what means he is brought under ſo mani- 5 
| aan a deluſion, and how he ſuffers himſelf to be ſo 
groſly impoſed upon in a point which he is Capa- 
dle of knowing ſo much better than others, = 
not hard to give an account of, nor need we ſeek 
farther for it, than amongſt the cauſes which are 
every day perverting his reaſon and miſleading 
him. We are deceived. in judging of ourſelves, 
juſt as we are in judging of other things, 
when our paſſions and inclinations are called in as 
_ counſellors, and we ſuffer ourſelves to ſee and rea- 
fon juſt fo far, and no farther, than they give us 
leave. How hard do we find it to paſs an equitable 
and ſound judgment in a matter where our inte-- 
reſt is deeply concerned ?---and even where there 
is the remoteſt conſiderations of ſelf connected 
with the point before us, what a ſtrange bias 
does it hang upon our minds, and how difficult is 
0 diſengage onr e entirely from it? 


witk⸗ 


4 
cc 
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lat are v ae to think 
_ evil * a 1 whom we have long Joved and eſ- 
. ome, and e there hap dens to be ſtrong 
rances — 
0 Nee put: favourable, conſtructions upon 
Wein ee 5 our zeal and 
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ely,c lt 
racy rs fo . EET pol he. 5 10 a 
early: 5 the higheſt opinion and eſteem, 


and with; whoſe. merit he has all along; doubt, 
found ſo much reaſon to be contente It i is not 


an eaſy. matter.to;- be; ſevere, = on FUR is ſuch 
an impulſe to: be kind, or to: efface at once all 
the tender impreſſions in favour. of ſo old a friend, 
which diſabled us from thinking of him as he is, 
and. ſeeing him in the light, may be, in 9 
ah one elſe ſees him... | 
$0: that however eaſy this. knowledge of one's : 
ſelf; may appear at firſt fight, it is otherwiſe - 
when; we come to examine; - ſince not only . 
practice, but even in ſpeculatibn and. theory, w 
find it one of the hardeſt and moſt painful n 
Some of the earlieſt inſtructors of mankind, no- 


doubt, found it ſo too, and for that reaſon, ſoon :- 


1 


great precept of ſelf- knowledge, which, for its 
excellent wiſdom and uſefulneſs, many of them 
ſuppoſed to be a divine direction; that it came 
down from Heaven, and comprehended the 
vat circle both ofthe knowledge and the . : 


ſaw the. neceſſity « of laying ſuch a ſtreſs upon this 


how apt are we to 


We, thi,” 


»| 
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of man. And indeed their eil might eaſily” 
_ allowed in fo high an encomium upon the attath- 
ment of a virtue, the want of which ſo often baf- 
fled their inſtructions, and rendered their endea- 
vours of reforming the heart vain and uſeleſs. For 
who could think of a reformation of the faults 
within him, who knew not where they lay, or 
could ſet about correcting, till he had rt Lhe 
to ſenſe of the defects which required it?! 
But this was a point always much eaſier recom- 
mended by. public inſtructors, than ſhewn how 
to be put in practice; and therefore others, who 
equally ſought the reformation of mankind, ob- 
ſerving that this direct road which led to it was 
uarded on all ſides by ſelf- Iove, and conſequently 
very difficult to open acceſs, ſoon found out that 
a different and mpre artful courſe 'was requiſite, 
as they hag! not ſtrength to remove this flattering 
whieh'ſtogd/in their way, and blocked up 
all the paſſages to the heart, they endeavoured, 
by ſtratagem, to get beyond it, and by a ſkilful 
addreſs, if poſſible, to deceive it. This gave riſe | 
to the early manner of conveying their inſtructi- 
ons, in parables, fables, and ſuch fort of indire& 
applications, which, though they could not con- 
quer this principle of ſelf-love, yet often laid it 
aſleep, or at leaſt over- reached it for a few mo- 
ments, till a juſt judgment could be procured. 
. prophet Nathan ſeems to have banks” a 
great maſter in this way of addreſs. David had 
greatly diſpleaſed Go p, by two grievous ſins. 
which he had committed, and the prophet's com- 
miſſion was to go and bring him to a conviction 
of them, and touch his heart with a ſenſe of 


1 for what he had 5 W the Honour and. 
1. of Uriah. | 


The 


"Nth 


he _ man knew, that was it any one's 
pO but David's Own, no man would have been 
ſo quick-ſighted in diſcerning the nature of the 
injury,——more ready to have redreſſed it, or 
We would have felt more compaſſion for the 
5 party who had ſuffered it, than he himſelf. 
N ad, therefore, of declaring the real in- 
tention of hir errand, by a direct accuſation and 
reproof for the crimes he had committed; he 
comes tõ him with a fictitious complaint 'of i . 
cruel act of injuſtice done by another, and accord- 
ingly he frames a caſe, not ſo parallel to David's 
as he ſuppoſed would awaken his fuſpicion, and 
prevent a patient and candid hearing, and yet not 
ſo void of reſemblance in the main circumſtan- 
ces, as to w of A 9 ic when ſhewn i in a 4 
"Aa! an came and 7 unto. "him, 
There were two men in one city, the one rich 
«and the other poor—the rich man had exceed- 
"ing many flocks and herds, but the poor man 
had nothing ſave one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nouriſhed up—and it grew up 
„together with him and with his children—it - 
"did eat of his on meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his boſom, and was unto him 
as a daughter——and there came a traveller 
- unto the rich man, and he ſpared to take of his 
own flock and of his own herd to drefs for the 
way-faring man that was come unto bim, but 
took the poor man's lamb, and dreſſed it for 
the man that was come unto him,” 
I be caſe was drawn 1 7 with great judgment 
100 beauty,. the feverat minute circumſtances. . 
which heightened the injury truly affecting. — 
and ſo ONT urged, that it would have been 


 Impotlible: 
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| impoſſible for any man, w ith a previous ſenſb of 
vilt upon his mind, to haye defended, himſelf 
from ſome degree of remorſe, hich it muſt na- 
tutally have excited... B —ougmgin 
: „The ſtory, though it ſpoke - only f the injuſtice 
and oppreſſive act of another man,—yet it, po K. 
ed to What he had lately done himſelf, with 
the circumſtances, of its aggravation ; and 
withal, the whole was fo. tenderly addrefled. to 
the heart and paſſions, as to kindle, at once, the 
utmoſt horror and indignation. And ſo it did. 
but not againſt the proper We In his tran-- 
ſport he forgot himſelf ;——hus | anger greatly 
kindled againſt the man,——and he «faid unto 
Nathan, “ As the Lox. liveth, the man that 
r hath done this thing, ſhall. ſurely die, and 
< he ſhall reſtore the lamb fourfold, becauſe he 
„did this thing, and becauſe he had. no pity.” 
It can ſcarce be doubted; here, but that David's 
anger was real, and that he was, What he ap- 
peared to be, greatly provoked and exaſperated 
againſt the offender : : and, indeed, his ſentence 
againſt him proves he was ſo. above meaſure. 
For, to puniſh the man with; death, and oblige 
him to. reſtore fourfold, beſides, was highly une- 
quitable, and not only difproportioned. to the of · 
ence, but far above the utmoſt rigour and ſeve- - 
rity of the. law, which allowed a much ſofter 
atonement; requiring, in ſuch a caſe, no more 


than an ample reſtitution and recompence in kind. 


The judgment, however, ſeems to have been 
truly ſmcere and well-meant, and, beſpoke rather 
the honeſt raſhneſs of an unſuſpicious judge, — . 
the cool determination of a conſcious and guilty 
man, who knew he was $ going. to. N ſentence . 
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ET nol notice of this particular, 'becauſe- it 
places this inſtance of ſelf-deceit, which is the 
| ſubje of the diſcourſe, in the ſtrongeſt light, and 
fully demonſtrates the truth of a fact i in this great, 
man, which happens « every day. among n . 
namely, that a man may be guilty of very, bad 
and diſhoneſt actions, and yet reffect ſo little, or 
ſo partially, upon what he has done, as to keep 
his conſcience free, not only from guilt, but even 
the remoteſt ſuſpicions that he is the man Which 
in truth he i is, and what the tenor and evidence 
of his life demonſtrate. . If we look 1 into the world. 
David's is no uncommon caſe; e ſee 
FRET, one or other perpetually copying this, bad 
original, fitting in judgment upon himſelf, —hear- 
ing his own cauſe, and .not knowing. what. he is 
doing; haſty in paſſing ſentence, and even exe-. 
cuting it too with wrath upon the perſon of another, 
when in the language of the prophet, one wicht 
lay to him with juſtice, Thou art the man.“ 
Of the many revengeful, covetous, falſe, and 
A perſons which we complain of in the 
world, though we all join in the cry againſt them, 
what man amongſt us ſingles out himſelf as a cri- 
y minal, or ever once takes it into his head that he- 
adds to the number or where is there a man ſo 
' bad, who would not think it the hardeſt and moſt 
unfair imputation to have any of thoſe particular. —— 
vices laid to his charge? F 
If he has the ſymptoms never ſs firong upon. 
him, which he would pronounce infallible in ano- 
ther, they are indications of no ſuch malady in 
himfelf=-He ſees, what. no one elle. ſees, ſome. 
ſecret and flattering cireumſtances in his favour... 
which no doubt make a wide difference rela. 
© 75 and the which he, condemns. 
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What other man ſpeaks ſo often and vehe- 2 
mently againſt the vice of pride, ſets the weak- 
neſs of it in a more odious light, or is more hurt. 
with it in another, than the proud man himſelf ? - 
It is the ſame with the paſſionate, the deſigning, 


the ambitious, and ſome other common charac- 


ters in life; and being a conſequence of the nas. 
ture of ſuch. vices, and almoſt inſeparable from: 


| them, the effects of it are generally ſo groſs and | 


abſurd, that where pity does not forbid, tis plea- 
fant to obſerve and trace the cheat through the 
ſeveral turnings and windings of the heart, and 
detect it through all the ſhapes and. 9 
which 1 it puts on. | 
Next to theſe inſtances of ſelf⸗deceit, and ut- 
ter ignorance of our true diſpoſition and charac- 


ter, which appears in not ſeeing that in ourſelves 


which ſhocks us in another man; there is another 
ſpecies ſtill more dangerous and deluſive, and. 
which the more guarded perpetually fall into 
from the judgments they make of. different vices,. 
according to their age and complexion, and the 
Various ebbs and flows of. their Paſſions and. de- 
fi ET,” 

To conceive this, b. any man lock into his 
own Heart, and obſerve in how different a degree 
of deteſtation numbers of actions ſtand there, 
though equally bad and vicious in themſelves: he 
will ſoon find that ſuch of them as ſtrong inclina- 
tion or cuſtom has prompted him to commit, are 
generally dreſſed out and painted with all the falſe 
beauties. which a ſoft and flattering hand can give 
them; and that the others, to which he feels no 
propenſity, appear at once naked and deformed, 
ſurrounded with all the true e of their. 5 


When 5 


When David 1 ſurpriſed. Saul ſleeping 
Gi and cut off the ſkirt of his robe, we _ 
his heart ſmote him for what he had done 3 — 
— it neee of Uri 


the — this — 4o-the: time 
the prophet was ſent to reprove him; and we 


read not once of any remorſe or compunction of 
Heart for what he had done: and it is not to be 
doubted, had the ſame prophet met him when he 
was returning up out of the cave, and told him, 
that, ſcrupulous and conſcientious. as he then ſeem- 
ed, and thought himſelf to be, that he was de- 
ceiving himſelf, nan was capable of committing 
the fouleſt and moſt diſhonourable actions; 


liant ſervant, whom he ought in juſtice to have 
loved and honoured; that he ſhould without pi- 
ty firſt nm: him in the tendereſt part, by tak- 
ing away his deareſt poſſeſſion, and then un- 
mercifully and treacherouſly rob Fs of his life. 
Had Nathan, in a prophetic ſpirit, foretold to 
David that he was capable of this, and that he 
ſhould one day actually do it, and from no other 
motive but the momentary gratification of a baſe 
and unworthy paſſion, he 1 have received the 
prediction with horror, and ſaid, poſſibly, with 
Hazael upon juſt ſuch another occaſion, and with 
the ſame ignorance of himſelf, M bat is thy 
ſervant a. dig that be ſhould do» this great thing f 
And yet, in likelihood, at that very time there 
wanted nothing but the ſame degree of temptati- 
on, and the ſame opportunity, to induce dun 15. 
the fin which afterwards overcame him. 
Thus the caſe ſtands with us ſtill. When the 
| paſſions a are . ane the fin which Poo 
ute 


reaſon: to take | the | 


that he ſhould one day murder a faithful and a Va= 
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itſelf exaQly tallies/ to the deſire, obſerve how 
ünmpetuduſſy a man will ruſm into it, and act 
againſt all principles of honour, juſtice, and 
mercy. Talk to him the moment after upon the 
nature of another vice meer Air is:not ads 
ed, and from which, perb age, His tem- 
per, or rank in life aug kim; take notice, 
how well he reaſons, with what: equity he de- 
termines, what an honeſt indignation and ſharp- 
neſs he expreſſes againſt it, and how inſenſibly his 
anger Kindles Vw the e hath- done: this 
thing. One =, 9023 11120 10 07 en eocot 22e 
Thus are we nice in Patte ad ee is "bot 
' knaves in matters of a pound weight every 
day ſtraining at gnats, yet ſwallowing camels; 
———miſerably cheating ourſelves, and torturing 
our reaſon to bring us in ſuch a report of the 1 : 
| as ſuits the preſent appetite and inclination. | 
Moſt of us are aware of, and pretend 10 65 : 
ſt the barefaced inſtances of that hypocriſy by 
which men deceive others; but few of us are 
upon our guard to ſee that more fatal hypocriſy 
by which we deceive and over-reach our own 
hearts. It is a flattering and dangerous diſtem- 
er, which has undone thouſands; we bring 
the feeds of it along with us into the world 
they inſenſibly grow up with us from our child- 
hood, — they lie long concealed and undiſturbed, | 
and have generally got ſuch deep root in our na- 
tures by the time we are come to years of under⸗- 
ſtanding and reflection, that it requires all we 
- got to defend ourſelves from their effects. 
To make the cafe ſtill worſe on our ſides, tis 
weh this as with every grievous diſtemper of. the 
5 A are e an and doubtful, 
1 8 429 eurt i in 


he cauſe "For in the inſtances of ſelf-deceit, 
though the head is ſick, and the whole heart 
faint, the patient ſeldom knows what he ails: 
of all the th een an ban _ nec = 
Ty knowledge i Mow jo 
Upon wit © pefgeipley it Napp 1 hadd 
endeavoured to lay open in the firſt part of this 
diſcourſe; which I conclude with a ſerious oxhor- 
tation to ſtruggle againſt them; which we can 
only hope to do, by converſing more and oftener 


111 1 


with ourſelves, than the buſineſs and diverſions "a 


the world generally give us leave. 
We have a chain of thoughts, deſires, engage- 
ments and idleneſſes, which perpetually return 
upon us in their proper time and order let us, 
1 beſeech you, aflign and ſet apart ſome ſmall 
portion of the day for this purpoſe, —of retire- 
ing into ourſelves, and ſearching into the dark 
corners and receſſes of the heart, and taking no- 
tice of what is paſling there. If a man can bring 
himſelf to do this taſk with a curious and 1 impar- 
tial eye, he will quickly find the fruits of it will 
more than recompenſe his time and labour. He will 
ſee ſeveral irregularities and unſuſpected paſſions 
within him which he never was aware of ;—he 
will diſcover in his progreſs many ſecret turns and 


windings 1 in his heart to which he was a ſtranger, 


which now gradually open and diſcloſe themſelves 
to him upon a nearer view; in theſe labyrinths he 
will trace out, ſuch hidden ſprings and motives 
for many of his moſt applauded actions, as will 
make him rather ſorry, and alkkined of himſelf, 
than proud. 
In a word, he will 3 bis errors, and 
then ſee the neceſſity, with David, of imploring 
_ Gop 


— 
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Gov to df him from his ſecret 1 
with ſome hope and confidence to ſay, with this 
great man after his conviction “ Try me, O 
Gon] and ſeek the ground of my heart, 
« prove me and examine my thoughts, look 
e well if there be any way of e e 0s 
90 and lead me in n the "ways ne . e 


3 


i 


# 


| Now to Gop the father, &c. Ge. 
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CASE or ELIJAH, 
WIDOW or ZAREPHATH, 
- Conſidered, © _—_ 
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AIs 1 with th following De- 
dication to the Lord Biſhop of Carliſie, 
then Dean of York, was printed ſome 
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is therefore reprinted in this Collection. 
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H A v E taken the liberty to n | 
this diſcourſe to you, in teſtimony of 
the great reſpect which I owe to your cha- 
rafter in general; and from a ſenſe of what 
is due to it in particular from every mem- 
ber of the church f OR K. | 
I wiſhT had as good a reaſon for doing 
that, which has given me the opportunity 
of making ſo publick and juſt an acknow- 
ledgement ; being afraid there can be little 
left to be ſaid upon the ſubject of Charity, 
which has not been often thought, and 
much better expreſſed, by. many who have 
gone before: and indeed it ſeems ſo beaten 
and common a path, that it is not an eaſy 
matter for a new-comer to diſtinguiſh him- 
ſelf in it, by any thing cron the wen 
of his HVebicle. | 

I beg, however, Sir, your kind accept- 
ance of it, and of the motives which have 

induced me to addreſs it to you; one of 


WIRE, 


' „ . | TTY! # : 
| . : . * as 
which I cannot conceal in ju ice to my- 
» ; 5 
If becauſe it has proc -"ITOM 
E 7 8 ; hn 
IO 7 . "4 * ili . . „ 1 . 
ſenſe of many favours and cCivilities which : 
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cruſe oil fail, according to the word UN a 
of which be n * the — 60 nn! 


RES 
W 


+ 
* * ” 
; y ? 
. 


IHE 3 41 ped text are HY inal IU A 
miracle wrought.in behalf of the widow of 
Tare ephath, who. had charitably taken Elijah un- 
der mr roof, and .adminiſtered unto him in A 
time of great , ſcaraity and diſtreſs. . There is 
ſomething very intereſting and affectionate in the 
manner this ſtory is related in holy writ; and 28 
it concludes with a ſecond ſtill more remar 
proof of Gop's favour to the ſame perſon, in the 
reſtoration of her dead ſon to life, one cannot 
but conſider both miracles as rewards of that act 
of piety, wrought, by infinite power, and left 
upon record in ſcripture, not merely as teſtimo- 
nies of the prophet” s divine miſſion, but likewiſe 
as two encouraging inſtances of Gop Almighty's 
bleſſing upon works of charity and benevolence. 
In this view I have made choice of this piece 
of ſacred ſtory, which I ſhall beg leave to make 
uſe of as the grout d- wo. K for an exhortation to 
Vor. IV. 1 | cba. ty 
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charity in general: and that it may better anſwer 


the particular. purpoſe of this ſolemnity, I will 


endeavour to enlarge upon it with ſuch reflections, 
as, I truſt in God, will excite ſome ſentiments 
of compaſſion which may be profieble « to ſo pious 
a deſign. 


Elijah had fled from two dreadful evils, the ap- 


proach of a famine, and the perſecution of -Ahab 


an enraged enemy : and, in obedience to the com- 


mand of Gop, had hid himſelf by the brook 


Cherith, that is before Jordan. In this ſafe and 


peaceful ſolitude, bleſſed with daily marks of 

Gop's providence, the holy man dwelt free both 
from the cares and glories of the world: by mi- 
raculous impulſe, the ravens brought him bread 
and fleſh in the morning, and bread pin fleſh in the 
evening, and he drank of the brook; till by con- 


tinuance of drought, (t e windows of heaven be- . 


— 


ing ſhut up in thoſe days for three years and fix 
months, which was the natural cauſe likewiſe of 


the famine, (it came to paſs after a while that the 


brook, the great fountain of his ſupport, dried 


up; and he is again directed by the word of the 
Lord where to betake himſelf for ſhelter. He is 
' commanded to-arife and go to Zarephath, which 

belongeth to Zidon, with an aſſurance that he 
had diſpoſed the heart of a widow-woman there 
to ſuſtain him. 


The prophet follows the call of his Gop: "Ng 


the ſame hand, which brought him to the gate of 
the city, had led alſo the pòor widow out of her 
doors, oppreſſed with forrow. She had come forth 
upon a m lancholy errand, to make preparation 
to eat her laſt meal, and ſhare i it with her child. 
No doubt, ſhe had long fenced againſt this 


tragical event, with all the thrifty management 


which 


s. ER M ON Y. 5 


Which ſelf· preſervation and parental love could in- 
5 wy doubt, of e and many tender 
apprebenſtons, leſt hen tender ſtock. would. fail 
idem befote the tetutm of plent .. 
„But as ſhe was a Widow, having loſt pres only: | 
| faithful friend who would beſt have aſſiſted her in 
this virtuous ſtruggle, * preſent neceſſity of the 
mes at length overeame her; and ſhe was juſt 
falling down an eaſy prey to it, when Elijah came 
to the place Where ſhe was. And be called unto 
ber, . Eich me, I pray thee, 4 little wa- 
a + that. 1 may drink; And as ſhe was. 
Punta her, and ſaid, Bring 
ae read in toune Sand. 


: h; tle 51 in a 3 0 5.504 * . mag prone 
ſticks, that I may go and dreſs. it for me and my ſons. 
that we may eat it and die. And Hlijab ſaid unte 
her, Fear not, but go, and do as thou haſt faid- "i 
but make me therefore à little cake firſt, and bring it 
unto me, and after make for thee and for thy ſons; 
For thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, The barrel 
of meal.ſhall not waſte,” neither ſhall the eruſe of oil 
fail, until the * Shad, the. Lord u. rain yon 

the earth. 5 
True ihe FR is always aniline 1 . ex- 
cuſes—elſe here was a fair opportunity of plead- 


ing many: ſhe might have inſiſted over again upon 5 ü N 
her ſituation, which neceſſarily tied up her hand: 


he might have urged the unreaſonableneſs. 
of the requeſt that ſhe was reduced to the 
lowed. extremity already; and that it was con- 

trary to juſtice, and the firſt law of nature, to 
rob herſelf and child on r laſt Or 50 


give it eme 
25 D 2 | 


| Por, as Go » certainly interwove thut frfendl 


i E N * OY 1 Dl 
But, in generous iſpirits,'/compaſſion is ſomes | 
times more than a L e eg, 


ſoftneſs in our nature io be a cheek upon tes gre 
a propenſity towards ſelf love ſb it ſeemed to 
2 here. For it is obſervable; that, t 
the prophet backed his requeſt with the Stormiſe 
af an immediate recompence in multiplying her 
ſtock; yet it is not evident iſne was influenced at 
all by that temptation. For if 'ſhe had, doubt. 
leſs it muſt have wrought ſuch a chinhwe. of ſelf 
intereſt into the motive of her compliance, us. 
muſt greatly have allayed the merit of the action. 
But this, I ſay, does not appear, but rather the 
contrary, from the reflection ſne makes upon the 
_ whole, in the laſt verfe of the chapter. 'Now'by 
this ¶ knoio that thou urt a mam of God, and bot 
the word of the Lord in thy mouth ur truth. 
Beſides, as ſhe was an inhabitant of "= NE 

(or, as it is called by St. Luke, Sarepta, ſubje& 
to Sidon, the metropolis of Pheenicin, e 
the bounds of Gop's people,) ſhe had been 
bro ght up in groſs darkneſs and idolatry, in utter 
ignorance of the ORD GD of Iſrael: or; if 
ſhe had heard of his name, which is all that ſeems 
probable, ſne had been taught to diſbelieve the 
mighty wonders of his hand, and was Ri os 

ROM to believe his'prophet. - -- 
Moreover, ſne might argue, af eue win; vy 

ſorne:ſ6cret myſtery of his on or through the 
power of his G0 B, is able te ptocue ſo preter- 
natural à ſupply forme, whence cotties/itt6 (paſs, 
that he:now ſtandls in LF e e n doch 
with hunger and thitſt?! 

At appears therefore, that the maſt tivelbeas 

wrought upon by an namixed, Principle” 6 huma- 


* 


She confilered te had canieza weary pi 
a hy ditnate;!: through an enhauſted eountry, 
where either hfradtbynaterwerg tobe: hadg bitt 
byr ats dafl beraliti - IF hat be hach come! num 
kndwh braweller! and ad bardiheart ngven wants 
2i pneteoce, hab this cincunfianes, sbich fhguld 


rather hase beffiended; might. Have! helped td 


appreſs. hind Sho dense For charity is ever 
fruitful inikind/reaſbns,: that he was: now Far fru 


er e andi ha ſtxa yech ont'eb dhe ranch 


er ofſides of b one h affection: 
n his a 


be, and By, and her houſe did eat | many duyn; or, 
as in the macgin, one Whole year. Aud tlis lar 
rel of ' meal: waſted not, neither" did the: craſi df 


eil fail. untib the Jay that Ged: fant rain pan tbr 


earth. Sf: Mi: + . Alls, 195. meg! A 411.3 1 453 241 
Though it may not ſeem yeorllary to raiſe con- 
jeQures here upon this event, yet it is naturał᷑ to 
fappoſe, the danger of the famine thus uns 
expettedly got 

laak hopefully 
There: were: 


forwards u e reſt of hen days. 


fin months; yet, as St. Luke obſerves, u nom eg 
them: tuns the prophet ſent;. ſave: ta ibis abi of 


Sarepta.. In aff likelihood; ſhe Would not be the 


laſt: in making the fame obſtiv ation, and ming 
from it ſoma flattering eonblufier: in favoõB: her 


er * A pacent; would buildi high upam a 


e ftundittia n. She the Gm af Iſtaeĩ 


{© has thus ſent his; on meſſenger to is in our 
The . to paſs by: ſo: many houſes of his- on 
TL My b people, 


8 in the Rae: ——— bark 
in 


Mende - hem heft Was touchy 
ed with pity.——She dea im ſilenes, and rt 
and dit according as he had faid. Andſbeholu, \both 


to0vers; that the mothef began to 


many widows-in Itraeha that time, 
when the heavens were ſhut up for this yeans and 
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people, and ſiop at mine, to ſave it; in ſo * 
„ raculous a manner, — deſtruction; doubtieſs 
« this is but an earneſt of his future kind inten- 
6 tions to us; at leaſt, hie goodneſs: has decreed 
« to comfort my old age by the long life and | 
health of my ſon :+—=but perhaps he has ſome- 
thing greater ſtill ĩn ſtore for him; and I hall 
% live to * the ſaine hand hereafter crown his 
% head with glory and honour.” We may na- 
turally ſuppoſe her innocently carried away with 
ſuch thoughts, when ſhe is called back by an un- 
expected diſtemper which ſurpriſes her Oy; e 
in one moment, brings down all her —— 
far: his ſicineſt 'was| . en "eat ther "was no 
breath left in him. — 
The expoſtulations of e r are 
| ſeldom juſt---For, though Elijah had already pre- 
ſerved her ſon, as well as herfelf, from immediate 
death, and was the laſt. cauſe to be ſuſpected of 
ſo ſad an accident; yet the paſſionate mother, in 
the firſt tranſport; challenges him as the author 
of her [misfortunes ; as if he had brought 
down ſorrow upon a houſe, which had ſo hoſpi- 
tably ſheltered him. The prophet) was too full 
of compaſſion, to make reply to ſo unkind an 
accuſation. - He takes the dead child out” of his 
mother s boſom, and laid him upun hir own bel: 
and bhecried unto the Lord and ſuid, O Lord my 
God! haft thou brought evil upon the widow with 
whom 1 ſojourn, by. ſlaying ber | ſon'? © Is this the 
% reward of all hier charity and goodneſs? thou 
haſt before this robbed her of a dear partner 
<<, of all her joys and all her cares; and no that 
« ſhe is a widow; and has moſt reaſon to ex expect 
«+, thy protection; behold, thou haſt withdrawn 
6 her laſt prop: thou haſt taken away her child, 
the op ſtay ſhe had to reſt on.“ And = 
8 Q en 


cried unto 
che, let this in" on 4 1 0 into 12 again. 


The prayer was urgent, and boſpoke the | gif 


treſs of a humane mind deeply ſuffering in the 
misfortunes of another; moreover his heart 
was rent with other paſſions. He Was zealous for 


the name and honour of his Gop, and thought 
not only his omnipotence, but his glorious” attri- 

bute of mercy concerned in the event: for, ht 
with what triumph would the prophets of Baal 


retort his own bitter taunt, and fay, his God was 


either ralking, or he was purſuing, or was ”n # 
journey; or peradventure” he ſlept and ſhould" hate 
been awaked.---He was moreover invoſved in the 


| ſacceſs of his prayer himſelf ; Honeſt minds 


are moſt hurt by ſcandal e he was afraid, 
leſt ſo foul a one, ſo unworthy of his character, 

might ariſe among the Heathen, who would re- 
port with pleaſure, Lo the widow of 'Zarephath 
ic took the meſſenger of the Gop of Iſrael under 


«© her roof, and kindly entertained him, and Tee | 


« how the is rewarded; ſurely the prophet 

ce ungrateful, he wanted Power, e or what i is wore, 

« he wanted pity l” _ 
Beſides all this, he plea 


d not only, ns Laut 


of the widow; it was the cauſe of charity "itſelf, 
deep wound already, and 


which had ticeived" 2 
would ſuffer ſtill more ſhould *Gop deny it this 
teſtimony of his favour. So the Lord hearkened 
unto the voice of Elijah, and the ' foul of the child 
came unto him again, and he revived. And Elijah 
took the child, and brought him down” out of Lhe 
chamber into the h uſe, and delivered bim unto bis 
mother : and Elijah ſaid; See, thy ſon lit eth. 

It would be a pleaſure to a good mind to p 
here a moment, and __ to EINE the picture 


e ESP Ir 
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of fo 16 an e & Big on one | 5 
the faptures of the parent, overcome with fur⸗ 
prize and gratitude, and imagine how A ſudden 
ſtroke of ſuch impetuous joy muſt operate on a 
deſpairing countenance,. long accuſtomed. to ſad: 
neſs. . To conceive, on the other ſide of the 
Riace, the holy man approaching with the child 
in his arms full of honeſt triumph in his looks, 
but ſweetened. with all the kind ſympathy. which. a 
gentle nature could. overflow, with, upon. ſo happy. 
an event. It is a ſubje& one might recommend, 
to the pencil of a great genius, and would even 
ord: matter. for deſcription. here; but that. it 
would lead us too far from the en en purpoſe, 
for which I have enlarged upon thus much of the 
ſtory already; the chief deſign of which is to il- 
luſtrate by a fact, what is evident both in reaſon: 
and fcripture, that a charitable and good action is, 
ſeldom. caſt away, but that euen in this life it is, 
more than probable, that what is ſo ſcattered ſhall 
be gathered again with increaſe. Caſt thy bread 
upon the waters, and thou ſhalt find it a) many 
days. Be as a father unte the fatherleſs, and in. 
 flead of a husband unte their mather : ſo. 6 ſhalt thou 
4. 1 an of the Meft High, and he will love 
more than thy mother doth. Be mindful of good. 
turns, for thou Fnoweft not what. evil. ſball como upon 
the earth ;, and whan thou falleſt thou; ſhalt find a ſtay. 
It all preſerve thee from all affliction, and fight: fur 
thee. againſt thy —— better than. a mighty ſds. 
and: a ſtrong ſpear. . 
The great inſtability of temporal ier and 
conſtant fluctuation of every thing in this world, 
afford perpetual e of een refuge i in, Ons 
en, i 8 ne 4 
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What; by. ſus eſlive,, chants Wig 3 
croſs accidents. in trade; by miſcarriage of 


hat by pnlgitable enpenges of pa: 


We e make; en wee 
d fly waz. 0 mange urbrigi 
tions 40. every day happen in Famili 
ot ſeem: ſtrange. to. ay chat the po — 
ef, the mot liberab, eontributors bere, in the 
an one ceheͤf]˙⁴ may N e men 
ib x. hn. thekter under this veny plant which: - 
they now, ſo, kind! y Water, Nay}: ſc quick 
fometimes. has the: round, that many 
a man has lived to enjeꝝ the benefit of gba» 
rity: which: his own pi piety projected. CCC 
| But, beſides rg and excluſive of the right 
whic Gop's promiſe gives it to protection here- 
after, charity uad bebevolenesd in the ordinary 
chain of, effects, nner eee 
diate tendeney in them(olves to | 
the accidents of the world, by ewig eben brarte, 
and winning every man's wiſhes to its intereſt. 
When a compafſ man falls, who wank. 
not "pity, Hm who, preg had power to deity 
would not befriand and raiſe him vp d or cou, the 
moſt barbarous temper. offer. aminſalt:tg; Has Wiſe 
treſs, withont pain and relactanoe d ſo that it is 
almoſt a wonder that covetouſneſe, even in ſpite- 
of itſelf, does not ſometiches argue a man into 
qharity, by its on principle of looki vg-forwards,, 
and the firm expeCtation it would Ache in of 
receiving its own again with ufury S evident 
is it in the courſe of Goms e, and: the 
natural ſtream of things, that 2 good office, ane 
time or other, generally meets with 4 dt 
© Gid.Lfay——how can it er fail ?--- 
D 5 N when, 


* 8 E ö K © 6 x ay 5 
| Webs besides all this}: ſo large a mardf the — 
compence is fo inſepatable even from the action Mm 
itſelf. ' Aſk the man who Has a tear of ten . 
always ready to ſhed over the unfortunate 
withal, is ready to diſtribute and Wi 
municate: aſk him if the beſt things nch 
X have ſaid of - pleaſure have expreſſed what de has 
N felt, when, by à ſeaſonable kindneſs, he has made 
the heart of the widow fing for joy. Mark then 
the expreſſions of unutterable pleaſure and | har- | 
mony in his looks; and ſay, whether Solomon 
has not fixed the point of true enjoyment in the 
right place, when he declares, that he knew no : 
6 good there was in any of the Fiches or honou 
*« of this world; 5 for a mam ts dd good with them 
& in his life. Nor was it without reaſon he 
made this judgment.---Doubtleſs he had found 5 
| and ſeen the inſuffieiency of all ſenſual pleaſures 5 ; 
1 how unable to farniſh either a rational of a laſting 
ſcheme of happineſs; how ſvon the' beſt of them 
vaniſhed ; the leſs exceptionable ĩ in vanity, but the 
itty both in vanity and vexdtion of Pirit. But 
that this was of ſo pure and refined a nature; jt 
burned” without conſuming z/ it was figuratively: 
the widows Barrel of | meal which waſted roo yaa 
ert of oil which never failed.” e HAT? 
t is an eaſy matter to add weight to the 
aber of the wwiſe}t man, upon the pleaſure of 
doing good; or elſe the evidence of the philoſo- 
pher Epicurus is very remarkable, whoſe word 
in this matter is the more to be truſted, becauſe a 
profeſſed ſenſualiſt ; who, amidſt all the delica- 
_ cies and improvements of pleaſure, which a luxu- 
riant fancy might ſtrike out, ſtill maintained, 
that the beſt way of enlarging human happineſs 
1 by a communication ref it to others. 5 eq 
R 3 \n 


rd N 
De 


And if it a here, r ther 15 
to refine, upon this doctrine, one might further 
maintain, excluſive of the happineſs, Which the 
mind itſelf feels in the exerciſe o -of this virtue, t that 3 
the very body of man is never; 1 in A better Nate | 
than when be is moſt inclined to do good offices: ? 
—that as nothing more conttibutes to health than 
a benevolence of temper, ſo IK generally > 
was a ſtronger indication of it. 5 
And what ſeems to confirm this opinion, is 1 
obſervation, the truth of which muſt be ſubmit- 5 
ted to every one's refleQion---namely-- that 4 
diſinclination and. backwardneſs to do good, is. . 
often attended, if not produced, by an indifpe . 
tion of the animal as well as rational part of us? 
— ſo naturally do the ſoul and body, as in other 
caſes ſo in this, mutually befriend, or prey upon 
each other. And indeed, ſetting alk de all abſtruſet” 
reaſoning upon the point, T cannot conceive,. 1 t 
that the very mechanical motions, which maintam 
life, muſt be performed with more equal. ese 
and freedom in that man, whom a great and . 
foul perpetually inclines to few merey to the” mite 
ſerable, than they can be in a poor, ſordid; "felfifte” 
wretch, whofe little, contracted Heart, melts at 
no man's affliction; but ſits brooding ſo intently! 
over its own plots and concerns, as to ſee ànd feel, 
nothing; and, in truth, enjay. nothing beyond 
himſelf: and of whom one may ſay what _ 
great maſter of nature has, fpe peaking of 'a natural 
ſenſe of harmony, which I think, with more Jula 
tice, may de ſaid of compaſſion, that the man ho 
had 2 "oy 1 quits 
« Was treaſons, atagems and its Fl — 
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| 9 of the body z, that t here is no e lo. 
natural to, It as love, which | is the no of do- 


| 5 1 has and 11 8 Si vl ike this 3 


IEF 


i 1 15 To vice, t lat e are hard to 2 . : 


| Wm „ may with, equal truth he aid concerning 
e impreſſions of benevolence. that a man 


do much violence to. himſelf, and ſuffer ma- 


v. painful ſtruggle before he can tear away ſo 


gſeat and noble a part of his nature. Of this an- 


tiquity has preſerved a. beautiful. inſtance. in an 
anecdote of Alexander, the tyrant of Pheres, . 


hearts. as to ſeem to take delight 1 in-cruelty, inſo- 
Ya ah. as to murder Dy of his 8 TAHOE, 2 1 — 


$5 4 i 


. with the ee ſtreſs 1 445 the poet f 
had wrought up in it, that he burſt out into a 
pod of tears. The explication of which incon- 


bſtency i is eaſy, and. caſts as great a luſtre upon 


but here, there was no room for motives of that 
kind: ſo that his attentian being firſt caught hald 
of, and all his vices laid aſleep; then NATURE 


eko in triumph, and ſhewed how deeply ſhe 
bad 


= 


though he had ſo e bardened his 


ye” nature, AS. the. man himſelf was a diſgrace 1 
to it. — The caſe ſeems | to have been this: . in rea h 85 
life. he, bad. been blinded. with. paſſions, and, 
thoughtleſsly hurried on by intereſt or reſentment: = 


F: 


had Cont the FREE of a in every man's 
breaſt; when tyrants, with vices the molt, at n 
—. an were nat able n to root it 


63 3 3 
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11 Bo ro oh virtue, of 3 
ting A. off, _ ſhades, which wickedneſs. lends: 
us, when one might ſafely truſſ to the force of her 
own natural charms, and aſk, whether any. thing. 
under Heaven, in its own nature, is more lovely. 
and engaging?— To. illuſtrate this the more, let: 
us turn our thoughts within ourſelves; and for 
moment, let any. number of us here imagine ou 


ſelves at this inſtant engaged in drawing the me — 


perfect and amiable 4— — ſuch as, wn ef 
to our conceptians of the Deity, we ſhould think 


moſt acceptable to him, and moſt likely te — 


univerſally admired by all, mankind.—I appeal 40 
your own. thoughts, whether the firſt, . 
offered itſelf to moſt of our imaginations, wauldd 
not be that of a compaſſionate benefaQtor; firetch+- 
ing forth his hand to raiſe up the helpleſs orphan? 
Whatever other virtues we ſhould give our hero, 
we ſhould. all agree in making him a 2 
friend; who thought the opportunities of 
good to be the only charm of his preſperity: w 
| ſhould paint him like the pſalmiſt's riuen of Git 

| PURE bin a the thirſty parts of the earth, that he 
might enrich them, carrying plenty and gladnefs'. 

along with him. If this was not ſufficient, and 
we were ſtill defirous of adding a farther degree! 
of perfection to ſo great a character; we ſhould. 
endeavour to think of ſome one, if human nature 
could furniſh; ſuch a pattern, who, if occaſion re- 
quired, was willing to undergo all kinds of aMic-- 
tion, to facrifice himſelf, to forget his deateſt 
intereſts, and even lay down wy ne for the good 
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of mankind And 1860 merciful Saviour! 


how. would the bright original of thy unbounded. 
goodneſs break in upon our hearts? Thou tho 
 becameſt poor, that we might be rich—though Lord 
of all this world, yet had/t not where bf lay he 
Bead. And though equal in power and glory to 


the great Gop of NATURE, yet madef? thyſelf ”Y 


no reputation; tookeſt upon thee the form of a ſervant, 


---ſubmitting thyſelf, without opening thy EY 
to all the indignittes which a thankleſs a | 
diſcerning people could offer; and at length, 

accompliſſi our ſalvation, becamaſt obedient” ed 
death, ſuffering thyſelf, as on this day,? to be 4 


Hike à lamb to the ſlaughter | 


The conſideration of this ſtupendous EM * 


ooenpeſſion in the ſon of God, is the moſt unan- 
 ſwerable appeal that can be made to the heart of 
man, for the reaſonableneſs of it in himſelf It 
is the great argument which the apoſtles uſe in 
almoſt all their exhortations to good works. 


Beloved, if Chrift ſo loved u;---the inference is un- 
avoidable ; and gives ſtrength and beauty to every 
thing elfe which can be urged upon the fubjeQ. 
And therefore I have reſerved it for my laſt and 


warmeſt appeal, with which T would gladly finiſh 


this diſcourſe, that, at leaſt for their ſakes for 
whom it is preached, we might be left to the 
full impreſſion of ſo exalted and ſo ſeaſonable a 
motive That by reflecting upon the infinite la- 
bour of this day's love, in the inſtance of 
CHRIS T's death, we may confider what an im- 
menſe debt we owe to each other: and by ealling 


to mind the amiable pattern of his life, in doing 


good, we might learn in wha manner we vr" 


beſt diſcharge it. 


W Preached « ON 1 Good Friday. 


And 
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And indeed, of all the method s in white 21 ood”. 
mii would be willing to do it, I believe there 
can be none more beneficial, or comprehenſive i in 
its effects, than that for which we are here met 
together. The proper education of poor children 
being the ground- work of almoſt every other kind 
of charity, as that which makes every other ſub- 
ſequent act of it anſwer the porous boy t of 
The: giver. _ 

"Without this foundation firſt 101 how much 
kindneſs in the piogreſs of a benevolent ma's life 
is unavoidably- caſt away? and ſometimes' where 
it is as ſenſeleſs, as the expoſing a tender plant to 

all the inclemencies of a cruel ſeaſon, and then- 
going with ſorrow to take it in, when the root is 
already dead. I ſaid, therefore, this was the 
foundation of almoſt every kind of charity, and 
might not one have added, of all policy too ? ſince 
N the many ill conſequences which attend the want 
of it, though grievouſly felt by the parties them- 
ſelves, are no leſs ſo by the community of which 
they are members; and moreover, of all miſ- 
chiefs ſeem the hardeſt to be redreſſed . Inſo- 
much, that When one conſiders the diſſoyab ſe- 
ductions of Popery on one hand, and on the other, 
that no bad man, whatever he profeſſes, can be w 
good ſubjeQ, one may venture to ſay, it had been 
cheaper and better for the nation to have bore 
the expence of inſtillj gel ſound principles and good 
morals into the neglected children of the lower 
ſort, eſpecially in 1 ag ia of Great- Britain, 
than to be obliged, ſo often as we have been 
within this laſt century, to riſe up and arm dur- 
ſelves againſt the rebellious effects which the want 
of them have brought down: even to our doors. 
And in fact, if we are to truſt antiquity, the 2 
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af which, in this, caſe, Babes vo alen u., 


pute, this matter has been looked upon of ſuch 
vaſt importance to the civil happineſs. and peace; 
of a people, that foe commenweglths, the; mag ; 


a public concern. of. itz thinking it much ſafes. to! | 
be entruſted to the prudence of the megiſtrate, 
than to the miſtaken tenderneſs or natural Parki> 
ality of the parent. 
It was conſiſtent with this, and befoakais very 
refined ſenſe ”w policy in the Lacedæmonians, 
(though, by the way, L believe,. different from 
what more modern politics. weuld have directed 
in like circumſtances) when Antipater demanded; 
of them fifty children, as hoſtages. fer the ſecurity. 
of a diſtant engagement, they made this brave. 
and: wiſe anſwer, They would nat they could 
„ not conſent: they would rather give him 
5, double the number of their beſt! up groum 
<«, men,” —Intimating, that however they were 
diſtreſſed, they would chooſe: any inconvenience 
rather than ſuffer the loſs of their country's edu 
cation; and the opportunity (which if once loſt 
can never be regained) of giving their youth an 
early tincture of religion, and bringing them up 
to a love of induſtry, and a love of the laws and 
e of their country. H this ſhews the 
great importance: of a proper education to chik- 
dren: of all ranks and conditions, what ſhall we: 
ſay then of theſe whem the providence of Go 
bas placed in the very loweſt lot of life, utterly 
caſt out of the way of knowledge, without a 
parent, ſometimes, may be, without a friend to 
guide and inſtru them, but what common pit y, 
and the neceſſity af their ſad ſituation, engages: 
where the dangers. which ſurround them on 
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every. ode are 1 ed nk n that for. one 
fortunate paſſenger in life, who makes his way 
well in the ee with. ſuch early. diſadvantages 


| Ind ſa diſmal a ſetting out, we may reckan, thou- 
ſands. 90! MET, * ſuff 


2 r Sugrech,, a Ae 
oft for ever. eee gas: 
f it there is a caſe 4 heaven, wich my_ bo 
* aloud for the more immediate exerciſe of compa» 
fion, and which may be looked upon as the com- 
pendium of all charity, ſurely it is this; and. Em 
perſuaded there would want nothing more to con - 
vince. the greateſt enemy to theſe kinds, of chari- 
ties that it is ſo, but a bare opportunity of taking 
a nearer. view of ſome of the mam ciilreſghul, ab- 
jects of it. „ 
Let him go into the 8 = the ene BLN | 
nate, into ſome mournful cottage; where poverty 
and affliction reign. together. There let him be- 
bo. the. diſconſolate widow—fitting—ſterped in 
thus ſacrowing over the infant, ſhe knows 
= . to ſuccour. O my child. thou art 
« now. left expoſed to a vide and vicious world, 
ee too full of ſnares and temptations for thy ten- 
«© der and unpractiſed age, Perhaps a. parents 
love ma e thoſe dangera.— But when I 
* conſider thou art, driven aut: naked into the 
« midſt of them, withaut friends, without for- 
© tune, without inſtruction, my heart blaeds be- 
* forehand for the evils: which may come upon 
© thee. Gop, in whom we truſted; is witneſs, 
& fo. low. had his providence. placed us, that we 
% never; indulged. one wiſh. to have made | thee 
ce rich,---virtuous we would have made thee ;--» 
« for thy father, my husband, was a goad man and 
4 feared the. Lord: and though all; the; fruits of 
4 h care e cd — were little enough far our 
Hl = "8 3 
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* fopport/ yet he honeſtly bad determined: to 


have ſpared ſome portion 1 it, ſcanty as it was, 
to have placed thee ſafely in the way of know- 
e ledge and inſtruction.— But alas! he is gone 


, from us never to return more: and with him 
** are fled the means of doing it :---For, behold 
« the creditor is come upon us, to take all that we 


*«.-have.”---Grief is eloquent, and will not eafily 
de imitated. But let the man, who is the leaſt 


friend to diſtreſſes of this nature, conceive ſome {| 
diſconſolate widow uttering her complaint even 


In this manner, and then let him conſider, 7 
there is any ſorrow like this ſorrow, wherewith the 


Lord has affiified her? or whether there can be 
any charity like that, of taking the child out of the 


mother 's boſom, and reſcuing her from theſe ap- 
prehenſions? Should a Heathen, a ſtranger to 


our holy religion and the love it teaches, ſhould 


he, as he journeyed, come to the place where ſhe lay, 
toben he ſaw, would he not have compaſſion on her? 
Go forbid a Chriſtian ſhould this day want it; 
or at any time hoo upon ſuch a diſtreſs, and paſs 
| by on the other fide. 

Rather let him do as hiz PLAY R taught him, 
lind up. the wounds, and pour comfort into the 
heart of one, whom the hand of God has ſo 
bruiſed. Let him praQiſe what it is, with Elijah's 
tranſport, to ſay to the afflifted widow, See, 
thy fon liveth !---liveth by my charity, and the 
bounty of this hour, to all the purpoſes which 
make life defirable,---to be made a good man; 
and a profitable ſubje& : on one hand to be train- 
ed up to ſuch a ſenſe of his duty, as may ſecure 
him an intereſt in the world to come; and with 
regard to this world, to be ſo brought up in it, 


to a love of honeſt labour and induſtry, as * 
ife 


Ce ee 
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life long to earn and eat his bread with joy and 
thankfulneſs. 


40 


% Much peace and happineſs reſt upon the 


head and heart of every one who thus brings 


children to CuhRIS T. May the blefling of 
him that was ready to periſh come ſeafonably 
upon him.---The Lord comfort him, when be 
moſ! wants it, when he lyes ſick upon his bed; 
make thou, O Gon! all his bed in his fick- 


neſs; and for what he now ſcatters, give him, 
then, that peace of thine which paſſeth all 
_ underſtanding, and which nothing i in this world 


can __ give or take away.” Amen. 
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IESE winks are the Ree: wich our 
Savio vx has left upon the behaviour and 
diferent degrees of merit in the two men, the 
phariſee and publican, whom he repreſents, in the 
foregoing parable, as going up into the temple to 
pray. In what manner they diſcharged this great 
and ſolemn duty, will beſt be ſeen from a conſide- 
ration of the prayer which each is ſaid to have 
addreſſed to Gop upon the occaſion. 

The phariſee, inſtead of an act of humiliation 
| in that awful preſence before which he ftood,--- 
with an air of triumph and' ſelf-ſufficiency, thanks 
Gop that he had not made him like others---ex- 
tortioners, adulterers, unjuſt, or even as this pub- 
| Ifean---The publican is repreſented as ſtanding 
afar off, and with a heart touched with humility, 
from a juſt ſenſe of his own unworthineſs, is ſaid 
only to have ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying — | 
God be merciful to me a ſinner. I tell you, 
adds our SAvIOouR,” this man went down to his 
houſe juſtified rather than the other. 

| Tho! the juſtice of this determination  ikes 
every one at firſt ſight, it may not be amiſs to 
enter into a more 9 examination of the 
evidence 
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1 and reaſons upon which it might be 


foupBeg, not 'obly begauſei it may place the equity 


of this deciſion in favour of the publican in a 


ſtronger light, but that the os ſeems likely 


to lead me to a train of refle&ions not unſuitable 
eto the ſolemnity of the ſeaſon. ? 
The Phariſee was one of that ſeQ, who, 1 in 


$2,405: ig: to 7 A nm ee 
wrought themſelves into much credit and reputa- 


tion with the people: and indeed, as the bulk of 


theſe are eaſily caught with appeara 
character ſeems to 1 been admirably well ſuit- 


ed to ſuch a purp' If vou looked no farther 
| than the outward part of. it, You; would, 


common ſanQity of life, guarded by great deco- 


rum and ſeverity, of manners,---profuſe and fre- | 


quent charities to the poor, many acts of religion, 
much obſervance of the e e 
much prayer. 
1 painful to ſu the 3 of ſo 
much Me ea d _— bave been. fo. here, had 
not our . left us their. real charac- 
ter upon record, and drawn up by bimfelf in One 


word that the ſe& were like whitened ſepulchres, 


all fair and beautiful without, and enriched there 
| with whatever could attract the eye of the behold- 
er; but, when ſearched withinſide, were full of 
corruption, and of whatever could ſhock and diſ- 
guſt the ſearcher. _ So that with all their affecta- 


tion of piety, and more extraordinary ſtrictneſs 


and regularity. in. their outward. deportment, all 
| ine and uncultivated within---and alltheſe 


fair 


* 


* Preached | in Lent. 


—— 


des, t leir 


made up of all goodneſs, and perfedtiong : an un- 


fair pretences, how promiſing. 8 dlaſtes — 
the indulgence of the worſt of human paſſions ;— 
ride ſpiritual pride, the worſt, of all pride ; 
by 2ocriſy,: ſelf-love, covetouſneſs, | . extortion, 
cruelty, and revenge. What Pity it is that the ſa-- 
. cred name; of, religion. ſhould ever have been bor- 1 
rowed, and employed in fo bad a work, as in co = 
vering over ſuch a black catalogue of vices,—or : 
that the fair form of virtue ſhould have been thus 
dilgraced, and for ever drawn into ſuſpicion, 
from the unworthy uſes of this kind, to which 
che artful and abandoned have often put her. The 
phariſee ſeems to havx had not many feruples of 
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this kind, and the. prayer be makes uſe of in the mM 
temple is a true picture of the man's heart, ang 
ſhews with what a diſpoſition and frame of mind 1 
he came d worlhup 2 


Sol Ithank thee: that than ha Canned me 1.1; HB 
of different materials from the reſt: of my ſpecies, | 
whom then/ haſt created frail and vain by nature, 
but by choice and diſpoſit A. a corrupt and | 

« wicked. „ pt - 

Me, thou haſt Gives in a different mould, — 
and haſt infuſed ſo large a portion of thy ſpirit ino 
me, lol I am raiſed above the temptations and i 
deſires to,which fleſh and blood are ſubjet——T 
thank thee that thou haſt made me thus . not a 
frail veſſel of clay, like that of other men or 
even this publican, but that I ſtand here a choſen 
and ſanQified veſſel unto the. 5 

After this obvious paraphraſe upon the words, ; 
mich ſpeaks no more than the true ſpirit of the . | } 
| phariſee s prayer, you would naturally aſk what ll 
reaſon was there for all this triumph—or what "YM 
foundatien could he have to inſult in this manner - 
over the eee eee, | 

Vo LEE = os 
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the humble publican who ſtood before him? 


Why, ſays he, I give tythes of all that I poſfeßs. 


Truly a very indifferent account of himſelf 
and if that was all he had to offer in his own be- 
half, God knows, it was but a weak foundation 
to ſupport ſo much arrogance aid ſelf· conceit; 


becauſe the obſervance of both the one and the 


other of theſe ordinances might be ſuppoſed well 
enough to be conſiſtent with the en profigate 
of life and manners. 

The conduct and deer of the! publican 
appears very different and indeed as much the 
Teverſe to this as you could conceive. But before 
we enter upon that, as I have ſpoke largely to the 
character of the phariſee, twill be but juſtice to 
ſay a word or two in general to his. The publi- 


can was one of that order of men employed by the 
Roman emperors in levying the taxes and contri- 


butions which were from time to time exacted 
from Judea as a conquered nation. Whether from 
the particular fate of that employment, owing to 
the fixed averſion which men have to part with 


what is their own, or from whatever other cauſes 


it happened—ſo.it was, that the whole ſet of men 


were odious, inſomuch, that the name of a pub- 


lican was a term of reproach and "Ronny among 
the Jews. 

Perhaps the many inſtances of rigour to which 
their office might direct them—heightened ſome- 
times by a mixture of cruelty and inſolence of 


their own—and poſſibly always made to appear 


worſe than they were by the loud clamours and - 
miſrepreſentations of athers—all might have con- 
tribut d to form and fix this odium. But it was 
here no doubt, as, in all other claſſes of 'men, 
whoſe profeſſions _—_— them to more tempta 
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ſnares and opportunities which lie in their way,— 

| paſs through them not only with an unblemiſhed 

character, but with the inward” Mm mas! of a 
conſcience. 

The publican in all likelihood was one of theſe 
and the ſentiments of candour and humility 
which the view of his condition inſpired,” are 
ſuch as could come —_ from: a heart and charac- 
ter thus deſcribed. 0 
le goes up into the temple to pay his ickGre ; 
of prayer—in the diſcharge of which, he pleads 
no merit of his own—enters into no compariſon 
with others, —or Juſtification of himſelf with 
God, but in reverence to that holier part of the 
temple where his preſence was ſuppoſed more im- 


mediately to be diſplayed—he keeps. afar off— is 


afraid to lift up his eyes towards heaven——but 
ſmites upon his breaſt, and, in a ſhort but fervent 
ejaculation, ſubmiſſively begs Gop to have 
mercy upon his' fins. O Gop! how precious! 
how amiable! is true humility ? what a difference 
in thy ſight does it make to conſiſt betwixt man 
and man! Pride was not made for a creature with 
ſuch manifold imperfections religious pride is a 
dreſs which ſtill worſe becomes him becauſe, 
of all others, *tis that to which he has leaſt pre- 
tence—the beſt of us fall ſeven times a day, and 
thereby add ſome degree of unproktableneſs to 
the character of thoſe; who do all that is com- 
manded them Was I perfect therefore, ſays 
Job, I would not know my ſoul, I would be ſilent, 
I would be ignorant of my own righteouſneſs ; 
for ſhould I ſay I was perfect, it would prove me 
to be perverſe. From this introduction 1 Will 
n. occaſion to recommend this virtue of reli- 

E 2 | gious 
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gious bum, hall ſo. naturally. falls from the 
ubieci e which cannot more effectually be 
enforce 7 5 by an inquiry into the chief cauſes 

55 * SER. al e the oppoſite vice to it that of 
ſpiritual (8 a in this malady of the mind of 
man. the caſe is parallel 9 5 others of his 
body, the dangers of which can never rightly be 
. apprehended, or can remedies. be applied either 
ea becher el or n till 4 are ttaced 


„ 


have led the e ee miſtaken notion of 

the true principles of his religion. He thought, 

no doubt, that the whole of it was comprehended 
Fl. in the two articles of paying tythes and fre- 

if quent faſting, and that when he had diſcharged 
{ 


his conſcience of them—he had done all that was 
required at his hands, and might with reaſon go, 
and thank Gop that he had not made him like 
-others.—lIt is not to be queſtioned, but through 
force of this error, the phariſee might think him- 
ſelf to be, what he pretended, a religious and 
upright man.—PFor however he might be brought 
to a& a double and inſincere part in the eyes of 
men upon worldly views it 4s not to be ſuppoſed 
that when he ftood by himſelf, apart in the 
temple, and no witneſſes of what paſſed between 
him and his Gop— that he ſhould knowingly 
and wilfully have dared to act ſo open and bare- 
faced a ſcene of mockery in the face of Heaven. 
This is ſcarce probable and therefore it muſt 
| have been owing to ſome deluſion in his educa- 
tion, which: had early implanted in his-mind falſe- - 
and wretched notions of the eſſentials of _ 


BY . 
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—which as he grew up hat proved! the eds of. ELD 
infinite error, both in Practice and fpecula- 
tion. y | 
"With the reſt of his ſect, he bad been fo prin-, 
cipled and inſtructed as to obſerve a fcrupulous. 
nicety and moſt religious exactneſs in the leffer 
matters of his religion—its frequent waſhings 
its faſtings, and other external rites of no merit in 
themfelve. but to ſtand exempted from the 
more troublefome exactneſs in the werghtier mat-- 
ters of the law; which were of eternal and un- 
changeable obligation. So that they were in 
truth blind guides v bo chus would ſtrain at a 
gnat, and yet fwaltow a camel; and, as gur S. 
VIOUR reproves them from a familiar” inſtance of 
domeſtic inconfiſtency would make clean the | 
ontfide of the cup and platter—yet ſuffer the in- 
fide— the moſt material part, to be full of cor 
ruption and exceſs. From this knowledge of the: | 
character and principles of the phatiſee, tis eaſy 
to account for his ſentiments and behaviour in the | 
temple, which were juft ſuch as they would haye- 1 
led one to have expected. 
Thus it has always happened, by a fatality 
common to all ſuch abuſes of religion as make it 
to conſiſt in external rites and ceremonies more 
than inward purity and integrity of þ eart.— Ag. 
theſe outward things are eaſily put in practice 
and capable of denn attained to without ihe | 
capacity, or much oppoſition to fieſh and blo 
—it too naturally betrays the profeſſors of it into 
a groundleſs perſuaſion. of, their own. godlineſs, q 
and a deſpicable one of that of others, in their re. 
ligious capacities, and the relatidus in which t Wk 
ſtand towards Go p; which is the vety defini 
of ſpiritual pride. 
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When the true heart and ſpirit of devotion. is 
thus loſt and extinguiſhed under a cloud of oſten- 
tatious ceremonies and geſtures, as is remarkable 
in the Roman church—here the celebration of 
high maſs, when ſet off to thejbeſt advantage, 
with all its ſcenical decorations and finery, looks 
more like a theatrical performance, than that 
humble and ſolemn appeal which duſt and aſhes 
are offering up to the throne of Gop,—when 


religion, I ſay, is thus clo ged and bore down by 


ſuch a weight of ceremonĩes —it is much eaſier to 


put in pretenſions to holineſs upon ſuch a mecha- 
nical ſyſtem as is left of it, than where the cha- 


raQer is only to be got and maintained by a pain- 
ful conflict and, perpetual war againſt the paſſions. 
'Tis eaſier, for inſtance, for a zealous Papiſt to 
croſs himſelf and tell his beads, than for an hum- 
ble Proteſtant to ſubdue the luſts of anger, in-, 


temperance, cruelty and revenge, to appear be- 


fore his Maker with that preparation of mird 
which becomes him. The operation of being 
ſprinkled with holy water, is not ſo difficult in it- 


ſelf, as that of being chaſte and ſpotleſs within 
conſcious of no dirty thought or diſhoneſt action. 


Tis a much ſhorter way to kneel down at a confeſ- 
ſional and receive abſolution, than to live ſo as to 
deſerve it—not at the hands of men— but at the 


| hands of Gop—who ſees the heart, and cannot 
be impoſed on. — The atchievement of keeping 


Lent, or abſtaining from fleſh on certain days, is 
not ſo hard, as that of abſtaining from the works 
of it at all times—eſpecially as the point is gene- 
rally managed, amongſt the richer ſort, with ſuch 
art and epicuriſm at their tables—and with ſuch 


indulgence to a poor mortified appetite that an 


entertainment 
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entertainment upon a faſt is 1 more —_ to 
produce a furfeit, than a fit of ſorrow. __ 

One might run the parallel much farther: but 
this may be ſufficient to ſnew how dangerous and 
deluſive theſe miſtakes, ate how apt to miſlead 
and overſet weak minds, which are ever apt to 
be caught by the pomp of ſuch external parts of 
religion. This is ſo evident, that even in our 
own church, where there is the greateſt chaſtity. 
in things of this nature—and of which none are 
retained in our. worſhip, b ut what, I believe, tend 
to excite and aſſiſt it---yet ſo. ſtrong a propenſity. 
is there in our nature to ſenſe---and fo unequal. a 
match is the underſtanding of the bulk of man- 
kind, for the impreſſions of outward things- that 
we Bl thouſands who every day miſtake the ſha- 
dow for the ſubſtance, and, was it fairly put to 
the trial, would exchange the reality for the ap- 
pearance. 

You ſee, this was almoft univerſally the caſe pe 
the Jewiſh church---where, for want of proper 
guard and diſtinction betwixt the means of religion 
and religion itſelf, the ceremonial part in time eat 
away the moral part, and left nothing but a ſhadow 
behind.---!Tis to be feared, the buffooneries of the 
Romiſh church bid fair to do it the fame ill office, 
to the diſgrace and ruin of Chriſtianity wherever. 
Popery is eſtabliſhed. What then remains, but 
that we rectify theſe groſs and pernicions notions. | 
of religion, and place it upon its true bottom ; 
which we can only do by bringing back religion 
to that cool point of reaſon which firſt ſhewed us 
its 1 always remembering that Gop 

a ſpirit, and muſt be worſhipped ſuitable to his 
* i. e. in ſpirit and in truth -and that the 
moſt acceptable ſacrifice we can offer him is a 


E 4 virtuous 
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virtueus and an upright mind-—and however ne- 
ceſſary it is, not to ve Wd eds — po- 
fittve part of religion undoye——yet not like the 
phariſee to reſt there and omit the weightier 
matters, but keep this in view per petually, that 
though the inſtrumental duties of religion are du- 
ties of unqueſtionable obligation to us yet they 
are ſtill but INS TRUMEN TAL DUTIEs, condu- 
cive to the great end of all religion which is to 
purity our hearts---and conquer our paſſions--- and, 
m a word, to make us wiſer and better men 
better neighhours .- better citizens and better 
| Arman to oe e oe, COT 
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"HERE i 16 not: 2 bestens in Sabin which, 
ſtrikes 2 narrow. ſoul with. greater aſtoniſh-. 
0 ment ;---and. one might as eaſily engage to elear 
up the darkeſt problem in geometry to an ignorant 
mind, as make a ſordid. one comprehend. the truth. 
and renſonablanite of this plain propoſition No. 
man liveth to himſelf! Why --does; any man 
live to any thing elſe An the whole compals of: 
human life can a prudent man; ſteer; to. a ſafer 
point? -Not live to. himſelf l. To whom then! 20 
Can any intereſts or concerns. which are o 
reign to a man's. ſelf have ſuch a. claim. over him. 
that he muſt ſerve under them, ſuſpend his own: 
purſuits,---ſtep out of his right courſe; till others 
have paſſed. by him, and attained- the ſeveral | 
ends and purpoſes, of living before him? . 
If, with a ſelfiſh heart ſuch an inquirer. ſhould; 
happen to have a ſpeculating head too, he will 
deere. and aſk you. whether this ſame pin 
i bay ale 
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eiple, which the apoſtle here throws out of the life 
of man, is not, in fact, the grand bias of his na- 
ture? That, however we may flatter qurfelyes 


7 


with fine-ſpun notions of difiitereſfedneſs. and 
roiſm in what we do; that were the moſt "oe 


lar of our actions ſtripped naked, and the true 


motives and intentions of them ſearched to the 
bottom; we ſhould find little reaſon for triumph 
upon that ſcore. 

In a word, he will ſay, that a man is altoge- 
ther a bubble” to himſelf in this matter, and that 
after all that can be ſaid jn his behalf, the trueſt 
definition that can be given of him is this, that 
ke is a ſelfiſh animal; and that all bis actions 
have ſo ſtrong a tincture of that character, as to 
ſhew (to whomever elſe he was intended to live) 
that in fact he lives only to himſelf. 

Before I reply direMy te this aceuſation, Ican- 
not help obſerving by the way, that. there is ſcaree 
any thing which has done more difſervice to ſo- 
ciat — than the frequent repreſentations of 
human nature, under this hideous picture of de- 
formity, which, by leaving out all that is gene- 
rous and friendty deg the > of man, — port 
him below the level of a brute, as if he was a 
compoſition” of all that was mean-ſpirited and ſelf- 
iſh. Surely, 'tis one ſtep towards acting welt, 
to think worthily of our nature; and, as in com- 


mon life, the way to make a man honeſt, is, to 


ſuppoſe him ſo, and treat him as fuch ;---fo here, 
to fet ſome value upon onrſelves, enables us ke 


fupport the character, and even infpires and adds: 


ſentiments of generoſity and virtue to thoſe which- 


we have already preconceived. The: fortpture- 
tells us, That Go p made man in \ Mis own image, 
bot e in the ſenſitive ard corporeal part 


of. 
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of him, that could bear no reſemblance w ith A 
pure and infinite ſpirit, but what refſemblance 
he bore was undoubtedly in the moral rectirude, 

and the Kind and benevolent affections of his la 

tore; "And tho“ tlie brightnels'of this imagt 

been fullied greatly by the fall of man, in our firſt 
parents, and ehe characters of it rendered it leſs 
legible, 'by the many fuperinductions of his own 
depraved appetites ſince,------yet *tis a laudable 

pride, and a true greatneſs of mind to cheriſh a 

belief, that there is ſo much of that glorious 

image Kin left upon it, as ſhall reſtrain him from 
nd difgraceful actions; to anſwer which 
end, what thought can be more conducive' 
than that, of our being made in the likenefs of 
the greateſt and beſt of Beings ? This is a plain 
conſequence. And the conſideration of it ſhould 
have in fome meaſure been a protection to human 
nature, from the rough uſage the. has met with' - 
from the fatirical pens of ſo many of the French 
writers, as well as of our own country, Wo, 
with more wit than neee have deſpe- 
rately fallen fouf upon the whole ſpecies, as a ſet 
of creatures incapable either of private friendſhip 
or publick ſpitit, but juſt as the caſe Taked, their” 

own intereſt and advantage. 55 

That there is ſelfiſhneſs, and geben Aer 
in the ſouls of one part of the world, to hurt the 
credit of the other part of it, is what I ſhall not 
difpute againſt; but to judgs of the whole, from. 

this. bad ample, and becauſe one man is 18855 

and artful in his nature ;------of, 4 fecond openly 

makes his pleaſure or His profit the fote centre of 
all his d&figns ;-—or becaufe a third ſtrait-hearted 

wretch fits: confined within himſelf, —--feels o 

misfortunes but thofe which touch himſelf; to in- 

volve 
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deteſted characters, is a concluſion as falſe as it is 
pernicious ; and was it in general to gain credit, 


could ſerve no end, but the rooting out of our na- 


ture all that is generous, and planting in the ſtead 
of it ſuch an averſion to each other, — muſt untie 
the bands of ſociety, and rob us of one of the | 

eateſt pleaſures of it, the mutual communica- 


tions of kind offices; and by poiſoning the foun- 


tain, render every thing. e e that flows ; 


through it. 


To the honour of human nature, the eee 
teaches us, that Gop made man upright, and ” 
though he has ſince found out many inventions, 
which have much diſhonoured this noble ſtruc- 


ture, yet the foundation of it ſtands as it was, 


the whole frame and. deſign of it carried on upon 
ſocial virtue and public ſpirit, and every member 


of us ſo evidently ſupported by this ſtrong cement, 


that we may ſay with the apoſtle, that no man 


liveth to himſelf. In whatſoever light we view. 


him, we ſhall ſee evidently,” that there is no ſta- 
tion or condition of his life,------no office, or rela- 
tion, or circumſtance, but there ariſes from it ſo. 


many ties, ſo many indiſpenſible claims upon him, 


as mult perpetually carry him beyond any ſelfiſh, 
conſideration, and ſhev plainly, that was a man 
fooliſhly wicked enough to deſign to live to himſelf. 


alone, he would either find it impracticable, or he 


would loſe, at leaſt, the very thing which made 


life itſelf deſirable. We know that our Creator,. 
like an all-wiſe contriver in tbis, as in all other of 


his works has implanted in mankind ſuch appe- 
tites and inclinations as were ſuitable for their 
ſtate; that is, ſuch as would naturally lead him to 


5 the love of ſociety and. friendſhip, without which. 


be 
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he would have been found in a worſe conditi n 
than the very beaſts of the field. No one, there- 
fore, who lives in ſociety, can be ſaid to live to 
himſelf, —he lives to his Gop,---to his king, 
and his country. ---He lives to his family, to his 
friends, to all under his. truſt; and, in a word, 
he lives to the whole race of mankind: whatſo- 
ever has the character of man, and wears the 
ſame image of Gop that he does, is truly his 
brother, and has a juſt claim to his kindneſs. 
That this is the caſe in fact, as well as in theory, 
may be made plain to any one, who has made any 
obſervations upon human life.---When we have 
tracedit throughallits connections viewed it un- 
der the ſeveral obligations which ſucceed each other 
in a perpetual rotation through the different ſtages 
of a haſty pilgrimage, we ſhall find that theſe do 
operate ſo ſtrongly upon it, and lays us juſtly un- 
der ſo many reſtraints, that we are every hour ſa- 
crificing ſomething to ſociety, in return for the 
benefits we receive from it. 

To illuſtrate this, let us take a ſhort ſurvey of 
the life of any one man (not liable to great excep- 
tions, but ſuch a life as is common to moſt) ; let 
us examine it merely to this point, and had Yo, 
far it will anſwer ſuch A Mn 3 


1 


diſpute; let us follow 580 to tl e 8 when he 
1 
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is juſt got looſe from tutors and governors, w i” 
his actions may be argued upon with leſs exceptio! 
If youobſerve you will find, that one of 155 
and leading propenſities of his nature, iz that 
which diſcovers itſelf in the deſire of ſociety, and 
the ſpontaneous love towards thoſe of his kind. 
And though the natural wants and exigencies of his ; 
condition are, no doubt, one reafon of this amia-- 
ble impulfe e,---Gop having founded that in him, i; 
as a proviſional fecurity to make him ſocial ;---. 
1 yet though it is a reafon i in nature tis a.reaſon, 
bo bim yet undiſcoveredl. 

' Youth is not apt to philoſophiſe (5866p19.—bob 
follow,---as it feels itſelf prompted by the inward: 
workings of benevolence---without view to itſelf, 
or previous calculation either of the loſs or profit ; 
which may accrue. Agreeably- to this, obſerve - 

how warmly, how heartly he enters into friend 
ſhips,---how difintereſted; and unſuſpicious in the 
choice of them, how generous and open in his 
profeſſions l. how ſincere and honeſt in making 
them good! When bis friend is in diſtreſs, 
what lengths he will go, ---what hazards he will 
bring upon himſelf, What embarraſſmem up- 
on his a Airs, to extricite and ferve him! If man 
is altogether a ſelfiſh creature (as theſe moralizers | 
would make him) "tis certain he does not arrive 
at the full maturity of it, in this time of his life.---. 
No... If he deſerves” any accuſation, *tis in the 
other extreme, 6 T hat 1 1n his youth he is general · 
oc ty more Fool than KNA E, *. and ſo far from 
being ſuſpected of living to himſelf, that he lives 
rather to every body elſe; the unconſciouſneſs of - 
art and deſign in his own intentions, rendering him 
fo utterly void of a ſuſpicion of it in others, as to 
leave him too oft a bubble to one who will: 
takes 
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take the advantage. But you wilt ſay, he fon 
abates of theſe tranſports 5 difmterefted" love; 
and ie, mee ee e gro a e ION 
live more to himſelf.” © 4 OPT ans #6. 
Let us examine — 1 
That à longer — of the eee and 
ſome experience of inſineerity,. will teach him a 
leſſon of more eaution in the choice of friendſhips, 
andlefs forwardnefs in the undiſtinguiſned offers 
of his ſervices, is what I grant. But if he cools 
of theſe, does he not grow warmer ftill in con- 
neQions of a different kind? Follow him, I pray 
you, in the next ſtage of life, where he has en- 
tered into engagements, and appears as the father 
of a family, and you will fee the paſſion ftill re- 
mains the ſtream ſomewhat more confined,--- 
but runs the ſtronger for it,---the fame bene vo- 
lence of heart, altered only in its courſe, and the 
drfference of objects towards which it tends.” 
Take a ſhort view of him in this light, as acting 
under the many tender claims which that relation 
lays upon him,---ſpending many weary days, and 


fleepleſs nights---vtterly forgetful bimſelf, 5 


intent only upon his family, and with an anxious 
heart contriving and labouring to keep it from 
. diffireſs, agamft that hour when he half be taken 
from its protection. Does ſueh a one live to him- 
ſelf ?---He who rifes early, late takes reſt, and eats 
the bread of carefnineſs, to fave others the forrow 
of doing fo after him; does ſuch a one live only to 
himſelf ?-—Ye, who are parents, anſwer this 
queſtion for him. How oft have ye facriftced 
your health,-—your eaſe,- ---your pleafares,-—nay, 
the very comfort of your” lives, for the ſake of 
your children ?---How many indul have ye 
grvert up ?--- What felf-denials and difficulties have 
. ye 
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ye chearfully undergone for them? In their * 
neſs, or reports of their miſconduct, how have ye 
gone on your way ſorrowing ? What alarms with- 
in you, when fancy forbodes but imaginary miſ- 
fortunes hanging over them?---but when real ones 
have overtaken them, and miſchief befailen them 
in the way in \which they have gone, how ſharper 
than a ſword have ye felt the workings of paren- 
tal kindneſs ? In whatever period of human life 

ve look for proofs of ſelfiſnneſs, let us not ſeek. 
them in this relation of a parent, whoſe whole 
life, when truly known, 1s often little elſe but a 
ſucceſſion of cares, heart-achs, . and diſquiet- 
ing apprehenſions,---enough to ſhew, that he is 
but an inſtrument in the hand of Gop to provide 
for the well · being of others, to ſerve their inte · 
reſt as well as his own. 

If you try the truth of this bis apo every 
other part or ſituation of the ſame liſe, you will 
find it holds good in one degree or other. Take 
a view of it out of theſe cloſer connections both 
of a friend and parent. Conſider him for a mo- 
ment under that natural alliance, in which even a 
heathen poet has placed him; namely, that of 4 
man - and as ſuch, to his honour, as one inca- 

able of ſtanding unconcerned in whatever con- 
cerns his fellow · creatures. LL Compaſſion has ſo 
great a ſhare in our nature, and the miſeries of 
this world are ſo conſtant an exerciſe of it, as to 
leave it in no one's power (who deſerves the name 
of man) in this reſpect, to live to himſelf. | 

He cannot ſtop his ears againſt the cries of the 
unfortunate.- -The ſad ſtory of the fatherleſs, 
and him that has no helper, muſt be heard.---The 
forrowful fighing of the priſoners will come before 
him ; and a thouſand. other untold caſes of diſtreſs 

to 


hd 
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to 0 the life of man is ſubzecd gad a way 
to his heart, let intereſt guard the paſſage as it-will | 
I be has this world's goods, and jeeth his bra- 
ther have need, he will not be able to e a his 
bowels of compaſſion from him. 
Let any man of common humanity look tack, 
upon his own life as ſubjected to theſe ſtrong 
claims, and recolle& the influence they have had 
upon him. How oft the mere impulſes of gene- 
roſity and compaſſion have led him out of his way? 
In how many acts of charity and kindneſs, his 
fellow-feeling for others ha ve made him forget 
himſelf ?---In neighbourly offices, how oft he has 
aQed againſt all conſiderations of profit, conveni- 
ence, nay ſometimes even of juſtice itſelf ? 
Let him add to this account, how much, in the 
progreſs of his life, has been given up even to the 


leſſer obligations of civility and good manners?-=-= | , 


What reſtraints they have laid him under? Ho? 
large a portion of time, how much of his incli- 
nation and the plan of life he ſhould moſt have 
wiſhed, has from time to time been made a ſacri- 
fice to his good nature and mee to 1 
pain or diſguſt to others? 
Whoever takes a view of the life of man, in 
this glaſs wherein I have ſhewn it, will find it ſo 
beſet and hemmed in with obligations of one kind 
or other, as to leave little room to ſuſpeQ, that 
man can live to himſelf : and ſo cloſely has our 
Creator linked us together (as well as all other 
parts of his works) for the preſervation of that har- 
mony in the frame and ſyſtem of things which his 
wiſdom has at firſt eſtabliſned, that we find this 
bond of mutual dependence, however relaxed, js 
too ſtrong to be broke; and 1 believe, that - f 
moſt ſelfiſh men find. it is ſo, and that they can- 
not, 


r 
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MW 
not, dick live ſo muck to themſelves, as the 


narrownefſs of their own hearts incline them. If 


theſe refleQions are juſt upon the moral relations 8 
in which we ſtand to each other, let us cfofe the 
examination with a ſhort reffection upon the great 
relation in which we ſtand to Gon. © 

The firſt and moſt natural thought on this fu 
je@, which at one time or other will thruſt ittelf 
upon every man's mind, is this, That there is a 
Gon who made me,---to whoſe gift F owe all 
the powers ard faculties of my foul, to whoſe 
providence I owe all the bleffings of my life, and 
by whoſe periniſſion it is that T exerciſe and enjoy 
them; that J am placed in this world as a crea- 
ture but of a day, haftening to the place from 
whence I ſhall not return.---That I am accounta- 
ble for my conduct and behaviour to this great and 
wifeft of Beings, before whofe judgment ſeat I 
muſt finally appear and receive the things done 
in my body, —— whether they are good, or whe- | 
ther” they are bad. | 

Can any one doubt but the tight nboofiderats 
of men ſometimes ſit down coolly, and make 
ſome ſuch plain refleQions as theſe upon their 
ſtate and condition ?——or that, after they have 
made them, can one imagine they lofe all effect? 


94 1 
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As little appearance as there is of religion in 


the world, there is a great deal of its influence 
felt in its its Bor can one fo root out the 
principles of it, but like nature, they will return 
again, and give checks and interruptions to guil- 
ty purſuits. There are feafons, when the 
thought of a juſt Gov overlooking, and the ter- 
ror of an after-reckoning, have made the moſt 
determined tremble, and ſtop ſhort in the execu- 
tion of a wicked as. - and if we conceive that 
the 
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the worſt of men lay ſome reſtraints upon them- 
| ſelves from the weight of this principle, what 
ſhall we think of the good and virtuous part of 
the world, who live under the perpetual influ- 
ence of it, who ſacrifice their appetites and 
_ Paſſions, from a conſcience of their duty to Goo, 
and conſider him as the objet to whom the 
have dedicated their ſervice, and make that the 
firſt principle and ultimate end of all their actions? 
How many real and unaffected inſtances there 
are in this world of men thus governed, will not 
ſo much concern us to inquire, as to take care 
that we are of the number: which may Gop | 
grant, for the ſake of IESuSs CHRIST. 1 
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HE * 2 man A look upon this 

melancholy deſcription of the world, and 

ſees, contrary to all his gueſſes and expectations, 

What different fates attend the lives of men, — 

how oft it happens in the world, that there is not 

even bread to the wiſe, nor riches to men of un- 

derſtanding, &c.—he is apt to conclude with a 

figh upon it,—in the words, — though not in the A 
ſenſe of the, wiſe man,—that time and chance hap- 1 

peneth to them all. — That time and chance, 
apt ſeaſons and fit conjunctures, have the greateſt 

ſway in the turns and diſpoſals of men's fortunes: 

and that, as theſe lucky hints (as they are called) 
happen to be for, or againſt a man, — they either 
open the way to his advancement againſt all ob- 
e block it Py againſt all helps and. at- 

| tempts; 


— 
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tempts; that, as the text intimates, neither wiſ- 
dom, nor underſtanding, nor, Wh" _ be. able 0 
ſurmount them. 8 

However widely we may differ in our abs; - 
ings upon this obſervation of Solomon's, the au- 
thority of the obſervation is ſtrong beyond doubt, 
and the evidence given of it in all ages ſo alter- 
nately confirmed by examples and complaints, as 
to leave the fact itſelf unqueſtionable. That 
things are carried on in this world, ſometimes ſo 
contrary to all our reaſonings, and the ſeemi 
probabilities of ſucceſs, - that, even the race wy 
not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, — 
nay, what is ſtranger ſtill-—nor yet bread to the 
wiſe, who ſhould laſt ſtand in want of it,—nor 
yet riches to men of underſtanding, who you 
would think beſt qualified to acquire I 5 
yet favour to men of ſkill, whoſe merit and 
tences bid the faireſt for it but that there are 
ſome ſecret and unſeen workings i in human affairs, 
which baffle all our endeavours, —and turn aſide ' 
the courſe of things in ſuch a manner, — that the 
moſt likely cauſes diſappoint and fail of producing 
for us the effect which we wiſhed and murphy 
expected from them. 

You will ſee a man, of CRT was you to 
form a conjecture from the appearances of things 
in his favour, you would ſay was ſetting out in 
the world with the faireſt proſpe& of making his 
fortune in it ;—with all the advantages of birth to 
recommend Ni of perſonal merit to ſpeak for 
him,—and of friends to help and puſh him for- 
wards: you will behold him, notwithſtanding 
this, diſappointed in every effe& you might natu- 
rally have looked for, from them; every ſtep he 
takes towards his advancement, ſomething al 

| * | 


9 thall riſe up hte in IT way, and hoy 
| there In every application | he makes, 
ſome untoward circumſtance ſhall blaſt it——He 

ſhall, riſe,early s Aate 5 reit nd eat the 
bread of care yet ſome: happier man thall 

All riſe up, And ever ſtep in before him, a 
ve him ſteuggling to the end of his life, in the 

k ſame place in which he firſt begun it. 

The Mae of x a Kren ſhall in all reſſ Pls 


moſt | ungromiſing appearance, 
for ene without forlune, without. 

riends, hoot talents to procute him either 
the one -or the other. Neyertheleſs, you will ſee 
this clouded proſpect brighten up inſenſibly, un- 
accountably before him; every thing preſented in 
his way, ſhall turn qut beyond his expectations, 
in ſpight of that chain of unſurmountable dif- 
ficulties which firſt threatened him, — time and 
chance ſhall open him a way,. feries of ſuc- 
ceſsful occurrences fhall lead him by the hand to: 
the ſummit of honour and fortune, and, in 2 
word, without giving him the pains of thinking, 
or the credit of projedung i it, tall place him in 
ſafe poſſeſſion. of of all. that ambition. could wild 
for. {65 Bd: e W 

The hiſtories of the lives mend fortunes of men 
are full of inſtances of this nature,—where fa- 
vourable times, and lucky accidents, have done 
for them what wiſdom or ſkill could not: and 
there ig ſcarce any one who has lived. long in the 
world, who, upon looking backwards, will not 
diſcover ſuch a mixture of theſe in the many ſuc- 
ceſsful turns which have happened in his life, as 
to 6 leave him very little reaſon, to apud againſt 
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the fact, and, T ſhould hope, 45 ee upon el 
concluſions to be drawn from i 190 Wert - 
Some, indeed, from a ſuperficial view of this 
repreſentation of things, have atheiſtically infer- 
red,—that becauſe there was fo mbch of lotte 
in this life, — and mere caſualty ſeemed to bave 
ſuch à ſhare in the diſpoſal of our affairs that 
the providence of Go ſtood neuter! and uncon: 
cerned in their ſeveral. workings, leaving them to 
the mercy of time and chance, to be furthered or 
diſappointed as fuch blind = directed. Where- 
as in truth the very oppo E'conthuſion 'foffows. 
For conſider, —if a ſuperior intelligent power did 
not ſometimes croſs and Svterilſe: events in this 
world then our policies and deſigns in it, would 
always anſwer according to the wiſdom and ftra- 
tagem in which they were laid, and every cauſe, 
in the courſe of things, would produce i its natural 
effect without variation. "Now, as this 4s not the 
_ cafe, it neceſſarily follows, fron Solomon's rea- 
ſoning, that, if the race is not to the f ift, if know - 
fedge and learning do not always ſecure men from 
want,—nor care and induſtry always make men 
rich nor art and {kill infallibly make men high 
in the world; that there is ſome other caufe 
which mingles itſelf in human affairs, and governs 
and turns them as it pleaſes; which cauſe ci be 
no other than the Firſt Cauſe of all things, and 
the ſecret and over - ruling providence bo that 
Almighty Gop, who, though his dwelling is ſo 
high, yet he humbleth Himſelf to behold the 
things that are done on earth, raiſing up the poor 
out of the duſt,” and lifting the deggar from the 
dunghill, 'and, contrary to all hopes, putting him 
with princes, even with the princes of his 
ple; which, by the 3 was the caſe of = 
vi 


E R 6 N vie Fay 


vid, * makes the n eleägtmeht And no 
doubt Oe teaſon, Why Cop has ſelectedd to his 
own difpofal fo rmatly inſtarces as this, Where 
events have run counter to all ar e 
to give teſtimony to His \provitetice fn dverning 
the world,” and to engage us to à Cbnffderätl 


=p dependence upon ir, for the cent and e- 


eſs of our undertakings . For iindodbtedly=- 
as I ſaid,—it ſhould ſeem but ſuitable to nature's. 
law, that the race ſhould ever be to the ſwift, 
Hund the battle. to the ſtrong; it is reatbbute 
that the beſt Totitfivadces and means ſnondd Have 
belt ſucced: — and Hinte it often falls var bthet- 
wiſe in the kaſe man, Where the Wiſelt' pro- 
jects are overthrown, and the mbſt hopeful 
means are blaſted, and time and chance happeris 
to all; yon muſt call in the Beity to H- 
tye this kuct: — for though at ſandry times 
fundry events fall out, — 0 
further than the events themſelves, call chante, 
becaufe they fall out quite contra both to our 
intentions and hopes, —yet, at the fame time, in. 
reſpect of G op providence over-fuling in theſe 
events, it were profane to tall thetn 7 for 
they are pure 0 And, e invi 5 1 | 
are ſtill the regul 2 ons of 1 n 
rending Shiver 'of Althight the 
whom all the laws and powers of ans ute de⸗ 
rived ;—who, as be lias appoifited;—fo holds. 
them as inſtruments in his hands; and, without 
itivading the liberty and free-will of his creatures, 
enn turn the paſſions and deffres of their hearts 
fo Fulfil His own righteoutheſs, and work futh ef. 
fects in human affairs, which to us ſeem 4,200 
caſual, — but to hin, * and determitied * 4 
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ich we, who lock tb 
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what Tx zie aide ſees neceſſary to be 
brought about, for the government and preſer- 
vation of the world, over which ee per- 
petually preſides. 8 5 
When the ſons of Jacob had. rheir bro- 
ther Joſeph into the pit for his deſtruQtion,— 
one would think, if ever any incident which con- 
cerned the life of man deſerved to be called 
chance, it was this, — that the company. of Iſh- 
maelites ſhould happen to paſs, by, in that open 
country, at that very place, at that time too, 
When this barbarity was committed. Ew he 
was reſcued by ſo 8 a conti 
his life and future fortune ſtill depen . 3 a. 
ſeries of contingencies equally improbable ; for 
inſtance, had the buſineſs of the Iſhmaelites who 
bought him, carried them from Gilead, to any 
other part of the world beſides Egypt; or, when 
they arrived there, had they ſold their bond- 
fave to any other man but Potiphar, through- | 
out the whole empire, ——or, after that diſ- 
poſal, had the unjuſt accuſations of his maſter's 
wife caſt the youth into any other dungeon, 
than that where the king's priſoners were kept, — 
or had it fallen out at any other criſis, than when 
Pharaoh's chief butler was caſt there too, 
had this or any other of theſe events fallen 
out otherwiſe than it did, a ſeries of unme- 
rited misfortunes had overwhelmed him——and, 
in, conſequence, . the whole land of Egypt and 
Canaan. From, the firſt opening to the conclu- 
ſion, of this long and intereſting Fa the 
providence. of Gov ſuffered. every to take 
its courſe : the malice and 4 1 ur Joſeph's 
brethren, wrought their worſt miſchief agaipſt 
him; e him from his i and the 
pProte & ion 


xd 5 
2 2 
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proteeRionohy, his parent, — he 
AY adi ſappointed woman ſunk him ſtill deeper: 5 
— by . his charaQer, with an unjuſt re- 
os xp to complete his roy Sow E 
8.8 the m A Fs leſs 
here Pe. la e ce, 
be id no cr t 5 Ns pro- 8 
3 5 = the, moſt merciful. ends. 
vide the "whole Drama. Was opened, then 
the wiſdom, and contrivance of every. part of 
It, was diplayed...;/ Then it r e it. was not 
they ke the,. patriarch. inferred: 5 ee 
re rcd hren, ]. it a 8 » AG 4 they w. 9 fold 
Fs * Gon, e bas, he ſent wy the 
ther before t emg—his. ſuperintending power 
availed itſelf of their paſſions — directed the 
operation of them. held the chain 1 in, bis 
hand, a e and wound it to his, own pur- 
pole. Ye, verily thought, exit, againf me, 
2 8 ob, r for e bad the 
a dee EPFL OS tay of 
glory of aceompliſhing. A. good. one, -by. pre- : 
ſerving. You 4 poſterity upon: the earth, an 
bring * to; pak, as it is. this. day, to ſave. N 1 
lbs a Il. hiſtory i& full of, ſuch teſtimg- 
nes, which” — they: ma BL ob thol: 
who look. no deeper, than, tl e ſurface, 0 1 5 5 
that time and chance. happ A, to all, — yet. to 
thoſe. who. look deeper, they manifeſt” at the 
us time, that, there is a hand much. buſier in- 


Al than. what e vainly calculate; 5 
| Wich ne: the Ky Rik of chin Nord over- 
Jock -er at leaſt; make no allowance, for, in the 
formation of their plans, they generally find it 
in the execution of them. And though the fa- 
uy may urge, that every event in This life is 


F 5 brought: 
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ſtep higher— 
is, that enables theſe cauſes to work, = 


be laid, | 
ter to his ſupport. When this Teſoarce fails, 
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brought about by the miniſtry and chain of na- 
tural cauſes, —yet, in anſwer—Jet him go one 
and confider, ——whoſe power it 


knowledge it is that foreſees what Will 
effects, =whoſe goodneſs it 18 that is ig 
conducting them forwards to re 
ends for the happineſs of his creatures. 
So that, as a * reaſoner juſtly diſtingu Miles 

upon this point,.“ It is not only e. 


| ſpeaking, but with the ſtricteſt and: 
| loſophical truth of expreſſion, that the Reiprors 


e us, that G 0D commanieth' the ravens: 


that they are his directions, which rhe toi nal and 
the ſeas obey. If his ſervant hides himſelf by the 


brook, fuch an order of cauſes and effects ſhall 
-that the fowls of the air ſhall minif- 


and his prophet is directed to go to Zerapha, 
-for that he has commanded A widow woman 
there to ſuſtain him,— -the' fame hand which 


leads the prophet to the gate of the city——ſhall 
lead forth the diſtreſs'd widow to the ſame place, 


to take him under her roof, —and, thoꝰ u 


the impulſe of a different occaſion, ſhalt never- 
theleſs be made to fulfil his E and intention 


of their mutual preſervation. 

8 much for the truth and Holthtivh of this 
great and fundamental doctrine of a providence; 
the belief of which is of ſuch conſequence to 
us, as to be the great fupport' and comfort of our 
Hyes. | FL 

Juſtly therefore might the plalmiſt upon this 
declaration, ——that the LokD is King, con- 
elude, that the earth may be glad thereof, yea 


the multitude of the iſles E be glad thereof. 


May 
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The Character of HE ROD. 
Preached on Innocents Day. | 
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Thin” war abe that' which tas ſabe 
Jeremy the 1 e Rome . 
there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, 
. ond | fret” 1 weeping for bir 
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H E words which St. M s he 
as ful filled by the eruelty and ambition of | 
Herod,—are in the 31ſt chapter of Jeremiah i gth 
verſe. In the foregoing Chapter, 3 
having declared Go b's intention oft 
mourning of his people into oy by the | 
tion of the tribes which had cen led away cap- 
tive into Babylon; he proceeds, in the beginning 
of this chapter, which contains this prophecy, to 

give a more particular deſcription of the 4 
joy, and feſtivity of that promiſed day, 'when 
they were to return once more to th 
land, to enter upon their ameient ] 


wn 


Mons, and: 


enjoy again all the privileges they had loft; and, 
amongſt others, and what was above hen all, — 
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the favour and protection of Gop, and the con- 
tinuation of his mercies to them and their Poſ- 
terity. | 
To make, therefore, the impre ſion of this 
change the ſtronger upon their minds e gives 
a very pathetic repreſentation of the e 
ſorrow on that day when they were firſt led _ 
„ 

Thus ſaith the Lord, A voice was heard in 
Rama; lamentation and 3 weeping, Rachael 
weeping for her children, refuſed to be comfort- 
ed, becauſe they were not. 

To enter into the full ſenſe and "IN of this 
deſcription, it is to be remembered, that the tomb . 
of Rachael, Jacob's beloved wife, as we read in 
the 35th of Geneſis, was ſituated near Rama, 
and betwixt that place and Bethlehem. Upon 
-which circumſtance, the.prophet Taiſes one of. the 
moſt affecting ſcenes that could be conceived; for 
as the tribes in their ſorrowful journey betwixt 
Rama and Bethlehem in their way to Babylon, 
were ſuppoſed: to paſs by this monumental pillar 
of their: anceſtor Rachael, Jacob's s wife, the pro- 
phet, by a e e in rhetoric, intro- 
duces her as fiſing up 2 her ſepulchre, and 
as the common mother of two of their tribes, 
weeping for her children, bewailing the ſad cata- 
ſtrophe of her poſterity led away into a ſtrange 
land, refuſing to be comforted, becauſe they 
were N and cut off from their country, 
and, in all \ likelibopd, hexer AO: be e back 
to; her Again, Dimon 183 VIV! Bite . 70} 
. . The Jewiſh interpretess ſay. upon i this, that the 
patriarch: Jacob buried Rachael in this very place, 
foreſecing by the ſpirit of prophecy, that his 


poſterity ſhould bt way be led captive, that ſhe 
might. 


317 3 
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might, as the ey paſſed * 8 for them. 
U 12 this Canciful ſuperſtruQure upon the 0 
| ſage, ſeems to be little elſe than a. mere dre: 
of ſome of the Jewiſh doQors ;, and indeed hac 
they not _dream'd it when, they did, tis great 
odds, but ſome of the Romiſh dreamers would 
have hit upon it before now. For as it fayours 
the doctrine of interceſſions—if there had not 
been undeniable vochers for the real inventors of 
the conceit, one ſhould much ſooner have ſought 
for it amongſt. the oral traditions, of khis church 
than in the Talmud, where it N „ 
But this by the bye. There is fill anther; 1 
terpretation of the words here cited by St. Mat- 
thew, which altogether excludes. this ſcenical te- 
preſentation I have given of them. By which 
*tis thought that the lamentation of Rachael, 
here deſcribed, has no immediate reference to 
Rachael, Jacob's wife; 3. but that it fimply a 
ludes to the SB, of her deſcendents, the diſ- 
treſſed mothers of the tribes of Benjamin and 
Ephraim who might accompany their children, 
led into captivity, as far as Rama, in their way to 
Babylon, who wept and wailed upon this ſad oc- 
caſion, and as the prophet deſcribes them in the 
perſon of Rachael, refuſing to be comforted for 
the loſs of her children, looking upon their de- 
parture without hope or proſpee of ever behold- 
ing a return. | 
Which eyer of the two ſenſes. you. give the 
words of the prophet, the application of them 
by the evangeliſt is equally juſt and faithful. For 
as the former ſcene he. relates. Was tranſaQed upon | 
the very ſame ſtage, in the ſame. diſtrict. of 
Bethlehem. near Rama——where for many mo- 


thers of the ſame tribe now ſuffered this ow 
| 1 
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moſt affebting blow the words of Jeremiah, 28 
the evangeliſt obſerves, were literally accompliſn- 
ed, and no doubt, in that horrid day, a voice 
Was heard again in Rama, lamentation and bitter 
Weeping Rachael weeping for her children, and 
refuſing to be comforted ; —every Bethlemitiſh 
mother involved in this calamiry, beholding it 
with hopeleſs ſorrow gave vent to it each one 
bewailing her children, and lamenting the hard- 
neſs of their lot, with the anguiſn of a heart as 
uncapable of conſolation, as they were of redrefs. 
Monſter !—could nb conſideration of all this ten- 
der ſorrow, ſtay thy hands? Could no reflection 
upon ſo much bitter lamentation throughout the 
coaſts of Bethlehem, interpoſe and plead in be- 
half of ſo many wretched objects, as this tragedy 
would make? — Was there no way open to am- 
bition, but that thou muſt trample upon the af- 
Tections of nature? Could no pity for the inno- 
cence of childhood no ſyinpathy for the yearn- 
ings of parental love, incline thee to ſome other 
meaſures for thy' ſecurity—but thou muſt thus 
pitileſsly ruſh in—take the victim by violence— 
tear it from the embraces of the mother— offer it 
up before her eyes—leave her diſconſolate for 
ever—broken-hearted with a lofs—ſo affecting in 
uſelf——fo cireumftanced with horror, that no 
time, how friendly ſoever to the mournful—— _ 
ſhould ever be able to wear out the impreffion? 
 'There is nothing in which the mind of man is 
more divided than in the accounts of this horrid 
nature.—PFor when we conſider man, as faſhioned 
by his Maker—innocent and upright—full of the 
tendereſt diſpoſitions—with 'a heart inclining him 
to kindneſs, and the love and protection of his 
pecies— this idea of him would almoſt * 


he 


the relle of ſuch Lebeuste f- — o chat to elear 
them — we fre forced to * a ſecond Mew of 
man very different from this favourable one, in 
Which we inſenſibly repreſent him to our imagi- 
nations that i we are obliged to conſider 
him not as he was tnad but as he 18 
creature by the violence and irregularity of this 
paſſions capable of being perverted' from all theſe 
friendly and benevolent propenſities, and ſome- 
times hurried into exceſſes ſo oppoſite to them, 
as to render the moſt unnatural and horrid ae- 
counts of ' What he dbes but too probable. The 
truth of this obſervation will be exemplified in 
the caſe before us. For next to the faith and 
character of the hiſtortan who reports ſuch 
facts, the partieular character of the perſon 
who committed them is to be conſidered as a 
voucher for their truth and eredibility z—and if, 
upon inquiry, it appears that the man added but 
conſiſtent with Himſelf, —and juſt ſo as you would 
have expected from his principles, —the credit of 
the hiſtorian is reſtored, and the fact related 
ſtands inconteſtable, from fo —— and <concut- 
rmg an evidence on its ſide. — ' 0 

With this view, it may not be an Saves pdabte 
application of the remaining part of a' diſcourſe 
upon this day, to give you 4 ſketch” of the cha- 
racter of Herod, not as drawn from feripture;— 
for, in general, it furniſhes us with few mate- 
rials for ſuch deſcriptions: the ſacred ſcripture 
cuts off in few words the hiſtory of the ungodly, 
how great ſoever they were in the eyes of the 
world, and, on the other hand, dwells largely 
upon the ſmalleſt actions of che righteous. We 
find all the circumſtances of the lives of Abraham, 
faze, Jacob, and Joſeph, recorded in the mi- 
nuteſt 
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nuteſt manner. The wicked ſeem, only men 
tioned with regret; juſt. brought upon the lage, 
on purpoſe. to be condemned.  'Fhe uſe and ad- 
vantage of which conduct is, I fuppoſes, the 
reafon——as, in general it enlarges on no _characy 
ter, but what is worthy of 1 ne Tis hows | 
ever undeniable, that the lives of bad men are 
not without uſe ; and whenever ſuch 2, one is 
drawn, not with a corrupt view to be admurec 
| —but on purpoſe to be deteſted, —it muſt excite 
ſuch an horror againſt vice, as will ſtrike indi- 
rectly the ſame good impreſſion. And though 
it is painful in the laſt degree to paint a man i 
the ſhades which his vices have caſt upon him 
yet when it. ſerves this end, and at the ſame time 
illuſtrates a point in ſacred. hiſtory—it carries Up 
own excuſe with it. 
This Herod, hank. of 1 the e e | 
Ui ſpeaks, if you take a ſuperficial view of, bis 
life, you would ſay was a compound of good and 
evil; that though he was certainly a bad man, 
yet you would think the maſs was tempered at 
the ſame time with a mixture of good qualities. 
So that, in courſe, as is not uncommon, 
would appear with two characters very different 
from each other. If you looked upon the more 
favourable ſide, you. would ſee à man of great 
addreſs.— popular in his behaviour, generous, 
prince-like in his entertainments and expences, 
and, in a word, ſet off with all ſuch virtue and 
— properties, as bid high for the coun 


1 


nance and approbation of the world. 
View him in another light, he was an ambi⸗ 
e deſigning man, ———ſuſpicious of all the 
world, —rapacious,—implacable | in his temper, 
without ſenſe of nete feeling of huma · 
| nity. 
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vity.— Now in all ſuch ee e 


91 IN way the world uſually judges, is 


to ſum u the good : and'the bad againft each other, 
- educt the leſſer of thele; articles from the 
erbe, and (as we do in paſſing other accounts) 
give credit to the man for what remains upon the 
balance. Now, tho? this ſeems a fair, yet 1 
fear tis often a fallacious reckoni -which, 
tho? it may ſerve in many ordinary caſes of pri- 
vate life, yet will not hold good in the more no- 
torious inſtances * men's lives, eſpecially when 
= complicated wi th g Land bad, as. to level 
all common bounds. and proportions. Not to be 
deceived in ſuch caſes, we muſt work by a dif- 
ferent rule, which, tho” it may appear leſs can- 
did, —yet, to ke amends, I am perſuaded will 
bring us in general much nearer td the 9227 
we want, — which is truth. The way to whi 
is—in all judgments of this kind, to diſtinguiſh 


and carry in your eye the principal and ruling 7 


paſſion which leads the character —and ſeparate 
that from the other parts of it and then take 


notice, how far his other qualities, good and 


bad, are brought to ſerve and ſupport that. For 
want of this diſtinction,— 


ſelves inconſiſtent creatures, when we are the 
furtheſt from it, and all the variety of ſhapes 
and contradi gcory appearances we put on, are, 


in truth, but ſo many different Attempts to _ 


tify the fame governing appetite.— 1 
With this clew, let us endeavour | to unr 
this character of Herod, as here yew.” 7: 

The firſt thing Tmich ſtrikes one in it, is m- 
bition, an immoderate thirſt, as well as jealouſy 
of power; how inconſiſtent ſoever in other 
Parts, his character appears invariable in this, 


and 


-we often think our- 


— 


. 
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and every action of his life was true to it. 
From hence we may venture to conclude, that 
this, was his ruling paſſion, and that moſt, if 
not all the other wheels. were put in motion by 
this firſt ſpring. | Now let us op ider how farthis 


Was the caſe in fact. 


To begin with the N part ek. hin, 1 
ſaid he was a: man of no ſenſe of religion, or 
at leaſt no other ſenſe, of it, but that which 
ſeryed his turn—for be, is recorded to have built 
temples in Judea,..: and erected 1 images in tl em 
for idolatrous W orſhip, —not from a perſuaſi ion 
of doing right, far he Was bred : a ew, and con- 
ſequently 1 to abhor all ide atry,. but he 
was in truth ſacrificing all this time to a greater 
idol of his own, his, ruling paſſion; for if we 


may truſt Jaſep bus, his Tole, view in ſo groſs 2 


compliance was to ingratiate himfelf with Au- 

ſtus and the great men of Rome from whoOm 
he held his, power, —— With this he was greedy 
and rapacious —how could he be otherwiſe, 


wath fo. devouring, an appetite as ambition to 


0 for ?—He was jealous, in his nature, and 
uſpicious af all the world. —Shew me an am- 
bitious man that is not ſo; for as ſuch a man's 


hand, like Iſhmael's,_ i 18 againſt every man, he 


Os that every man“ 8 hand! in courle is againſt 

Few men were ever guilty of more aſtoniſh- 
ing acts of cruelty——and> yet the particular in- 
Nances of them 1 in Herod were ſuch as he, was 
hurried into, by the alarms this waking paſſion 


paging gave him. He, put the whole Sana- 


im to the ſword—ſparing.. neither age, or wil- 


dom, or merit one cannot ſuppoſe, ſimply 
from an inclination to cryelty—no-—they had op- 


poſed 
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pole the eſtabliſhment, of his powar at Jeruſal 

His. own ſons, twat — > youths, he cut off | 
br a gublic execution.mThemwarſt men aw na. 
tural affection—anqd. ſuch a ſtrchg 39; this would 
run. ſq; contrary w the. natuzal workings off it, 
that yan are forced ta ſuppoſe the impulſe of ſome 
more violent inclination to over-rule and conques 
ins Ard ſq it N for tha Jewiſh. hiſtorian tells 
ds, tas jealouſy of pawer,ymhis; darling abiest 
* which ; bes n. ould. one, Haji A 
— — a Mn oi lach a — Wencke 
et exceſſes, | ond? 

Thus far this ane; fatal. and-PxLravegang ny 
accounts, for the dank, ſide of: Herod'a — 
Ne principle, being ficlt - lick een 
all bis other, bad 8Qions, follow. in courſe, like-fo 
g Aae coat. om; tara * 


"Im us. less if. this was not the cale.even of hi 
virtues. tag. | 

At firſt fight it ſeams. a myſterp how a 
man, fa black as. Herod has. been thus far de- 
Eribed—ſhould- ha able ta ſupport himſelf in dhe 
favour and friandſhip af ſa wiſe and pæhetrating:a 
bady of men, as the. Raman ſenate, af: whom 
be held; his power. To couater-balange: the 
weight af ſo bad and deteſied a character 
and be ahlg. to bear. it up, 28. Hened did, one 
would think he, mit | haze, been maſtas of forge 
great ſecret, worth inquiringoaſtat het was; ſe. 
But that, ſecret Was no other than: what: appeans 
on this reverſe, of, his character. He was 4, per 
ſon of. great addreſs n- popular in his: ont ard be- 
baviour he was. generoues prince like inthis-en- 
. enpebbc. TD W 
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tirely confuted the whole char 


as edrruph, at leaſt, as ite Herod under 
ſtood it—knew at what price it was to be 1 5 
— d what qualities would bid the 2222 for 
its 1 word and approbati ion. 

And in truth he judged this matter ſo well 
chat notwithſtanding the general odium and 


Ne which aroſe againſt ſo hateful a cha- 


racter— in ſpight of all the ill impreſſions from ſo 
many repeated complaints of his cruelties and 
oppreſſions—he yet ſtemmed the torrent and 
by the ſpecious diſplay of theſe popular virtues 
bore himſelf up againſt it alt his life. So that 
at length, when he was ſummoned to Rome to 
anſwer for his crimesJoſephus tells us that 
by the mere magnificence of his expences and 
the apparent generoſity of his behaviour, he en- 

| and ſo ingra- 
tiated himſelf with the Roman ſenate—and won 
the heart of Auguſtus (as he had that of An- 
thony before) that he ever after had his favour 


and kindneſs; which I cannot mention without 


adding——that it is an eternal ſtain wpon the 
character and memory of Auguſtus, that he 
ſold his countenance and protection to ſo bad a 
man, for To mean and baſe a conſideration. 

From this point of view, if we look back up- 
on Herod his beſt qualities will ſhrink into little 
room, and how glittering ſoever in appearance, 
when brought to this balance are found wanting. 
And in truth if we would -not willingly be de- 


ceived in the value of any virtue, or ſet of 'vir- 
tues in ſo complex a character e muſt call 


them to this very account; examine whom they 


ſerve, what paſſion and "what Principle they 


| 2 for their maſter. When this is under- 


the whole clew is unravelled at —_— 
an 
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and the character of Herod, as 3 as it 
is given us in hiſtory when thus analyſed, is 
ſummed up in three words- That he was a man 
of unbounded ambition, who Puck at nothing to gra- 
tify.it ;——ſo that not only his vices were mini- 
ſerial to his ruling paſſion, but his virtues too 
(if they deſerve the name) were drawn in, and 
liſted into the ſame ſervice. _ 

Thus much for the character of Herod— the 
critical review of which has many obvious uſes, 
to which I may truſt you, having time but to 
mention that particular one which firſt led me 
into this examination, namely, that all objections 
againſt the evangeliſt's account of this day's 
ſlaughter of the Bethlemitiſh infants from the 
incredibility of ſo horrid an aceount are ſilenced 
by this account of the man; fince in this he acted 
but like himfelf, and juſt fo as you would expect 
in the ſame circumſtances, from every man of fo 

- ambitious a head and ſo bad a heart. Con- 
ſider, what havock ambition has made——how 
often the ſame tragedy has been aQed upon larger 
theatres where not only the innocence of child- : 
hood——or the grey hairs of the aged, have 
found no protection but whole countries with- 
out diſtinction have been put to the (word; or, 
what is as cruel, have been driven forth to naked- 
neſs and famine, to make way for new ones, un- 
der the guidance of this paſſion. For a ſpeci- 
men of this, refle upon the ſtory related by Plu- 
» tarch: when by order of the Roman ſenate, 
ſeventy populous cities were una wares ſacked and 
deſtroyed at one prefixed hour, by P. Amilius— 
by whom one hundred and fifty thouſand unhappy 
people were driven in one day into captivity 


to be ſold to the dienen bidder, to end their days 
Vor. IV. G in 
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\ HERE is bometding 10 this ele cken er 

1. holy Job's, u Phe ſhortneſs of life, and 
inſtability of human zal ſo beautiful and truly * 
ſublime; that one might challenge the writings - 

of the moſt celebrated orators of antiquity, to 
produce a fpecimen of eloquence, fo noble and 
thoroughly affecting. Whether this effect be 
owing, in ſome meaſure, to the pathetic nature 

of the ſubje& refſected on; or to the eaſtern 
manner of expreſſion, in a ſtile more exalted and 
ſuitable to fo great a ſubject, or (which is the 
more likely account) becauſe they are properly 

the words of that Being, who firſt inſpired man 

with language, and taught his mouth to utter, 

who opened the lips of the dumb, and made the 
tongue of the infant eloquent; to which of theſe 

we are to refer the beauty and ſublimity of this, 

as well as that of numberleſs other paſſages i in ho- 

ty writ, may not ſeem now material; but ſurely, , 
C without: 
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without theſe belps, never man was better qua- 
lified to make juſt and noble reflections upon the 
| ſhortneſs of human life, and inſtability of human 
affalrs, thayJob was, who had himſelf waded 
through ſuch a ſea of troubles, and in his paſſage 
had encountered many viciſſitudes of ſtorms and 
fun-ſhine, and by turns had felt both the extremes, 
of all the happineſs, and all + ME: aan that 
mortal man is heir to. 
Ĩ he beginning of his days was crowned with 
every thing that ambition could wiſh, for he 
Was the greateſt of all the men of the Eaſt, —had 
0 large and pRhoynded 'poſſefſi 10ns, and no doubt 
| enjoyed all the comforts and advantages of life, 
which they could adminiſter. —Perhaps you will 
ſay, a wiſe man might not be inclined to give a 
full looſe to this kind of happineſs, without ſome- 
etter ſecurity for the ſupport of it, than t] 
poſſeſſion of - uch goods, of. fortune, which. 6s tu 
tp from under us, 7 „ ſometimes unaecountably 
make themſelves wings, and fly away. But he 
had that ſecurity. too ;—for the hand of provi- 
dence, , which had thus far protected, was ſtill 
leading him forwards, and ſeemed engaged in the 
preſervation and continuance of theſe bleſſings ;— 
Gop had ſet a hedge about him, and about all 
that he, had on every ſide; he had bleſſed all the 
works of his hands, and his ſubſtance increaſed - 
every day. Indeed, even with this ſecurity, 
riches to him who hath neither child nor brother, 
as the wiſe man obſerves, inſtead of a comfort, 
prove ſometimes a. ſore travel and vexation.— The 
mind of man is not always ſatisfied with the rea- 
ſonable aſſurance of its own enjoyments, but will 
look forwards, and if it diſcovers ſome i imagina- 
ry void, the want of ſome beloved object to fill 
his place wer him, wall often diſquiet itſelf in 
| vain, 
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vain, and ſay For whom do I labour, and 
« bereave myſelf of reſt? 

This bar to his happineſs Gop had Ie 
taken away, in bleſſing him with a numerous off- 
ſpring of ſons and daughters, the appatent inbe- 

ritors of all his preſent happineis . Pleaſing re- 

flektion l toi think the bleſſings Go has indulged 
one 8 ſelf z, {ſhall be handed and. continued down 
to a man's own ſeed: how little does this differ 
from a ſecond enjoyment of them; to an affecti- 
onate parent? who naturally looks forward with 

as ſtrong! an; intereſt upon his children, as if he 

was to live over again in his on poſterit. 
What could be wanting to finiſh ſuch a bieure 
of a happy man? Surely nothing, except a vir- 
tuous diſpoſition to give a reliſh to theſe bleſſings, 
and direct him to make à proper uſe of them. / 
He had that too, for he was a perfect and upright” - 
man, one that feared Gop ande ſchewed evil. 

In the midſt of all this proſperity, which was 
as grent as could well fall to the ſhare of one 
man; whilſt all the world looked gay, and 
ſmiled. upon him, and every thing round him 
ſeemed to promiſe, if poſſible, an increaſe of hap- 
pineſs, in one inſtant: all is W into OE 
and utter:deſpair.——— 

It pleaſes Gov, a wiſe opal to blaſt . 
fortunes of his houſe, and cut off the hopes of 

his poſterity, and in one mournful day, to bring 

this great prince from his palace Son to _w 
dunghill. His: flocks: and herds, in which con 
ſiſted the abundance of his wealth, were zan! 
conſumed by a fire from heaven, the remainder 
taken away by the fword of the enemy: his ſons 
and daughters, whom ?tis natural to imagine ſo 
good a man had ſo brought up in a ſenſe of their 
* as to give him all reaſonable hopes of much 
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joy and pleafure in their future lives natural 
proſpect for a parent to look forwards at, to re- 
compenſe him for the many cares and anxieties 
which their infancy had coſt him! theſe dear 
pledges of his future happineſs were all, all 
ſnatched from him at one blow, juſt at the time 
that one might imagine they were beginning to be 
the comfort and delight of his old age, which 
moſt wanted ſuch ſtaves to lean on: — and as cir- 
cumſtances add to an evil, ſo they did to this; 
for it fell out not only by a very ee acci 
dent, which was grievous enough in it itſelf, but 
likewiſe upon the back of his other misfortunes, 
when he was ill prepared to bear ſuch a ſhock ; 
and what would ſtill add to it, it happened at an 
hour when he had leaſt reafon to expect it, when 
he would naturally think his children ſecure and 
out of the way of danger. For: whilſt they 
< were feaſting and making merry in their eldeſt 
* brother's houſe, a great wind out of the wil- 
« derneſs ſmote the four corners of the: en 
« -and it fell upon them. 4 
Such a concurrence of eee are not the 
common lot of many: and yet there are inſtances 
of ſome who have undergone as fevere trials, 
and bravely ſtruggled under them; perhaps by 
natural force of ſpirits, the advantages of health, 
and the cordial aſſiſtance of a friend. And with 
theſe helps, what may not a man ſuſtain? - But 
this was not Job's caſe; for ſcarce had theſe evils 
fallen upon him, when he was not only borne 
own with a grievous diſtemper, which afflicted 
him from the crown of his head to the ſole of his 
foot, but likewiſe his three friends, in whoſe king | 
confolations he might have found a medicine, — 
even the wife of his boſom, whoſe duty it was, 
with a gentle hand, to have ſoftened all his ſorrows, 


inſtead 
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inſtead of N this, they yerveliyinllied and be- 
came the reproachers of his integrity. O GOD 
what is man when thou thus bruiſeſt him, =_ 
makeſt his burden heavier as his ſtrength gr 
leſs :— Who, that had found himſelf thus an 1 . 
ample of the many chanees and changes of this 
mortal life; when he conſidered himfelf now 
ſtripped and left deſtitute of ſo many valuable 
bleſſings which the moment before thy providence-: 
had poured upon his head ;--<when He reflected 
upon this gay delightſome ſtructure; in appear- 
ance ſo ſtrongly built, ſo pleaſingly” furrounde&: 
with every thing that could flatter his hopes and 
wiſhes, and beheld it all levelled with the ground 
in one moment, and the whole proſpect vaniſh”. 
with it like the-deſcription-of an enchantment ;--- - 
who, I ſay, that had- ſeen” and felt the ſhockiof | 
ſo ſudden a revolution, would not have Deen fur- 
niſhed with juſt and beautiful reffections upon the 
occaſion? and ſaid with Job in the words of Owe: 
text, That man that is born of a woman, is 
* of few days, and full of miſery ;--that he com 
cc eth forth like a flower, and is eut down; he 
4 fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and Contmmettrnöt 
The words of the text are an epitorde<P4Ks- 
natural and moral vanity of man, and contain two 
diſtinct declarations concerning his ſtate and con- 
dition in each reſpect. 
Firſt, that he is a creature of few days; and, WE 
ſecondly, that thoſe days are full of trouble; 
I ſhall make ſome reflections upon each of theſe 
in their order, and conclude with. A I we . 
ſon from the whole. 
And, firſt, that he is of . Ape The com- 
pariſon which Job makes uſe of, hat man eom- 
eth forth like a flower, is extremely beautiful, 
and more to the 8 than the moſt ælaborate 
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| . Which, in truth, the fubje& will not eaſily 
admit of the ſhortnefs of life being a point ſo- 
generally complained of in all ages ſince the flood, 
and ſo univerſally felt and acknowledged by the 
whole ſpecies, as to require no evidence beyond a 
ſimilitude; the intent of which is not ſo much to 
prove the fact, as to illuſtrate and place it in ſuch 
a light as to ſtrike us, and bring the impreſſion 
hog to ourſelves in a more affecting manner. 

Man comes forth, ſays. Job, like a flower, and 
is cut down; he is ſent into the world the faireſt 
and nobleſt part of Gop's works, faſnioned 

after the image of his Creator, 4 reſpect to 
reaſon and the great faculties of the mind he 
cometh forth glorious. as the flower of. the field; 
as it ſurpaſſes the vegetable world in beauty, 2 
does he the animal world in the glory and; Eaſe — 
lency of his nature. 

I be one---if no untimely cat . i, 
ſoon arrives at the full period of its perfection, 
s ſuffered to triumph for a few moments, and is 
plucked up by the roots in the very pride and gay- 
eſt ſtage of its being; or if it happens to- 
eſcape the hands of violence, in a few days it ne- 
ceſſarily ſickens of itſelf, and dies away. 

Man likewiſe, though his progreſs is flower,. 
and his duration fomething longer, yet the peri- 
ods of his growth and declenſion are nearly the 
ſame, both in the nature and manner of them. 

If he eſcapes the dangers which threaten his- 
tenderer. years, be is ſoon got inte the full matu ; 
rity and ſtrength of life; and if he is fo fortunate: 
as not to be hurried out of it then by aceidents, by 
his own. folly and intemperance —if he eſcapes. 
theſe, he naturally decays of himſelf ; -a period: 
comes faſt upon kim, beyond which be Was not 


made to laſt.—Like A; owes: or. fruit which may 


he: . 
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be plucked up by force before the time of their 

maturity, yet cannot be made to outgrow the pe- 
riod when they are to fade and drop of them 
ſelves; when that comes, the hand of nature then 
plucks them both off, and no art of the botaniſt 
can uphold the one, or ſkill of the phyſician pre- 
ſerve the other, beyond the periodꝭ to which their 
original frames and conſtitutions were made to 
extend. As Gos has appointed and determined 
the ſeveral, growths and decays of: the: vegetable 
race, ſo he ſeems as evidently to have preſcribed 
the ſame laws to man, as well as all living crea- 
tures, in the firſt rudiments of which, there are 
contained the ſpeciffe powers of their growth, du- 
ration and extinction; and when the evolutions of 
thoſe animal powers are exhauſted and run down, 
the creature expires and dies of itſelf, as ripe 
fruit falls from the tree, or a flower: preſeryed: be- 
yond its bloom, drops and periſhes upon the ſtalk. 
Thus much for this compariſon of Job's, 
which, though it is very poetical, yet conveys a 
juſt idea of the thing referred to.“ That he 
6 ffeeth alſo as a ſhadow, and continueth not. 
is no leſs a faithful and fine repreſentation of the 
ſhortneſs and vanity of human liſe, of which one 
cannot give a better explanation, than by refer- 
ring to the original, from hence the picture was 
taken. With how quick a ſucceſſion do days, 
months and years paſs over our heads? how tru- 
ly like a ſhadow. that departeth do they flee away 
inſenſibly, and ſearce leave an impreſſion with us? 
when we-endeavour to call them back by re- 
fle ction, and conſider in what manner they have 
gone, how unable are the beſt of us to give a to- 
lerable account? and were it not for ſome of the 
more remarkable ſtages which have diſtinguiſhed 

a. few periods of this 985 W —we ſhould: 
| | look: 
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look back upon it all as W u pom 
his dream when he awoke in the morning ; —he 
was ſenſible many things had paſſed, and trou- 
bled him too; but had paſſed on ſo quickly, they 
had left no footſteps behind, by which he could 
be enabled to trace them back. Malancholy 
account of the life of man l which generally runs 
on in ſuch a manner, as ſcarce to allow time to 
make reflections which way it has gone. _ _ // 
He many of our firſt years flide By in the: 
innocent ſports of childhood, im which: we are 
not able to make reflections upon them:?--how ma- 

ny more thoughtleſs years eſcape us i in our youth, 
when we are unwilling to do it, and are ſo eager 
in the purſuit of pleaſure as to have no time to· 
ſpare, to ſtop and conſider them?. 
When graver and: riper years come. on, 2 
we begin to think it time to reform and ſet up for 
men of ſenſe and conduct, then the buſineſs and 
perplexing intereſts of this world, and the endleſs 
plotting and. contriving how to make the moſt of 
it, do ſo whelly employ us, that we are too buſy 
to make reflections upon ſo unprofitable a ſubject. 
-As families and children increaſe, ſo do our 
affections, and with them are multiplied our cares 
and toils for their preſervation and eſtabliſnment; 
all which take up our thoughts ſo cloſely, 
and poſſeſs them ſo long, that we are often over- 
taken by grey hairs before we ſee them, or have: 
found leiſure to conſider how far we were got,— 
What we have been.doing,—and for what purpoſe - 
Soy ſent us into the world. As man may juſtly 
be ſaid to be of few days, conſidered with reſpect 
to this haſty ſucceſſion of things, which ſoon car- 
ries him into the decline of his life, ſo may he 
likewiſe be ſaid to flee like a ſnadow and continue 

not, when his duration is compared with other 
N 733 
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parts of Gon's ' works, and even the works of. bis 
own hands, which outlaſt him many generations; 
— whilſt, as Homer obſerves, like leaves, one ge- 
neration drops, and r W r e up to fall 
agen and be forgotten. 
But when we further conflier' his 4 0 in n the 
light in which we ought chiefly to view them, as 
they appear in thy ſight, O Gop ! with whom 
a thouſand years are but as yeſterday ; when 
we reflect that this hand-breadth of life is alt 
that is meaſured out to us from that eternity 
for which he is created, how does his ſhort ſpan 
vaniſh'to nothing 1 in the compariſon! Tis vs, 
the greateſt portion of time will do the ſame 
when compared with what is to come; and there- 
fore ſo ſhort and tranſitory a one, as as threeſcore 
years and ten, beyond which all 1s declared to be 
labour and ſorrow, may the eaſier be allowed: 
and yet how uncertain are we of that portion, 
fhort as it is? Do not ten thouſand accidents. 
break off the ſlender thread of human life, long 
before it can be drawn out to that extent ?— The 
ne w- born babe falls down an eaſy prey, and moul- 
ders back again into duſty like a fender bloſſom 
put forth in an untimely hour. The hopefuk 
youth. in the very pride and Nane of life is cut 
off, ſome'cruel diſtemper or unthought of acci- 
dent lays him proſtrate upon the earth, to purſue 
Job's compariſon, like a blooming flower ſmit and 
ſhrivelled up with a malignant blaſt.---In this ſtage 
of life chances multiply upon us,---the' ſeeds of 
diſorders are ſown by intemperance or neglect, 
infectious diſtempers are more - eaſily contracted, 
- when contracted they rage with greater violence, 
and the ſucceſs in many caſes is more doubtful, in- 
fomuch that they who have exerciſed themſelves 
in computations of this kind tell us, That = 
C6: 
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« half of the whole ſpecies which are born into 
& the world, go out of it again, and are all dead 
ce in ſo ſhort a ſpace as the firſt ſeventeen years. 
Theſe refſections may be ſufficient to illuſtrate 
the firſt part of Job's Jeclarition; Nat man is 
46 of few days.” Let us examine the truth of 
the other, and ſee, Whether: bis wad ile Full 
of trouble. = ty 
And here we muſt not ake our account Gow: 
the flattering outfide of things, which are: gene- 
rally ſet off with a glittering appearance enough, 
eſpecially in what is called higher life. Nor can 
we ſafely truſt the evidence of ſome of the more 
merty and thoughtleſs amongſt us, who are ſo ſet 
upon the enjeyment of life, as ſeldom to reflect 
upon the troubles of it; or who, perhaps, be- 
cauſe they are not yet eome to this portion of 
their inheritance, imagine it is not their common 
lot. -Nor, laſtly, are we to form an idea of it, 
from the deluſive ſtories of a few of the moſt: 
proſperous paſſengers, who have fortunately ſail- 
ed through and eſcaped the rougher toils and diſ- 
treſſes. But we are to take our account from a- 
cloſe ſurvey of human life, and the real face of- 
things, ſtript of every thing chat can palliate or gild- 
n over. We muſt hear the general complaint of 
all ages, and read the hiſtories of mankind. If 
we look into them, and examine them to the 
bottom, what do they contain but the hiſtory of. 
fad and uncomtortable paſſages, which a good. 
natured man cannot read but with oppreſſion of 
ſpirits.— Conſider the dreadful | ſucceſſion of- 
wars in one part or other of the earth, perpetu- 
ated from one century te another with ſo little in- 
termiſſion, that mankind have ſcarce had time to- 
breathe from them, ſince ambition firſt came in- 
to the world; conſider the horrid effects of them: 
fs in 


in all thoſe barbarous devaſtations we read of, 
where whole nations have been put to the ſword,. 
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or have been driven out to nakedneſs and famine. | 


to make room for new. comers.Conſider how. 


great a part of our ſpecies in all ages down to this, + 


have been trod under the feet of cruel and caprici- 
ous tyrants, who would neither hear their cries, 


nor pity their diſtreſſes.-Conſider ſlavery, —- 


what it is, how bitter a draught, and how many 
millions have been made to drink of it; Which, if 
it can poiſon all earthly happineſs when exerciſed: 
barely upon our bodies, what mult it be, when 
it comprehends both the ſlavery of body and mind? 
--—-To- conceive this, look inte the hiſtory, of the 
Romiſh church and her. tyrants, (or rather exe- 
cutioners,) who ſeem: to have taken pleaſure. in 
the pangs and. convulſions of their fellow-crea- 


tures.---Examine the inquiſition, hear the melan- 


choly notes ſounded in every cell:---Conſider the 
anguiſh of mock trials, and the exquiſite tortures . 
conſequent thereupon, mercileſsly inflicted upon- 
the unfortunate, where the racked and weary 
ſoul has ſo often wiſhed to take its leave, but 
cruelly not ſuffered: to depart. - Conſider how 


N 


many of theſe helpleſs wretches have been haled- 
from thence in all periods of this tyrannic uſurpa- 


tion, to undergo the maſſacres: and flames to 


which a falſe and a bloody religion has condemned: | 


them.. 
f this fad hiſtory and detail of te more ela: 


lic cauſes of*the miſeries of man are not ſufficient: 


let us behold him in ansther light, with reſpect 


to the more private cauſes of them, and ſee whe-- 
ther he is not full of trouble like wiſe there, and: 
almoſt born to it as naturally as the ſparks fly up- 


wards. If we conſider man as a creature full of: 


wants: 


ä W 


— 


* 


*s 8 E R M 10 N ix: 


wants and neceſſities (whether real or imagin 


| which he is not able to ſupply of himſelf, whe 


a train of diſappointments, vexations and de- 
pendencies are to be ſeen, iſſuing from thence- 

to perplex and make his being uneaſy ?-----—. 
How many juſtlings and hard ſtruggles dg we 


undergo, in making our way in the wopld?. -- 


How barbaroufly held back ?---How often os 


baſely overthrown, in aiming only at getting 


bread ? How many of us never attain it 
at leaſt not comfortably, - but from various 
and unknown cauſes.— eat it all their lives ben in - 
bitterneſs? . 

If we ſhift the ſcene, and look e 
towards thoſe whoſe ſituation in life ſeems to- 
place them above the ſorrows of this kind; yet 
where are they exempt from others? Do not 
all ranks and conditions of men meet with ſad 
accidents, and numberleſs calamities in other re- 


fpects, which often make them go heavily all 


their lives long? 
How many fall into rn infirmities, 


which render both their days and nights reſt- 
leſs and inſupportable ?------How many of the 


higheſt rank are tore up with ambition, or 
foured with diſappointments; and how many 
more, from a thouſand ſecret cauſes of diſquiet, 
pine away in ſilence, and owe their deaths to 
forrow and dejection of heart ?---If we caſt our - 
eyes upon the loweſt claſs and condition of life, 
---the ſcene is more melancholy ſtill.— Milli- 


ons of our fellow · creatures, born to no inhe- 


ritance but poverty and trouble, forced by the- 


neceſſity of their lots to drudgery and painful 
.employments, and hard ſet with that too, to 
get enough to keep themſelves and families: 


alive. 
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alive.---So that, upon the whole whe we have 
examined the true ſtate and condition of human 


life, and have made ſome allowances for a few 


fugacious, deceitful pleaſures, there is ſcarce any 
thing to be found which contradicts Job's de- 
ſcription of it — Which ever way we lock 
abroad, we ſee ſome legible characters of what 
G0 firſt denounced againſt us, That in ſor- 
* row we ſhould eat our bread, till we return to 
<< the ground, from whence we were taken.”* 

But ſome one will fay, Why are we thus 
to be put out of love with human life; To what 
purpoſe is it to expoſe the dark ſides of it to 
us, or enlarge upon the infirmities which are 
natural, and W out of our power to 
redrefs ? 

1 anſwer, that the ſubje& is nevertheleſs of 

t importance, ſince it is neceſſary every crea- 

ture ſhould underſtand his prefent ſtate and con- 
dition, to put him in mind of behaving ſuitably 
to it.---Does not an impartial ſurvey of man 
the holding up this glaſs to ſhew him his defects 
and natural infirmities, naturally tend to cure his 
pride, and cloath him with humility, which is a 
dreſs that beſt becomes a ſhort-lived and a wretch- 
ed creature ?---Does not the conſideration of the 
fhortneſs of our life, convince us of the wiſdom 
of dedicating ſo ſmall a portion to the great pur- 
poſes of eternity? 

Laſtly, When we refle& that this ſpan of life, 
ſhort as it is, is chequered with ſo many trou- 
bles, that there 1s nothing in this world ſprings 


* N. B. Moſt of theſe re gections upon the miferies 
of life are taken from. nen 
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up, or can be enjoyed withaut a mixture of ſor - 
row, how inſenſibly does it incline us to turn our 
eyes and affections from ſo gloomy a proſpect, 
and fix them upon that happier country, where 
afflictions cannot follow us, and where God. will 
wipe away all tears from off our faces, for ever 
and , 1 t ad Tar (LBS 
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Ja MES 1. 26. | 


If any man among you ſeem to be religious, _ 
bridleth not his tongue, but decerveth his own 
heart, that man's religion is vain. 


F the many duties owing both to Gov and 

._ our neighbour, there are ſcarce any men ſo 

bad, as not to acquit themſelves of ſome, and 
few ſo good, I fear, as to practiſe all. 

Every man ſeems willing enough to compound 
the matter, and adopt ſo much of the ſyſtem, as 
will leaft interfere with 'his principal and ruling - / 
paſſion ; and for thoſe parts, which would occa- 
ſion a more troubleſome oppoſition, to conſider 
them as hard ſayings, and ſo leave them for thoſe 
to praQtiſe whoſe natural tempers are better ſuited 
for the ſtruggle. So that a man ſhall be cove- 
tous, oppreſſive, revengeful, neither a lover of 
truth, or common honeſty, and yet, at the ſame 
time, ſhall be very religious, and ſo ſanctified, as 
bes onde to fail of paying his morning and even- 

ſacrifice to Go. So, on the other hand, a 
man ſhall live without Gop in the world, have 
neither any great ſenſe of religion, or indeed pre- 
tend to have any, and yet be of niceſt honour, 
conſcientiouſly juſt and fair in all his dealings. 
And here it is that men generally betray them- 
felves, deceiving, as the apoſtle ſays, their own 
hearts ; 3 of which the inſtances are ſo Various, in 

* | | one 
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one degree or other throughout human liſe, that 
one might ſafely ſay, the bulk of mankind live in 
ſuch a contradiction to themſelves, that there is 
no character ſo hard to be met with as one which, 
upon a critical examination, will appear alto- 
gether uniform, and in every point conſiſtent with 
itſelf. 

If ſuch a contraſt was only obſervable in the 
different ſtages of a man's life, it would ceaſe to 
be either a matter of wonder, or a juſt reproach. 
Age, experience, and much reflection, may na- 
turally enough be ſuppoſed to alter a man's ſenſe 
of things, and ſo entirely to transform him, that 
not only in outward appearances, but in the very 
caſt and turn of his mind, he may be as unlike 
and different from the man he was twenty or thirty 
years ago, as he ever was from any thing of his 
own ſpecies, This, I ſay, is naturally to be ac- 
counted for, and in ſome caſes might be praiſe- 
worthy too: but the obſervation is to be made of 
men in the ſame period of their lives, that in the 
Tame day, ſometimes in the very ſame action, 
they are utterly inconſiſtent and irreconcileable 
with themſelves.---Look at a man in one light, 
and he ſhall ſeem wiſe, penetrating, diſcreet, and 
- brave : behold him in another point of view, and 
you ſee a creature all over folly and indiſcretion, 
weak and timorous, as cowardice and indiſcre- 
tion can make him. A man ſhall appear gentle, 
courteous, and benevolent to all mankind ; fol- 
low him into his own houſe, may be you fee a 
tyrant, moroſe and ſavage to all whoſe happineſs 
depends upon his kindneſs. A third, in his gene- 
ral behaviour, is found to be generous, diſinte- 


reſted, humane and friendly ;—hear but the ſad 


ſtory 'of the friendleſs orphans, too credulouſly 
idling all their little ſubſtance into his hands, 
and 


8 E R M ON XI 16% 
and he ſhall appear more ſordid, more pitileſs and 
unjuſt, than the injured themſelves have bitter- 
neſs to paint him. Another ſhall be charitable to 

the poor, uncharible in his cenſures and opinions 
of all the reſt of the world beſides; —temperate - 
in his appetites, intemperate in his tongue; ſhall 
have too much conſcience and religion to cheat 
the man who truſts him, and perhaps, as far as 
the buſineſs of debtor and creditor extends, ſhal 
be juſt and ſcrupulous to the uttermoſt mite; yet 
in matters of- full as great concern, Ebere he is 
to have the handling of the parties reputation and 
good name, — the deareſt, the tendereft property 
the man has, he will do him irreparable 8 
and rob him there without meaſure or pity. 
And this ſeems to be that particular piece of 
inconſiſtency and contradiction which the text is 
levelled at; in which the words ſeem ſo pointed, 
as if St. James had known more flagrant inſtances 
of this kind of deluſion than what had fallen under 
the obſervation of any of the reſt of the apoſtles; 
he being more remarkably vehement and copious 
upon that ſubject than any other. 

Doubtleſs ſome of his converts had been noto- 
riouſly wicked and licentious, in this remorſelefs 
practice of defamation and evil-ſpeaking. Per- 
haps the holy man, tho? ſpotleſs as an angel, (for 

no character is too ſacred for calumny to blacken) 
had grievoufly ſuffered himſelf, and, as his bleſ- 

ſed Maſter foretold im had been _ reviſed, 
and evil ſpoken of. 

All his labours in the golpel; Nil unaffected did 
perpetual ſolicitude for the preſervation of his 
flock, his. watchings, his faſtings, his poverty, 
his natural ſimplicity and innocence of hfe, all 

perhaps were not enough to defend him from this 
0 3 * And vrhat 


in 


68 TERM SO W IM 
in all likelihood might move his ſorrow and POR 
nation more, ſome who ſeemed the moſt devout 
and zealous of all his converts, were the moſt mer- 
cileſs and uncharitable in that reſpect; having a 
form of godlineſs, full of bitter envyings and ſtrife. 

With ſuch it is that he expoſtulates ſo largely 
in the third chapter of his epiſtle; and there is 
ſomething in his vivacity, tempered with ſuch af- 
fection and concern, as well ſuited the character 
of an inſpired man. My brethren, ſays the apo- 
ſtle, theſe things ought not to be.— The wiſdom 
that is from above is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
full of mercy, without partiality, without hy- 
pocriſy. T be wiſdom from above — that hea- 
venly religion which I have preached to you, is 
pure, alike and conſiſtent with itſelf in all its parts; 
like its great author, tis univerſally kind and be- 
nevolent in all caſes and circumſtances. Its firſt 
glad tidings were peace upon earth, good will to- 
wards men; its chief corner Frs its moſt diſ- 
_ tinguiſhing character is love, that kind principle 
which brought it down, in the pure exercife of 
. which conſiſts the chief enjoyment of heaven 
from whence it came. But this practice, my bre- 
thren, cometh not from above, but 1s earthly, 
ſenſual, deviliſh, full of confuſion and every evil 
work. Refle& then a moment; can a fountain 
ſend ſorth, at the ſame place, ſweet water and 
bitter? can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive 
berries, either a vine, figs | ? Lay your hands up- 
on your hearts, and let your conſciences ſpeak.-— 
Ought not the ſame juſt principle which reſtrains 

u from cruelty and wrong m one caſe, equally 
to wick, you from it in another ?---Should 
not charity and good will, like the principle of 
life, circulating through the ſmalleſt veſſels in 

Je nde ought. it not to operate as regu- 
| | | larly 


words, as upon your aCtions? 
If a man is wife and endued with avid 
let him ſhew it, out of a good converſation, with 


meekneſs of wiſdom. But if any man amongſt 


you ſeemeth to be religious —- ſeemeth to be, 


for truly religious he cannot be, and bridleth 
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this 


man's religion is vain.- This is the full force of 
St. James's reaſoning; upon which I have dwelt 
the more, it being the foundation upon which is 
grounded this clear deciſion of the matter left us 
in the text. In which the apoſtle ſeems to have 
ſet the two characters of a ſaint and a flanderer at 


ſuch variance, that one would have thought they 


could never have had a heart to have met toge- 
ther again. But there are no alliances too ſtrange 
for this world. How many may we obſerve eve- 
ry day, even of the gentler ſex,” as well as our 
own, who, without conviction of doing much 
wrong, in the midſt of a full career of calumny 
and defamation, riſe up punctual at the ſtated 
hour of prayer, leave the cruel ſtory half untold 
till they return, go, and kneel down before the 
throne of heaven, thank Gov' that he; had not 
made them like others, and that his Holy Spirit 
had enabled them to perform the duties of the 
day, in ſo Chriſtian and conſcientious a manner! 


This deluſive itch for ſlander, too common in 


all ranks of people, whether to gratify a little un- 


generous reſentment; whether oftener out of a 


principle of levelling, from a narrow neſs and po- 
verty of ſoul, ever impatient of merit and ſupe- 
riority 1n others ; whether a mean ambition, or 
the inſatiate luſt of being witty, (a talent in 8 
ill-nature and malice are no ingredients); 
Vol. IV. H laſtly, 
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larly upon you, throughout, as well upon your 
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laſtly, whether from a natural cruelty of diſpoſiti- 
on, abſtracted from all views and conſiderations 
of ſelf; to which ene, or whether to all jointly, 
we are, indebted for. this contagious malady ; thus 
much is certain, from whatever ſeeds it ſprings, 
the growth and progreſs of it are as deſtructive 
to, as they are unbecoming a civilized people. 
To paſs-a hard and ill-natured reflection, upon an 
undeſigning action; to invent, or, which is equal - 
ly bad, to propagate a vexatious report without 
_ colour and grounds; to plunder. an innocent man 
of his character and gaod name, a jewel which 
perhaps he has ſtarved himſelf to purchaſe, and 
probably would hazard his life to ſecure; to rob 
him at the fame time of his happineſs and peace 
of mind; perhaps his bread. the bread, 
may be, of a virtuous family; and all this as So- 
lomon ſays of the madman, who caſteth fire- 
| brands, arrows, and death, and faith, Am I not 
in ſport? all this, out of wantonneſs, and oftener 
from worſe motives ; the whole appears ſuch 
a complication of badueks, as requires no words 
or warmth of fancy to aggravate. Pride, 
treachery, envys hypacriſy, malice, cryelty and 
ſelf-tove, may have been ſaid, in one ſhape or 
other, to have occaſioned all the frauds and 
miſchiefs that ever happened in the world. 
but the chances againſt a coincidence of them all 
in one perſon are ſo many, that ane would have 
ſuppoſed the character of a common ſlanderer as 
rare and difficult a production in nature, as that of 
a great genius, which, ſeldom happens above once 
in an age. 
But whatever was the caſe, when St. James 
'. wrote his epiſtle, we have been very ſuccefsful in 
ler days, and have found out the rt. by a pro- 
* 
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per management of light and ſhade, to compound 
all theſe vices together, ſo as to give body and 
ſtrength to the whole, whilſt no one but a diſ- 
erding artiſt is able to diſcover the Jabours that 
join in finiſhing the picture. And indeed, like 
many other bad öriginals in the world, it ſtands 
in need of all the diſtguiſe it has. .-For who could 
be enamoured of à character, made up of ſo 
loathſome a compound, - -could they behold it 
naked, - in its crooked and deformed fnape, 
with all its naturab and eme, W po ai 
open to public view ꝰ n 
And therefore, it were =P wiſhed; ; tne: one 
could do in this malignant cafe of the mind, 
what is generally done for the publick good, in 
the more malignant and epidemical caſes of the 
body, that is;---when they are found infectious, 
—to write a hiſtory of the diſtemper, — and 20. 
certain all the ſymptoms of the malady, ſo that 
every one might know, whom he might venture 
to go near, with tolerable ſafety to himfelf. — But, 
alas | the ſymptoms” of this appear in To many 
ſtrange and contradictory ſhapes, and vary fo 
wonderfully with the temper and Habit of the pa- 
tient, that they are not re, Lor p 
to any one regular ſyſtem. ok | 
Ten thouſand are the ebe in which tid . 
deadly poiſon is prepared and communicated to 
the world; — and by ſome artful hands, tis done 
by fo ſubtle and nice an infuſion, that it is not to 
be taſted or diſcovered,” but by its effects. mw 
How frequently is the honeſty and integrity of 
a man diſpoſed of, by a ſmile or a ſhrug ?—How 
many good and generous actions have been funk 
into oblivion, by a diſtruſtful look, or ſtamped 
with the imputation « of proceeding: from bad mo- 
H 2 ; 


tives, 


272 37 E R M O N XE | 
tives, by a myſterious. and'ſeaſonable whiſper? Ba 
Look into companies of thoſe whoſe gentle na- 
tures ſhould diſarm them, we ſhall find no bet- 
ter account.———How large a portion of chaſ- 
tity is ſent out of the world by diſtant hints, — 
nodded away, and cruelly winked into ſuſpicion, ; 
by the envy of. thoſe, who are paſſed all tempta- 
tion of it themſelves ?!!——How often does the 
reputation of a helpleſs creature bleed by a re- 
port which the party, who is at the. pains 
to propagate it, beholds with much pity and 
| fellow-feeling,- that ſhe is heartily ſorry for 
ts hopes in Gop it is not true? however, 
AS Archbiſhop Tillotſon wittily-obſerves upon it, 
is reſolved, in the mean time, to give the report 
her paſs, that at leaſt it may have fair play to 
take its fortune in the world. to be believed 
or not, according to the charity of thoſe, into | 
whoſe hands it ſhall happen to fall? 25 
So fruitful is this vice in variety of expedients, 
to ſatiate as well as diſguiſe itſelf. But if theſe 
ſmoother weapons cut ſo fore, what ſhall we 
ſay of open and unbluſhing ſcandal——ſubje@t- 
ed to no-caution—-tied. down to no reſtraints ? If 
the one, like an arrow ſhot in the dark, does 
nevertheleſs ſo much ſecret miſchief, this, 
like the peſtilence, which rageth at noon day, 
ſweeps all before it, levelling without diſtincti- 
on the good and the bad; a thouſand fall beſide 
it, and ten thouſand on its right hand, they 
| fall, —-ſo rent and torn in this tender part of 
them; ſo unmercifully butchered, as ſometimes - 
never to recover either the ods or the an- 
guiſh of heart, which they have occaſioned.— 
But there is nothing ſo bad which will not admit 
of ſomething to be faid 1 in its defence. 


And 
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And bere it ay be aſke: 


Furien and ill effects er the world 
feels. from the licentiouſneſs of this practice 
—are'i not”. ſufficiently : counterbalanced: by the 


real influence it has upon men's lives and con- 


nem hat 1 "was" _—— in 


Fo ly and ici raſh aut many em 
like a horſe into the battle, were 1 i to 
eſcape the tongues of men 

+ "Phat if weltake a general vie . the n 


---we hall find, that a great deal of 8 — 
at leaſt of the outward ap 


pearance of it, 
not ſo much from any fixed principle, as the — 
ror of what the world will ſay, and the r e 
1. Will take upon the occaſions we ſhall give. 


That if we deſcend to particulars, andere 


are every day taking more pains to be well ſpoken 
of, than what would 3 enable them — 
live ſo as to deforve itte Atte eis net Ot: 
That there are many of 500 ſexes who can 
ſupport- life well enough without honour or-chat- 
tity, who, without reputation, (which is but 
the opinion which the world has of the matter), 


would hide their heads in ſhame, and ſink down 


in utter» deſpair of happineſs: No doubt the 
tongue is à weapon which does chaſtiſe many in- 
decorums which the laws of men will not reach, 
and keeps many in awe, whom conſcience 
will not, and where the caſe is indiſputably fla- 
grant, the ſpeaking of i it in ſuch words as it de- 
ferves, ſcarce comes within the . prohibition. 


In many caſes: tis hard to expreſs ourſelves ſo as 


to fix a diſtinction betwixt oppoſite characters, ' 
and n nen * TROY be as wer, debe we Done 
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to o virtue, and as gt a be of: dealer expoſe 
a vicious character, and paint it in its co 
lours, as it is to ſpeak well of the aer 
and deſcribe his particular virtues. And indeed, 
when we infliẽt this -puniſhment upon the bad, 
merely out of principle, and without indulgences 
to any private paſſion of our own, tis a caſe 
which bappens ſo nene e r . venture 
to except iti. 15 
However, to thoſe, ko m this objeRion . 3 
really concerned for the cauſe of virtue, I cannot 
help recommending what would much more effec- 
tually ſerve ber intereſt, and be a ſurer token of 
their zeal and attachment to her. And that is, — in 
all ſuch plain inſtances, where it ſeems to be duty 
to fix a diſtinction betwixt the good and the bad. 
to let their ations ſpeak it inſtead of their words 
or at leaſt to let them both ſpeak one language. 
We all of us talk ſo loud againſt vicious charac- 
ters, and are fo unanimous in our cry 
them, — that an unexperieneed man, who ably" 
truſted his ears, would imagine the Whole world 
was in an uproar about it, and that mankind were 
all aſſociating together, to hunt vice utterly out of 
the world. Shift the ſcene, — and let him behold 
the reception which vice meets with, — he will ſee 
the conduct and behaviour of the world towards it 
ſo oppoſite to their declarations, —he will find all 
he heard fo contradicted by what he ſaw, — as to 
leave him in doubt, did of his ſenſes he is to 
truſt, —or 1 in which of the two caſes mankind were: 
really in earneſt. Was there virtue enough in the 
world to make a general ſtand againſt this con- 


tradiction, that is was every one who deſerved 


to be ill ſpoken of---fure to be ill looked on too; 


was it a certain conſequence of the loſs of a man's 
charadter, 


character, to loſe his friends, to loſe the ad- 
vantages of his birth and fortune, and thence / 
4 be en enn, ee ww 
E — -*; N 5 
Was no quality a ſhelter: id ebe Ew 
rums of the other ſex, but was every woman 
without diſtinctien, ho had juſtly forfeited her 
reputation, from that moment was ſhe ſure to 
forfeit likewiſe all elaim to civility: and reſpect 
Or, in a word, —-could it be eftabliſhed as a 
law in our ceremonial „- that where- ever charac- 
ters in either ſex were become notorious, it 
ſhould be deemed infamous, either to pay or re 
ceive a viſit from them, aud that the door ſnould 
be ſhut againſt them in all public places, till they. 
had ſatisfied the world, by giving teſtimony of a 
better life A few ſoch, plain and honeſt maxims, 


faithfully put in practice, - would force us upon 


ſome degree of reformation. Till this is done, 
it avails little that we have no mercy upon them 
with our tongues, ſince they eſcape without feel- 
ing any other inconvenience. 

We all cry out that the world is corrupt, - 
and I fear too juſtly but we never reflect, what 
we have to thank for it, and that it is our open 
countenance of vice,, which gives the lye to our 
private cenſurers of it, which is its chief. protec- 
tion and encouragement. To thoſe, however, 
who ſtil] believe, that evil-ſpeaking is ſome ter- 
ror to evil doers, one may anſwer, as a great 
man has done upon the occaſion, —that after all 
our exhortations againſt it, *tis not to be feared, 
but that there will be evil-ſpeaking enough left in 
the world to chaſtiſe the guilty, and we may 
ſafely truſt them to an ill-natured world, that 
there will be no failure of juſtice upon this ſcore. 

| The 
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The. paſſions of men are pretty ſevere execu- 
tioners, and to them let us leave this ungrateful 
taſk,---and rather ourſelyes endeavour to cultivate 
that more friendly one, recommended by the 
apoſtle, of letting all bitterneſs, and wrath, 
and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, be put away from | 
us, of being kind to one another, tender 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as Gop for 
Curtsr” s ſake forgave us. Amen. 
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was dead, they ſaid, Foſeph will peraduenture 
hate us, and will certainly e us Kin 1 ca 
On we did unto 1. 1 74 


HERE are few inſtances of the exerciſe 
of particular virtues which ſeem harder to- 
attain to, or which appear more amiable and en- 
gaging in themſelves,” than thoſe of moderation: 
and the forgiveneſs of injuries; and when the 
temptatians againſt them: happen to be heighten- 
ed by the bitterneſs of a provocation on one hand, 
and the fairneſs of. an opportunity to retalitate on 
the other, the inſtances then are truly great and 
heroic. 'Fhe words of the text, (which are ihe 
conſultation of the ſons of Jacob amongſt them-- 
ſelves upon their, father Iſrael's death, when, be- 
cauſe it was in Joſeph's power torevenge the deadly 
injury 1. bad 1 Gong: ls 0 175 con 
_ Tiled: 
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| eluded in courſe, that it was in his intention,) will 
lead us to a beautiful example of this kind in the 
character and eie "ie f Joſeph conſequent 
thereupon ; and as it ſeems a perfect and very 
engaging pattern of feebearance, it may not be 
improper to make it ſerve for the ground-work of 
a diſcourſe upon that ſubject. The whole tranſ- 
action, from the firſt occaſion given by Joſeph in 
his youth, to this laſt act of remiſſion, at the 
concluſion of his life, may be ſaid to be a maſter- 
piece of hiſtory. There is not only in the man- 
ner throughout ſuch a happy though uncommon 
mixture of ſimplicity and grandeur, which is a 
double character ſo hard to be united, that it is 
ſeldom to be met with in compoſitions merely 
human; ; but it is likewiſe related with the great- 
eſt variety of tender and affecting cireumſtances, 
which would afford matter for reflect ions uſeful 
for the conduct of almoſt every part and ſtage of 
a man's life. But as the words of the text, as 
well as the intention and compaſs of this diſcourſe, 
particularly confine me to ſpeak only to one point, 
namely, the forgiveneſs of injuries, it will be pro- 
per only to conſider, ſuch circumſtances of the 
ſtory as will place this inſtance of it in its juſt | 
light ; and'then proceed. to make a more general 
uſe of the great example of moderation, and for- 

bearance which it ſets before us. 
It ſeems ſtrange, at firſt fight, that ns the 
ſons of Jacob had fallen into Joſeph's power, 
when they were forced by the ſoreneſs of the 
famine to go down into. Egypt to buy corn, and 
had found him too good a man even to expoſtu- 
late with them for an injury, which he ſeemed 
then to have digeſted, and pioufly to have re- 
ſolved into the over-ruling providence of God, 
for 
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for the preſervation of much people, how they 
could ever after queſtion the uprightneſs of his 


intentions, or entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion that his : 
reconciliation. was diſſembled. Would not one 


have imagined, that the man who had diſcovered - 
ſuch a goodneſs of ſoul, that he ſought. where to 
weep, becauſe he could not bear the ſtruggles of 
a counterfeited harſhneſs, could ever be ſuſpected 
afterwards of intending a real one: and that 
he only waited till their father Iſrael's death to re- 
quite them all the evil which they had done unto 
him. What ſtill adds to this difficulty is, that his 
affectionate manner in making himſelf known to 
them ;---his goodneſs in forbearing, not only to 
reproach them for the injury they had formerly 
done him, but extenuating and excuſing the fault 


to themſelves, his comforting and ſpeaking kindly. ' 


to them, and ſeconding all with the tendereſt 
marks of an undiſguiſed forgiveneſs, and falling 
upon their necks, and weeping aloud, that all the 
| houſe of Pharaoh heard him;: that, moreover, 
this behaviour of Joſeph could. not appear to them. 
to be the effect of any warm and ſudden tranſport, 
which might as ſuddenly give way to other re- 
flections, but that it evidently ſprung from a ſet- 
tled principle of uncommon generoſity in his na- 
ture, which was above the temptation. of making 
uſe of an opportunity for revenge, which the 
courſe of God's providence had put into his 
hands for better purpoſes; and what might ſtill 
ſeem to confirm this, was the evidence of his ac- 
tions to them after wards, in bringing them and 
all their houſhold up out of Canaan, and placing 
them near him in the land of Goſhen, the richeſt. 
part of Egypt, where they had ſo many years 
e of his love and kindneſs. Ae "yet it 

18 
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cCauſe, and fear where no fear was. 
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is plain all this did not clear his motive from ſaf- 


picion, or at leaſt themſelves of ſome apprehen- * 


frons of a change in his conduct towards them. 


And was it not that the whole ranſaction was 


wrote under the direction of the Spirit of truth, 
and that other hiſtorians concur in doing juſtice to 


Joſeph's character, and ſpeak of him as a com- 


paſſionate and merciful man, one would be apt, 
you will ſay, to imagine here, that Moſes might 
poſſibly have omitted ſome circumſtances of Jo- * 
feph's behaviour, which had alarmed his bre- 
thren, betwixt the time of his firſt reconciliation 
and that of their father's death. For they could 
not be ſuſpicious of his intentions without ſome 
But does 
not a gnilty conſcience often do ſo? and though 
it has the grounds, yet wants Wu an to nk 
itſelf ſafe. 

And could we lock into the hearts of thoſe 


who know they deſerve ill, we ſhonld find many 
an inſtance, where a kindwefs from an injured: 


hand, where there was leaſt reaſon to expect one, 
has ſtruck deeper, and touched the heart with a. 
degree of remorſe and concern, which perhaps 
no ſeverity or reſentment could have reached.. 
This reffection will in ſome meaſure help to ex- 
plain this difficulty which occurs in the ſtory. 
For it is obſervable, that when the injury they had 
done their brother was firſt committed, and the 
fact was freſh upon their minds and moſt likely 
to have filled them with a ſenſe of guilt, we find 


no acknowledgment or complaint to one another 
of ſuch a load, as one miglit imagine it had laid 


upon them; and from that event, through a long 
courſe of years to the time they had gone down» 
to Egypt, we read not once of any ſorrow or 

compunClion. 


aur K 0 1 as. 


compunction of heart which they had felt _ 8 
all that time, for what they had done. They had 

_ artfully impoſed upon their parent—(and' as men 
are ingenious caſuiſts in their own affairs,) they 
had, probably, as artfully impoſed upon their 
own conſeiences; Land poſſibly had never impar- 


tially reflected upon the action, or conſidered it in 


its juſt light, till the many acts of their brother's 
love and kindneſs had bro it before them, 
with all the circumftances f aggravation which 
His behaviour would naturally give it. They 
then began maturely to conſider what they had 
ne; — that they had firft undeſervedly hated 
kim in his childhood for that, which, if it was a. 
— of complaint, ought rather to have been 
charged upon the indifcretton of the parent, than 
conſidered as a fault in him. That upon a more 


juſt examinatiom, and a better knowledge of their 


brother, they had wanted even that pretence — 
It was not à blind partiality which ſeemed firſt to 
have directed their father's affection to him. 
though then they thought ſo, — for doubtleſs fo 
much goodnefs and benevolence as ſhone forth in 
his nature, now that he was a man, could not lie 
alt of it fo deep concealed in his youth, but the 
ſagacity of a paxent's eye would diſeover it; and 
that in courſe "their enmity towards him was. 
founded upon that which ought to have won their 
eſteem.—That if he had incautiouſſy added envy 
to their ill-wilf, in reporting his dreams which. 
preſaged his futtre greatneſs; it was but the in- 


diſcretion of a youth unpractiſed in the world, 

who had not yet found out the art of diffendling 
his hopes and expectations, and was ſcarce arrived 
at an age to comprehend there was fuch a thing in 
| 0 world as mY and ambition that if fuch of- 
fences. 


— 
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fences in a brother ſo fairly carried their own ex- 
cuſes with them, what could they ſay for them- 
ſelves, when they«conſidered. it was for this they 
had. almoſt” unanimouſly conſpired, to rob him of 
his. life? and though they were lappily reſtrain : 
ed from ſhedding his blood upon Reuben's re . 
monſtrance, that they had nevertheleſs all the 
guilt of the intention to anſwer for. That, what- 
ever motive it was, which then ſtayed their hands, | 
their conſciences told them, it could not be a 
good one, ſince they had changed the ſentence for 
one no leſs cruel; in. itſelf, and what io an inge- 
nuous nature was. worſe than death, to be ſold for 
a ſlave.— The one was common to all, — the other 
only to the unfortunate. That it was not com- 
paſſion which then took place, for had there been 
any way open to that, his tears and entreaties 
muſt have found it, when they ſaw the anguiſh of 
his ſoul, when he beſought. and they would not 
| hear.--- That if aught ſtill could heighten the re- 
morſe of baniſhing a youth, without provocation; 
for ever from his country, and the protection of 
his parent, to, be expoſed naked to the buffetings 
of the world, and: the rough hand, of ſome mer-- 
cileſs maſter, they would find it in this reflection, 
« That the many afflictions and hardſhips which. 
they might naturally have expected would over- 
take the lad, conſequent upon this action, had: 
actually fallen upon him.“ 
That, beſides the anguiſh of ſaſpected virtue, 
be had felt that of a priſon, where he had long 
lain neglected in a friendleſs condition; and where 
the affliction of it was rendered till ſharper. by 
the daily expeQation of being remembered by 
Pharaoh's chief butler, and the diſappointment 
of finding himſelf ungratefully forgotten, —And 
1 + * 


8 E R M O N. XII. tg 


though Moſes tells us, that he found favour in the 
fight of the keeper of the priſon, yet the Pſalmiſt: 
acquaints us, that. his ſufferings were ſtill grievous ;: 
=--That his feet were hurt with fetters, and the iron 
entered even into his. ſoul. And no doubt, his bre-- 
thren thought the ſenſe of their injury muſt_ have 


entered at the ſame time, and was then rivetted: 


and fixed in his mind for ever. 


It is natural to imagine they argued: and reflefted: 


in this manner; and there ſeems no neceſſity of 


ſeeking for the reaſon of their uneaſineſs and diſ- 


truſt in Joſeph's conduct, or any other external 
cauſe, ſince the inward workings of their own 
minds will eaſily account. for the evit they appre- 
hended. 


ened the idea of their own guilt, till at length 
they could not conceive, how the treſpaſs could 


be forgiven them ;—it appeared Ro freſh f ; 


circumſtances of: aggravation, that though they 
were convinced his reſentment ſlept, yet they. 


thought it only ſlept, and was "Ro ſome time _ 
then, that 
their father was dead, when the RS md of 


or other to awake, and moſt probab 


involving. him in his revenge had ceaſed, and all 
the duty and compaſſion he owed to the grey 
hairs and happineſs of a. paint; Was Gichargeds 
and buried with him. 

This they expreſs in the. "conſultating. held 
amongſt themſelves in the words of the text; 
and in the following verſe, we find them accord- 
ingly ſending to him to deprecate the evil they 
dreaded; and either, becauſe they thought their 
father's name more powertul. than their own, in 


this application —or rather, that they might not 


commit a freſh injury in mmi to ſuſpeQ. his. 


ſincerity, | 
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A ſeries. of benefits and kindneſſes 
from the man they had injured, gradually height- 
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ſincerity, they pretend their father's direction; 
for we read they ſent meſſengers unto Joſeph 
ſaying, Thy father did command before he died, 
g ee ſhall. ye ſay unto. Joſeph, ——<# For- 
give, I pray thee now, the treſpaſs of thy bre- 
thren, and their ſin, for they did unto thee evil 
and now we pray thee, forgive the treſpaſs of the 
ſervants of the Gop of thy father.” The ad- 
dreſs was not without art, and was conceived in 
ſuch words as ſeemed to ſuggeſt an argument in 
their favour,---as if it would not become Him, 
who was but a fellow-ſervant of their father's: 
Go, to harbour revenge, or uſe the power 
their father's Gop had given him againſt his 
children. Nor was there a reaſon in any thing, 
but the fears of a guilty conſcience to apprehend 
it, as appears from the reception which the ad- 
dreſs met, which was ſuch as beſpoke an uncom- 
mon goodneſs of nature; for when they thus 
fpake unto him,. the hiſtorian ſays, he wept. 
Sympathy for the ſorrow and diſtreſs of fo many 
ſons of his father, now all in his power,---pain at 
ſo open and ingenuous a confeſſion of their guilt, 
concern and pity for the Jong puniſhment they 
muſt have endured by ſo ſtubborn a remorſe which 
ſo many years ſeemed not to have diminiſhed,--- 
the affecting idea of their condition, which had 
ſeemed to reduce them to the neceſſity of 
holding vp their hands for mercy, when they 
had loſt their protector ſo many tender paſ- 
fions ſtruggling together at once overcame him; 
---- he burſt into tears, which ſpoke what no 
language could attempt. Tt will be needleſs 
therefore to enlarge any further upon this in- 
. cident, which furniſhes us with ſo beautiful a 
PRs of a compaſſionate and forgiving tem- 


per, 
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per, that I think no words: cu heighten 1 %% 
but rather let us endeavour to find out by what | 


helps and reaſoning the patriarch might be 
fuppoſed do attain» to fo - exalted and engaging 
SIT Perhaps you will ſay, "That one 
ſo thoroughly convinced, as Joſeph ſeemed to 
be, of the over-ruling providence of Gov, 


which ſo evidently makes uſe of the malice - 


and paſſions of men, and turns them as inſtru- 
ments in his hands to work his ewn righte- 
onſneſs, and bring about his eternal 'decrees,--- 
and of which his . own” hiſtory was ſo plain an 
inſtancey/ could not have far to ſeek for an 
argument to forgiveneſs, or feel much ſtruggle 
in ſtiffing an inclination t it. — But let 
any man lay his hand his heart and ſay, 
how often, in inſtances where anger and revenge 


bad ſeized him, has this doctrine come in to 
In the bitterneſs of an affront, how 


his ad 
often has it calmed his Paſſions, and checked 
the fury of his reſentment True and uni- 
verſally believed as the doctrine is amongſt us, it 
ſeldom does this ſervice, though ſo well ſuited 


for it, and, like ſome wiſe ſtatute, never executed 


or thought of, though in full force, lies as un- 
heeded as if it was not in being. 

Tis plain *twas otherwiſe in the pen in- 
ftance, where Joſeph feems to acknowledge the 
influence it had upon him, in his declaration, 
---< That it was not they, but Gop who ſent 


him.“. And does not this virtue ſhine the bright- 


eſt in nuch a pious ven ue of the: nne 
fo ſo benevolent a purpoſe? * 
Without derogating from theth merit of his fot- 


deantined; he might be ſuppoſed to have caſt an 


eye upon. the change and uncertainty of hu- 


man 
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man affairs which he had ſeen 'himfelf; and 
which had convinced him we were all in one 
_ another's. power by turns, and ſtand in need of 
one another's pity. and compaſſion: and that 
to reſtrain the. cruelties, and ſtop the inſolences 
of men's reſentments, Gop has ſo'ordered{it in 
the courſe of his providence, that very often in 
this world our revenges return upon our 
own heads, and men's violent dealing an theis 
_ own pates. n 
That beſides theſe „ 55 
generouſiy forgiving an enemy, he was the trueſt 
friend to his own character, and ſhould gain 
more to it by ſuch an inſtance of ſubduing his 
ſpirit, than if he had taken a city. -The brave 
know only how to forgive —it is the moſt re- 
fined and generous pitch of virtue, human na- 
ture can arrive at. * Cowards have done good 
and kind actions, -cowards have even fought 
nay ſometimes even conquered ; but a coward. 
never forgave. It is not in- his nature; - the 
power of doing it flows only from a ſtrength 
and greatneſs of ſoul, conſcious of its own force 
and ſecurity, and above the little temptations of 
reſenting every fruitleſs. attempt to interrupt its 
happineſs. Moreover, ſetting aſide; all conſide- 
rations of his character, in paſſing by an injury, 
he was the trueſt friend likewiſe to his own. hap- 
pineſs and peace of mind; he never felt that fret- 
ful ſtorm of paſſions which hurry. men on to acts 
of revenge, or ſuffered! thoſe pangs of. horror 
which purſue it. Thus he might. poſſibly ar- 
gue, and no further; — for want of a better 
foundation and better helps, he could raiſe the 
Nnding no higher; to carry it 3 to its 
perfection 


9 Grifian love. 


perfection wwe muſt call in to our aid that more 


ſpiritual and refined doctrine introduced upon it 
by CuRIS T; namely, to forgive a brother, not 


lf to Teven times, but to ſeventy times ſeven--- 


An this the excelleney of the Setgel! is ſaid! by | 


ſome one, to appear with a remarkable advan- 
tage; © That a Chriſtian is as much diſpoſed to 
love and ſerve you, when your enemy, as the 
mere moral man can be, when he is your friend.“ 


This, no doubt, is the tendency of his re- 
ligion ;---but how often, or in what degrees it 


ſucceeds; how nearly the practice keeps pace 


with the theory, the All-wiſe ſearcher into the 


hearts of men, alone is able to determine. But it is 
to be feared, that ſuch great effects are not ſo ſen- 
ſibly felt, as a ſpeculative man would expect from 


ſuch powerful motives; and there is many a, | 
Chriſtian ſociety, hich would be glad to com- 


pound amongſt-themſelves for ſome leſſer degrees 
of perfection on one hand, were they ſure to be 
exempted, on the other, from the bad effects of 
thoſe fretful paſſions which are ever taking, as 
well as ever giving the occaſions of ſtrife: the 


beginnings of which, Solomon aptly compares to 
the letting out 6f waters, the opening a breach 
which no one can be ſure to ſtop, till it has pro- 


ceeded to the moſt fatal events. 

With juſtice, therefore, might the ſon of Sy- 
rach conclude, concerning pride, that ſecret 
ſtream which adminiſters to the overflow ings of 


reſentments, that it was not made for man, nor 
furious anger for him that is born of a woman: 


that the one did not become his ſtation, and that 
the other was deſtructive to all the happineſs he 
was intended to receive from it. How miſerably, 


'then, 


" 2 
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then, muſt thoſe men turn: PALIN againſt them- 
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ſelves, as well as others, who: grow ſplenetic and 


revengeful, not only upon, the little unavoidable 
oppoſitions and offences they muſt; meet with in 


the commerce of the world, but upon thoſe which 
only reach them by report; and accordingly tor- 
ment their little ſouls with meditating how. to re- 
turn the injury, before they are certain they have 
received one? Whether this eager ſenſibility of 


wrongs and reſentment ariſes. from that general 
cauſe to which the: fon; of Syrach ſeems to reduce 


all fierce anger and paſſion; or whether to a cer- 
tain ſourneſs of temper, which ſtands in every 


body's way, and therefore ſubject to be often hurt; 
from which ever cauſe the diforder ſprings, the 


a 10 of the author of the book of Eccleſiaſticus 
is proper: © Admoniſh a friendj ſays he, it 
oy be he hath not done it; and, if he have, that 


he do it not again. Admoniſh thy friend, it may 


be he hath not ſaid it; and if he have, that he 
ſpeak it not again. There is that Dippeth in his 
fpeech, but not from his heart: and who is he, who 


hath not offended with his tongue?” 


I cannot help taking notice here of a certain 
ſpecies of forgiveneſs which is ſeldom enforced or 
thought of, and yet is no way below our regard. 
T mean the forgiveneſs of thoſe, if we may be 
allowed the expreſſion, whom we have injured 
ourſelves. One would think that the difficulty 
-of forgiving could only reſt on the ſide of him 


who has received the wrong; but the truth of the 


fact is often otherwiſe, The conſciouſneſs of 


Having provoked. another's reſentment, often ex- 
cites the aggreſſor to keep before-hand with the 


man he has hurt, and not only to hate him for 


the evil he expects in . but even to purſue 


him 


hey 
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him down, and put it out of his power to make 
repriſals. 


The baſeneſs of this is fark. that it 1s ſufficient 


A0 make the ſame obſervation which was made 


-upon the crime of parricide amongſt the Gre- 
.cians :---it was ſo black,---their legiſlators did 
not ſuppoſe it could be committed, and therefore 
made no law to puniſh it. | 
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then, muſt thoſe men turn; tyrants. A. them 


ſelves, as well as others, who grow ſplenetic and 
revengeful, not only upon the little unavoidable 


oppoſitions and offences they muſt meet with in 


the commerce of the world, but upon thoſe which 


only reach them by report; and accordingly tor- 


ment their little ſouls with meditating how to re- 
turn the injury, before they are certain they have 
received one? Whether this eager ſenſibility of 


wrongs and reſentment ariſes from that general 


cauſe to which the fon of Syrach ſeems to reduce 
all fierce anger and paſſion; or whether to a cer- 
tain ſourneſs of temper, which ſtands in every 


body's way, and therefore ſubject to be often hurt; 


from which ever cauſe the diforder ſprings, the 
advice of the author of the book of Eccleſiaſticus 
is proper: © Admoniſh a friend; ſays he, it 
may be he hath not done it; and,if he have, that 
he do it not again. Admoniſh thy-friend, it may 


be he hath not ſaid it; and if he have, that he 


ſpeak it not again. "There is that fippeth in his 


fpeech, but not from his heart: and who is he, who 


hath not offended with his tens? :: 

I cannot help taking notice here of a certain 
ſpecies of forgiveneſs which is ſeldom enforced or 
thought of, and yet is no way below our regard. 
T mean the forgiveneſs of thoſe, if we may be 
allowed the expreſſion, whom we have injured 
-ourſelves. One would think that. the difficulty 
of forgiving could only reſt on the ſide of him 
who has receiyed the wrong; but the truth of the 
fact is often otherwiſe, The conſciouſneſs of 
Having provoked another's reſentment, often ex- 
_ cites the aggreſſor to keep before-hand with the 
man he has hurt, and not only to hate him for 
the evil he expects in * but even to purſue 
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him down, and put it out of his power to make 
repriſals. 

The baſeneſs of this is ſuch, that it is ſufficient 
to make the ſame obſervation which was made 
upon the crime of parricide amongſt the Gre- 
clans :---it was ſo black, their legiſlators did 
not ſuppoſe it could be committed, and therefore 
made no law to puniſh it. 
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2 KINGS Iv. 13. 


Aud be ſaid unto him, Say now unto her; Behold, 


thou haft . been careful for us with all this care ; 


- tohat is to be done for thee F—woubd/t tht 
be ſpoken for to the king, or the captain of the 
bet? And ſhe I" I dwell _— mine on 


ron 1 peopl Ce 


HE firſt part of the text is the words 


which the prophet Eliſha puts into the 


mouth of his ſervant Gehazi, as a meſſage of 
thanks to the woman of Shunem for her great 
kindneſs and hoſpitality, of which, after. the ac- 


knowledgment of his juſt ſenſe, which Gehaxi is 


bid to deliver in the words. Behold, thou 
haſt been careful for us with all this care 


he direCQts him to inquire in what manner he 
may beſt make a return in diſcharge of the ob- 
ligation ; 6 What ſhall be done for thee ? 
Wouldeſt thou be ſpoken for to the king, or the 


captain of the hoſt?“ The laſt part of the text _ 


is the Shunamite's anſwer, which implies a re- 
I 2 Gs fuſal ; 


\ 
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fuſal of the honour or advantage which the 
prophet intended to bring upon her by ſuch 
an application, which ſhe indirectly expreſſes in 
her contentment and ſatisfaction, with what ſhe 
enjoyed in her preſent ſtation; „I dwell amongſt 
mine own people.” This kutane "of ede 
nial in the Shunamite, is but properly the intro- 
duction to her ſtory, and gives riſe to that long 
and very pathetic tranſaction which follows in 
the ſupernatural grant of a child, which Gop 
had many years denied her; the affecting loſs 
of him as ſoon as he was grown up— and his 
reſtoration to life by Eliſha, after he had been 
ſome time dead ; the whole of which, though 
extremely intereſting, and from ſuch-meidents as 
would afford ſufficient matter for inſtruction, yet 
as it will not fall within the intention of this diſ- 
courſe, I ſhall beg leave, at this time, barely to 
-conſider theſe previous circumſtances of it, to 
which the text confines me, upon which I ſhalt 
enlarge with ſuch reflections as occur, and then 
proceed to that practical uſe and exhortation, 
which will naturally fall from it. 

We find that after Fliſha had reſcued the dif- 
treſſed widow and her two ſons from the hands of 
the creditor, by the.miraculous multiplication of 
her oil; that he paſſed on to Shunem, where 
we ods was a great woman, and ſhe conſtrain- 
ed him to eat bread ; and ſo it was, that as often 
as he paſſed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. 
The ſacred hiſtorian ſpeaks barely of her tempo- 
ral condition and ſtation in life. That ſhe 
was a great woman;“ but deſcribes not the more 
material part of her, her virtues and character, 
becauſe they were more evidently to be diſcover- 
* from the tranſaction itſelf, from which it ap- 

| . pears, 
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peats, that ſhe was not only wealthy, but likewiſe | 

_ .charitable, and of a very conſiderate turn of 
mind. For after many repeated invitations and 
entertainments at her houſe, finding his occa- 
ſions called him to a frequent paſſage that way 3 
 ——ſhe moves her huſband to ſet up and furniſh a 
lodging for him, with all the conveniencies which 
the ſunplicity of thoſe times required : * And 
The ſaid unto her huſband, Behold now I perceive 
that this is an holy man of Gop, which paſſeck 
by us continually; let us make him a little cham- 
ber, I pray thee, on the wall, and let us ſet for 
him there a bed, and a table and a ſtool, and a 
candleſtick; and it ſhall be when he cometh to us, 
chat he ſhall turn in thither. She perceived 
he was a holy man, ſhe had many opportu- 
nities, as he paſſed by them continually, of ob! 
ſerving his behaviour and deportment, which ſne 
had carefully remarked, and faw plainly what he 
was. That the ſanctity and - {ſimplicity of his 
manners. the ſeverity of his life. his zeal. ' 
for the religion of his Gop, and the uncommon. 
fervency of his devotion, when he worſhipped' be- 
fore him, which ſeemed his whole buſineſs and 
employment upon earth; all beſpoke him not 
a a man of this world, but one whoſe heart and 'af- 
fections were fixed upon another object, wich 
was dearer and more important to him. But as 
ſuch outward appearances may, · and often have 
been counterfeited, ſo that the actions of a man 
are certainly the only interpreters to be relied on, 
whether ſuch colours are true or falſe; . ſo the- 
had heard that ail was of a piece there, and that 


he was throughout conſiſtent : that he had never, 


in any one inſtance of his life, acted as if he had 
any views in the affairs of this world, in which 
; I. 3. | he 
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he had never intereſted himſelf at all, but bin 
the glory of his Gop, or the good and preſerva- 
tion of his fellow creatures at a inclined him : 


that in a late inſtance, before he came to 
Shunem, he had done one of the kindeſt and 
moſt charitable actions that a good. man could 
have done, in aſſiſting the widow and fatherleſs; 
Sand as the fact was ſingular, and had juſt | 
happened before her knowledge of him, no doubt 
ſhe had heard the ſtory with all the tender circum- 
ſtances which a true report would give it in his 
favour ; namely, that a certain woman, whoſe 
huſband was lately dead, and had left her with 
her children im a very helpleſs condition very 

deſtitute and what was ſtill worſe, charged with 
a debt ſhe was not able to pay, that her cre- 
ditor bore exceeding: hard upon her, and finding 
her little worth in ſubſtance, was coming to take 
tle advantage which the law allowed of ſeizing 
her two ſons for his bondſmen ;—ſo that ſhe had 
not only loſt her huſband, which had made her 
miſerable enough already, but was going to be be- 

reaved of her children, which were the only 
comfort and ſupport of her life; that upon her 
coming to Eliſha with this ſad ſtory, he was 
- touched with compaſſion for her misfortunes, and 
had uſed all the power and intereſt which he had 


with his God to relieve and befriend her, which 


in an unheard of manner, by the miraculous in- 
creaſe 'of her oil, which was the only ſubſtance 
ſhe had left, he had ſo bountifully effected, as not 
only to diſintangle her from her difficulties in pay- 
ing the debt, but withal, what was ſtill more ge- 
nerous, to enable her to live comfortably the re- 
mainder of her days. She conſidered, that cha- 
: rity and compaſſion was ſo leading a ” 
an 


it 
38 
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and had: duch „„ PP... * 


of a man's character, as to be a ſufficient proof, 
by itſelf, of the inward diſpoſition and goodneſs 
off the heart; but that ſo engaging an nſtance of 
it as this, exerciſed -in ſo: kind and ſeaſonable a 
manner, was a demonſtration of his. and that 
he was, in truth what outward circumſtances be- 
| ſpokes ſa! holy man of Gop. As the Shuna- 
mite's principle and motive for her hoſpitality to 
Eliſha Was juſt, às if ſprung from an idea of the 
worth and merit of her gueſt, fo likewiſe was the 
manner of doing it kind and conſiderate. It is 
obſervable, ſhe does not ſolicit her huſband to 
aſſign him an apartment in her own houſe, but to 
build him a chamber in the wall apart 
eonſidered, that true piety wanted noi Witneſſes, 
and was always moſt at eaſe when moſt private . / 
that the tumult and diſtraction of a large fa- 
mily were not fit for the ſilent meditations of ſo 
holy a man, who would perpetually there meet 
with ſomething either to interrupt his devotion, 
or offend the purity of his manners that, more- 
over, under ſuch an independent roof; there he 
could take ſhelter as often as his occaſiqhs:requir-. 
ed, ſhe thought he might taſte the pleaſure which 
was natural to man; in poſſeſſing ſomething like 
what he could call his own, Land, what is no 
ſmall part of conferring a favour, he would ſcarce 
feel the weight of it, or at leaſt much ſeldomer 
in this manner, than where a daily invitation and 
repetition of: the kindneſs perpetually; put him in 
mind of his obligation. If any thing could ſtill 
add to this it was that it did not appear to be 
the dry offer of a faint civility, but that it came 
directly from the heart. There is a nicety in 


boneſt minds, which will not accept of a cold and 
12244 . ; ſuſpected 
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bapeged offer,-—and even when it appears to be 

ere and truly meant, there is x modeſty in 
true merit which knows not how to accept it; and 
no doubt ſhe had one, if not. both theſe AifMeul= 
ties to conquer in their turns. For we read, that 
the conſtrained him, and in all likelihood” forced 
his acceptance of it with all the warmth and 
friendly be regu of a humane 55 Treg, e 


It is with benefits as with Wulle in this te- 


ſpect, that we do not ſo much weigh the acei- 


dental good or evil they do us, as that which they 
were deſigned to do us.— That is, we conſider no 


part of them ſo much as their intention; and the 


prophet's behaviour conſequent upon this, ſhews 
he beheld it through this medium, or in ſome ſuch 
advantageous light as I have placed it. 
There is no burden ſotheavy to a grateful wind; 
as a debt of kindneſs unpaid ;——and we may 


believe Eliſha felt it ſs, from the earneſt deſire 


which he had, upon the immediate receipt 

this, to diſcharge himſelf of it, which he ex- 
preſſes in the text in the warmeſt manner 
© Behold, thou haſt been careful for us with all 
this care :—what ſhall be done for thee? Would- 
eſt thou be ſpoken for to the king, or the captain 


of his hoſt?” — There is a degree of honeſt im- 


patience in the words, ſuch as was natural to a 
omg man, who would not be behind-hand with 

is benefaQor.—But there is one thing which 
may ſeem ſtrange at firſt chr, that as her ſtation 
and condition in life were ſuch, that ſhe a ppeared 
rather to have abounded already than ſtood in 
want of any thing in this world, which ſuch an 
application could ſupply, Why the prophet ſhould 


not rather have ds ſome CUE advantage, 


w hich, 


/ 
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which, as it would better have become the ſanc-⸗ 


tity of his character on the one hand, ſo, on the 
other, it would have done a more real and laſting 
ſerviee to his friend. 


But we are to reflect, that in returning „ 


vours, we act differently from what we do in 
conferring them : -in the one caſe, we fin 

_ conſider what is beſt;—in the other, What f 18 moſt. 
acceptable. The reaſon is, that we have a T1 

to act according to our own ideas of what will 


do the party moſt good, in the caſe where we be⸗ 


ſtow a favour ; but where we return one, we loſe 
this right, and 20 according to his conceptions Who 
has obliged us, and endeavour to repay in ſuch 
manner as we think is moſt likely to be accepted 
in diſcharge: of the obligation. So that, though, 
we are not to imagine Eliſha could be wanting in 
religious duties; as well as wiſhes to ſo hoſpitable 


a, friend, we may yet ſuppoſe, he was directed 


here by this principle of equity, and that, in 
teflecting in what manner he ſhould requite his 
benefaQreſs, he had conſidered, - that to one of: 
her affluent condition, who had: all the reaſonable 
eomforts of an independent life, af there was 
any paſſion yet unſatisfied, it muſt certainly be 


ambition: that though in general it was an irre- 
gular appetite, which in moſt caſes *twas dange- 


tous to gratify, yet in effect, twas only ſo far 
eriminal, as the power which is acquired was 
perverted to bad and vicious purpoſes, which it - 
was not likely to be here, from the ſpecimen the - 


had. already given of her diſpoſition, which ſhew- -- 


ed, that if ſhe did wiſh for an increaſe of wealth 
and honour, ſhe wiſhed it only as it would Efable - 
her more generouſly to extend her arm in kind 

| ö _offiech 
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offices, and increaſe the power as well as the op- 
portunities of doing good. 5 i 

In juſtice to Eliſha's motive, ) hich muſt "OA 
been good, we muſt ſuppoſe, he conſidered. his 
offer in this light; and what principally led him to 
propoſe it, was the great intereſt - which he had 
with the king of Iſrael at that time, which he 
had merited by a ſignal ſervice ; and as he had no 
views for himſelf, he thought 5 could not be em- 
ployed ſo well as in eſtabliſhing the fortune of one, 
whoſe virtue might be ſo ſafely ' truſted with it. 
It was a juſtifiable prepoſſeſſion in her favour, 
though one not always to be relied on; for there 
is many a one who in a moderate ſtation, and 
with a leſſer degree of power, has behaved with 
honour and unblemiſhed reputation, and who has 
even borne the buffetings of adverſe fortune well, 
and manifeſted great preſence and ſtrength of 
mind under it, whom nevertheleſs a high exalta- 
tion has at once overcome, and ſo entirely changed, 
as if the party had left not only his Linen, but even 
himſelf behind him. - > | 
Whether the Shunamite dreaded. to make this 
dangerous experiment of herſelf. or, which is 
more likely, that ſhe had learned to ſet bounds to 
her defires, and was too well fatisfied with her 
preſent condition to be tempted out of it, the 
' declines the offer in. the cloſe of the text; I 
dwell among mine own. people; 3 a8, if ſhe 4 
ſaid, The intended kindneſs is far from being 
mall, but it is not uſeful to me; Ilive here, as 
thou art a witneſs, in peace, in a contented ob- 
ſcurity ; not ſo high as to provoke envy; nor 
' fo low as to be trodden down and deſpiſed. In 
this ſafe and middle ſtate, as I have lived amongſt 
wm own. 1 ſo let me lie out of the * 
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both ob 3 ares 8 glories of the world. 


V' Tis fit, O holy man of Gop l that I learn ſome 


time or other to ſet bounds to my deſires; and if. 
cannot fix them now, when I have already more. 
than my. wants require, when ſhall J hope to do- 
it Or how. ſhould I expec& that even this in- 
creaſe of honour or fortune would fully ſatisfy and. 
1 age, — ambition, ſhould now give way to it? 
| ngaging an inſtance of unaffected modera- 
tion = ſelk-denial, deſerves well to be conſider- 
ed by. the. buſtlers i in this world 3——becauſe, if. 
we are to truſt the face and courſe of things, we: 
ſcarce ſee. any virtue ſo hard to be put in practice, 
and which the generality of mankind ſeem ſo 
unwilling to learn, as this of knowing when they 
have enough, and when it is time to give over, 
their worldly purſuits. Aye l but nothing 1 is / 
more eaſy, you will anſwer, than to fix this point, 
and ſet. certain. bounds to it.— For my own. 
part, you will ſay, L declare, I, want and would 
wiſh no more; but a ſufficient competency., of 
thoſe things which are requiſite to the real uſes 
and occaſions of life, ſuitable to the way have 
been taught to expect from uſe and education. 
But recollect how 3 it ever happens, when 
theſe points are ſecured, but that new: occaſions, 
and ne neceſſities preſent themſelves, and every 
day as you grow richer, freſt-wants are diſcover- 
ed, which, riſe;up, before you; as you aſcend the 
hill; ſo that every ſtep vou take - every acceſ- 
ſion to your fortune, ſets your deſires one degree 
further from reſt and ſatisfaction: that ſome- 
thing ng you have not yet graſped, and poſlibly never, 
II; that devil of a phantom unpoſſeſſed and, 
unpoſſeſfable, i is perpetually haunting you, and. 
Repping.in u Fu. and your contentment; 
e | 


* 
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Wer creature! to think of enjoying that 
bleſſing without moderation or imagine that 
ſo facred a temple can be raiſed uhps the founda- 
tion of wealth or power II ground - work 
is not laid within your own mind, they will as 
ſoon add a cubit to your ſtature, as to your happi- 
neſs... To be convinced it is ſo, pray look up to 
thoſe who have got as high as their warmeſt wiſhes 
could carry them in this aſcent, do you obſerve 
they live the better, the longer, the merrter, or 
that they ſleep the ſounder in their beds, for hav- 
ing twice as much as they wanted, or well know | 
how to diſpoſe. of Of all rules for calculating: 
happineſs, this is the moſt deceitful, and which 
few but weak minds, and thoſe unpractiſed in 
the world too, ever think of applying as the 
meaſure in ſuch an eſtimation. Great and in- 
expreſſible may be the happineſs, which a mo- 
derate fortune and moderate defires, with a con- 
ſciouſneſs of virtue, will ſecure. Many are the 
ſilent pleaſures of the honeſt peaſant, who riſes 
chearful to his labour; hy ſhould they not? 
Look into his houſe, the ſeat of each man's hap- 
pineſs; has he not the ſame domeſtic endearments, 
the ſame joy and comfort in his children, and as 
flattering hopes of their doing well, to enliven 
his hours and glad his heart, as you could con- 
ceive in the higheſt ſtation ?—And I make no 
doubt, in general, but if the true ſtate of his j 

and ſufferings could be fairly balanced with wr 
of his betters, whether any thing would appeat 
at the foot of the account, but what would re- 
commend the moral of this diſcbourſe.— This, I 
own, is not to be attained to, by the cynical ſtate 
trick of haranguing againſt the goods * fortune, 
—_— were never intended to be talked _ 
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the world But as virtue and true wiſdom lie in 
the middle of extremes, -on one hand, not to 
neglect and deſpiſe riches, ſo as to forget our- 
ſelves, and on the other, not to purſue and love 
them ſo as to forget Gop ; to have them 
ſometimes in our heads, but always ſomething 
more important in our | 
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The ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's 
crib but 1ſrael e not eren Peoplt wo 
not confuler, | 
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bich may ſafely be applied to every heedleſs 
and unthankful people who are neither won by 
Gop's mercies, nor terrified by his puniſhments. 
There is a giddy, thoughtleſs, intemperate ſpirit 
gone forth into the world, which poſſeſſes the 
generality of mankind; rhe the reaſon the 
world is undone, is, becatte the world does not 
conſider, — conſiders neither awful regard to Gon , 
nor the true relation themſelves bear to bim. 
Could they conſider this, and learn to weigh the 
cauſes, and compare the conſequences of things, 
and to exerciſe the reaſon which Cop has put 
into us for the government and dire&ion of our 
lives,—there would be ſome hopes of a reforma- 
tion :—but as the world goes, there is no leiſure 
for ſuch inquiries, and ſo full are our minds of 
other matters, that we have no time to aſk, or a 

0 . A heart 


the prophet's, laid againſt the Iſraelites, | 


. 


W 
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heart to anſwer the queſtions we e to put to 


ourſelves. 
Whatever our condition i is, 'tis good to be ac- 


quainted with it in time, to be able to ſupply a 
what is wanting, —and examine the ſtate of our 


accounts, before we come to give them up to an 
impartial judge. 

The moſt inconſiderate fee the e 
of this, 


thoughtleſs, or even ſo bad, but that they ſome- 


times enter upon this duty, and have ſome ſhort 


intervals of ſelf- examination, which they are for- 
ced upon, if from no other motive, yet at leaſt 


to free themſelves from the load and oppreſſion 
of ſpirits they muſt neceſſarily be ſubject to with- 


out it. But as the ſcripture frequently intimates, 
— and obſer vation confirms it daily, — that there 


are many miſtakes attending the diſcharge of this 
duty. — I cannot make the remainder. of this diſ- 
courſe more uſeful, than by a ſhort inquiry into 
them. TI ſhall therefore, firſt, beg leave to re- 
mind you of ſome of the many unhappy ways by 
which we often ſet about this irkſome taſk of ex- 
amining our works, without being either the bet: 
ter or the wiſer for the employment. 

And firſt, then, let us begin with that hich 


is the foundation of almoſt all the other falſe mea- 


ſures we take in this matter,—that is, the ſetting 


about the examination of our works, before we 


are prepared with honeſt diſpoſitions to amend 
them. This is beginning the work at the wrong 


end. Theſe previous diſpoſitions in the heart, 


are the wheels that ſhould make this work go ea- 


ſily and ſucceſsfully forwards,— and to take them 


off, and proceed without them, tis no miracle if, 
: like 


—there being few, I believe, either ſo 


* 


like Pharaoh's FR NG Hoc that drive e them— 
drive them heavily along. | 
| * Beſides, if a man is not aner Aclinel to 
reform his faults,— tis not likely he ſhould be in- 
clined to ſee them, — nor will all the weekly pre- 
parations that ever were wrote, bring him nearer 
the point ;—ſo that, with how ſerious a face ſo- 
ever he begins to examine, —he no longer does the 
office of an inquirer,—but an apologiſt, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs is not to ſearch. for truth, — but ſkilfully to 
hide it. So long—therefore, as this pre-engage- 
ment laſts betwixt the man, and his old habits, — 
there is little proſpe& of proving his works to any 
good purpoſe — of whatever kind they are, with 
ſo ſtrong an intereſt and power on their ſide.— As 
in other trials, ſo in this, tis no wonder if the evi- 
dence is puzzled and confounded, and the ſeveral 


facts and circumſtances ſo twiſted from their na- 


tural ſhapes, and the whole proof ſo altered and 
confirmed on the other ſide,—as to leave the laſt 
ſtate of that man even worſe than the firſt. _ 

A ſecond unhappy, though general miſtake in 
this great duty of proving our works, — is that 
which the apoſtle hints: at; in the doing it, not 
by a direct examination of our own actions, but 
from a comparative view of them, with the lives 
and actions of other men. 

When a man is going to enter upon this work 
of ſelf- examination, — there is nothing ſo com- 
mon, as to ſee him lock round him — inſtead of 
looking within. him. He looks round, — finds 
out ſome one who is more malicious,— 9 ano- 
ther that is more covetous, a third that is more . 
proud and imperious than himſelf, — and ſo. indi- 
rectly forms a judgment of himſelf, not from a 


review . his life, and a proving of his own works, 
as 


— a 


— 


* 
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as the apoſtle directs him, but rather from prov- 
ing the works of others, and from their infirmi- 
ties and defects drawing a deceitful concluſion in 
favour of himſelf. In all competitions of this 
kind, one may venture to ſay, there will be ever 
ſo much of ſelf-love in a man, as to draw a flat- 
tering likeneſs of one of the parties—and *tis well 
if he has not ſo much malignity too, 4s to give 
but a coarſe picture of the other, — finiſned with 
ſo many hard ſtrokes, as to make the one as un- 
like its original as the other. 

Thus the phariſee, when he entered 4 tem- 
ple, — no ſooger ſaw the publican, but that mo- 
ment he formed the idea to himſelf of all the vices 
and corruptions that could poſſibly enter into the 
man's charaQter,—and with great dexterity ſtated 
all his own virtues and good qualities over-againſt 
them. His abſtinence and frequent faſtings, ex- 
aQneſs in the debts and ceremonies of the law; 
not balancing the account as he ought to have 
done, in this manner:—What | though this man 
is a publican and a ſinner, have not I my vices as 
well as he? Tis true, his particular office expoſes . 
him to many temptations of committing extorti- 
on and injuſtice ;—but_then—am not I a devour- 
er of widows houſes, and guilty of one of the 
moſt cruel inſtances of the ſame crime? He poſ- 
ſibly is a profane perſon, and may ſet religion at 
nought; but do not I myſelf, for a pretence, 
make long prayers, and bring the greateſt of all 
ſcandals upon religion, by making it the cloak to 
my ambition and worldly views? If he, laſtly, is 
debauched or intemperate, am not I conſcious. of 
as corrupt and wanton diſpoſitions ; and that a 
fair and guarded outſide is my beſt pretence to the 
oppoſite character. 5 2 bs 
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If a man will examine his works by a compa- 
rative view of them with others z——this, no 
doubt, would be the fairer way, and leaſt likely 
to miſlead him. But as this is ſeldom the me- 
thod this trial is gone through, in fact it gene- 
rally turns out to be as treacherous and deluſive 
to the man himſelf, as it is uncandid to the man 
who is dragged into the compariſon ; and who- 
ever judges of himſelf by'this rule, ſo long as there 
is no ſcarcity of vicious characters in the world, 

'tis to be feared, he will often take the becaſt⸗ 
ons of triumph and rejoicing, where, in truth, 
he ought rather to be ſorry and aſhamed. 

A third error in the manner of proving our 
works, is what we are guilty of, when we leave 
out of the calculation the only. material parts of 
them; -I mean, the motives, and firſt princi- 
ples from whence they proceeded. There is many 
a fair inſtance of generoſity, chaſtity, and ſelf- 
denial, which the world may give a man the cre- 
dit of. which, if he would give himſelf the lei- 
ſure to refle& upon, and trace back to their firſt 
ſprings — he would be conſcious proceeded from 
ſuch views and intentions as, if known, would 
not be to his honour. The truth of this may be 
made evident by a thoufand inſtances in life 
and yet there is nothing more uſual than for a 
man, when he is going upon this duty of ſelf- ex- 
amination, — inſtead of calling his own ways to 
remembrance, to cloſe the whole inquiry at 
once, with this ſhort challenge ; hs That he de- 
«© fles the world to ſay ill of him.” If the world 
has no expreſs evidence, this indeed may be an 
argument of his good luck ;—but no ſatisfactory 
one of the real goodneſs and innocence of his life. 
A man may be a 22 bad man, —and yet, through 
| | caution, 


% 5% 5 M ON xiv. 
caution, through deep- laid policy and defign, | 


may ſo. guard all outward. appearances, as never 


to want this negative teſtimony on hib ſide, that 
the world knows no evil of him, —how little ſoever 
he deſerves it. Of all aſſays upon a man's ſelf, 
this may be ſaid to be the ſlighteſt ; this method 
of proving the goodneſs of our works——differing 
but little. in kind; from that unhappy one, which 
many unwary people take in proving the good- 
neſs. of their coin. who, if it happens to be 
ſuſpicious, inſtead of bringing it either to the ba- 
lance or the touch-ſtone to try its worth, — they 
ignorantly go forth; try if they can paſs it upon 
the world: if ſo, all is well, and they are 
ſaved all the expence and Pains of i Nr gen _ 
and detecting the cheat. 2 
A fourth errors in this duty of examination of | 
F men's works, is that of committing the taſk to 
others; —an error into which thouſands of well- 
meaning creatures are inſnared into the Romiſn 
church, by her doctrines of auricular confeſſion, - 
of works of ſupererogation, and the many lucra- 
tive practices raiſed upon that capital ſtock. The 
trade of which is carried to ſuch a height in Popiſh 
countries, that if you was at Rome or Naples 
now, and was diſpoſed, in compliance with the 
apoſtle's exhortation in the text, to ſet about this 
duty, to prove your own works, —— tis great 
odds whether you will be ſuffered to do it your- 
ſelf, without interruption; and you might be 
ſaid to have eſcaped well, if the firſt perſon you 
conſulted upon it did not talk you out of your re- 
ſolution, and poſſibly your ſenſes too at the ſame 
time. Prove your works]! ——for heaven's ſake, 
deſiſt from ſo raſh an undertaking — what |. 
truſt your own ſkill and judgment in a matter of 
ſo much difficulty and importance — when there 
| are 


re-ſo. many. pn b 
fan it ſo well, an 
0 much, ei and , 15 


YA 


his idee . 1 one who bac har — * 
is about, either ſome expert and noted confeſſor 
of the © urch, — or to ſome convent or religious 
ſociety, who are in poſſeſſion of; a large ſtock of 
ork of all kinds, wrought up by faints and 
confeſſors, where you may ſuit yourſelf, and 
either get the defects of your own | n ſupplied, — or 
be accommodated with new ones, ready proved | 
to your hands, ſealed and certified to be fo by the 
Pope 8 commiſſary, and the notaries of his eccle- 
ſiaſtie court. There needs little more to lay open 
this fatal error, than barely” to Tepreſent 1 it. SoT- 
ſhall only add a ſhort Temark,—that they who are 
perfuaded to be thus virtuous by proxy, and will 


proye the goodneſs of their works only by depu- 


ties, — will have no reaſon to complain againſt 
Gop? 's juſtice, if he ſuffers them to go to heaven 
only in the ſame manner, that is, by deputies too. 
Ihe laſt miſtake which I ſhall have time to 
mention, 18 that which the Methodiſts have re- 
vived, for tis no new error, but one which has 
miſled thouſands before theſe. days, wherever en- 
thuſiaſm had got footing, and that is, the at- 
tempting to prove their works by that very argu- 
ment which is the greateſt proof of their 
weakneſs and fuperſtton I mean that extraor-- 
dinary Le and intercourſe with the ſpirit of 
Gor which they pretend to, and whoſe oOperati:- 
ons (if you "truſt them) are ſo ſenſibly felt in, their 
hearts and ſouls, as to render, at once, all other 


proofs of their works needleſs to themſelves. 155 


* his, 1 ng is one of the moſh ſummary Vaſe. 
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ha as it oves” a a works in the groſs, | it 
ſaves. him a world of ſober thought: and inquiry 
| after many vexatious particulars. 

Indeed, if the premiſſes were true, the infe- 
' rence is direct. For when a man dreams of theſe 
inward workings, and wakes with the im} refſion 


of them ſtrong upon his: brain; tis not ſtrang + 
he ſhould ink himſelf a Choſen veſſel, TanQtifled 5 


within, and ſealed up into the perlect day of 1 re- 
demption; ; and ſo long as ſuch a one is ſed cap- 
tive to this error, there is nothing 1 in nature to 
induce him to this duty of examining his own 
works in the ſenſe of the prophet : for however 
bad they are, fo long as His credulity and enthu- 
fiaſm equal them, *tis impoſſible they ſhould dif- 
turb his conſcience, or frighten him into a re- 
formation. Theſe are ſome of the unhappy miſ- 
takes in the many methods this work is ſet about, 
which in a great meaſure rob us of the fruits we 
expected, and ſometimes ſo entirely blaſt them, 
that we are neither the better or wiſer for all the 
| pains we have RT HET : 
There are many other falſe idps which lead us 
the ſame way, but the delineation of theſe, how- 
ever, may ſerve at preſent, not only as ſo many 
land- marks to guard us from this dangerous CoA 
which I have deſcribed, but to direct us likewiſe 
into that ſafe one, where we can only expect the 
reward the, goſpel promiſes. For if, according 
to the firſt recited cauſes, a man fails in examin- 
ing his works, from a diſinclination to reform 
them, from partiality of compariſons, from flat- 
tery to his own motives, and a vain dependence 
upon the opinion of the world; the concluſion 
is unavoidable, that he muſt ſearch for the 
qualities the moſt oppoſite to theſe for his con- 
ductors. And if he * to diſcharge this 
work 
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work ſo as to have advantage from it, that he 
muſt ſet out upon the principles of an honeſt 
head, willing to reform itſelf, and attached prin- 
| cipally to that object, without regard to the ſpi- 
ritual condition of others, or the miſguided opi- 
nions which the world may have of himſelf. 

That, for this end, he muſt call his own 
ways to remembrance, and ſearch out his ſpirit; 
—ſearch his actions with the ſame critical exact- 
neſs and.the ſame piercing un, we are wont 
to ſit in judgment upon others; varniſhing no- 
thing and diſguiſing nothing. If he proceeds 
thus, and in every relation of life takes a full view 
of himſelf without prejudice, traces his actions 
to their principles without mercy, and looks into 
the dark corners and receſſes of his heart without 
fear and if upon ſuch an inquiry he acts con- 


ſiſtent with his view in it, hy reforming his errors, 


ſeparating the droſs, and purifying the whole 
maſs with repentance 3 this will bid fair for exa- 
mining a man's works in the apoſtle's ſenſe :— 

and whoever diſcharges the duty thus with a 
view to ſcripture, which is the rule in this caſe— 
and to reaſon, which is the applier of this rule in 
all caſes——need not fear but he will have what 
the prophet calls reeecing in himſelf, and that he 


will lay the foundation of his peace and comfort 


where it ought to lie that is within himſelf — 
in the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and the 
Joyful expectation, that having done his utmoſt. 

to examine his own works here, that Gop. wall 
accept them hereafter, through the merits of 


CHRIST; which God grant. 8 
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| prof uk bis 2 the counfet ws we flu ne had 

given him in foregoing verſe ; namely; | 

to retain his integrity =D 3 | 

God ani dio. Though it is not very evident, what 
was particularly meant und 3 in e 

Nr. Curſe Go und die, ye 


| 
| 


— 


to ſome ſt w 1 nwaprantable; 
and ps Oi yz as it 1s generally explained, 
meant that he ſhontd openly call Gos juſtice to ; 
an accounts and by a blaſphemòus accuſation of it . 
provoke Gov: to deſtroy his beit 3 as if ſhe had 1 
fad, After ſo | 
fallen theey not withſt an 1d 
gaineſt thou by © 
thus hard upon thee; ks — tho: walk ts - 
enemy? Ough {6 faithful: 2:fervane as thou haſt 
been, to W treatment at 2 
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and only to ſubmit to it 7 —patiently to fab. 
tain the evils he had brought upon thy houſe, 
and neither murmur with thy lips, nor charge him 


ſtice ?—bea — ang as 15 
by 0 not at rf Fron ker ben fe 


; aaa nor thy behaviour under them n d 
ſince move God to take pity on thee; change 
thy. conduct towards him, - boldly expoſtulate 
with him, upbraid him openly with unkindneſs, 
—call his juftice and providence to an account for 
oppreſſing thee in ſo undeſerved a manner, and 
get that benefit by provoking him, which thou 
haſt) not been able to. obtain by ſerving him: to 
die at once by his hands, and be freed, at leaſt, 
from the greater miſery of a lingering, and Aa 5 | 
more tormenting death. i 
On the other hand, ſome interpreters tell us, — 
that the word cure, in the original, is equivoeal, 
| and does more literally ſignify here, to eſs, 
than to blaſpheme ; and conſequently that the 
Whole is rather to be conſidered as a ſatcaſtical 
ſcoff at Job's piety. As if it had been ſaid 3G % 
to; bleſs. Gon, and die; ſince thou art ſo 
ready to praiſe him in troubles as thou haſt done, 
go on in thy on way, and ſee how Go will re- 
Watd thee, by a miſerable death ane 
not avoid. TS $ 789 4 no 5 + - $8 1 35 ; 
Without diſputing we merit off theſe a 
terpretations, it may not ſeem an improbable 
conjecture, that the words imply ſomething ſtill 
different from what is expreſſed in either of them: 
and inſtead of ſuppoſing them as an incite- 
ment to blaſpheme Gop, which was madneſs, 
or that they were intended as an inſult, which 
was unnatural; that her advice to curſe Gp 
and die, was meant here that he ſhould reſolve 
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1 e are 
1 more engaging than. thole of this; heroic cat 
| — and.if ve mah ate the.teſtimeny.oh,aHemben 

philoſopher, upon it, there is nt; — Shit | 
World which £8, pen be ſuppoſed. io loch 
upon with gie lealure, hag-zhak, ge goed 
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__ ceptions ſuch objects muſt be truly engagiig - 
and the reaſon of ſb exalted an encomium from this | 
hand is eaſy tõ be gueſſed 1 no doubt the Wiſeſt bkf 
the Heathen philofophers had found, from obferl-——- 

vation upon the liſt of man, that the many t D- 
bles and infirmities of his nature, the ſickneſſes, 

diſappointments, ſorrows for the loſs of vhildren ; 

or property, wit the murnberteſs orher ealathities 

ladies, ik in — — ſs . . 
th folid- comfort to be àdmimiſtered from "the - 1 

mere refiriements of Phileſophy in ſueh emnefg en. 
ies, that there -was no virtue whict” feguife iti 
eee. or -which was found ſo diffieuſt to — 

be at | upon morul primeipfes upon moral 

principlez=«-which. had nd foundation” ts, Wüst M 
this great weight, Which the ihffrmities öf out - 

nature laid uponät. And for this reaſün tis U 

ſervable, that there is nο ſubject upon neh THE - 

moral writers-6f antiquity have exhavRed -- 
much of their eloquence, or, wheres they NN 
ſpent ſuch time and pain, 4 in this of endeavourt 

ing to revoncile men to theſe evi. | Hifornuith, . 
that from thence; in moſt medi langudgf » "the - 

patient enduring of .afMiQion Rs by degiees 

tained. the: name of phiſoſophy, and Aimbot 6 

nopolized be. word to itfelf, as it it Was the 

cbief end or compendium ef a the Wiſdofn 
which; — Had te offer. - And indeed; 

— gow ner — they had) fte of them. 
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affluent condition was brought 
. crnel accidents, and pinched with poverty,---phi- 
loſophy would come in, and exhort him to ſtand 
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- ſubtle: and ingenious their arg ame : might 5 


"anda of their efficacy; when ried i in oe a aplive=. 
tion. If a man was thruſt back in the Word 


by diſappointments, or ares Job's caſe had 


ſuffered a ſudden change in his fortunes; from an 


t down by 4 train of 


his ground ;—it would tell him, that the ſame 
greatneſs and ſtrength of mind, which enabled 
him to behave well in the days of his proſperity, 
ſhould equally enable him to behave well in the 
days of his adverſity z -that it was the wa 
— only weak and baſe ſpirits, who were inſolent 


in the one, to be dejected and overthrown by the 


other; whereas great and generous ſouls were at 


all times ca and equal. Aa enjoyed the 


adyantages: of life with indifference, -they were 
ahle to reſign them with the ſame: temper, and 


conſequently,---were out of the reach of fortune. 


All which, however fine, and likely to ſatisfy the 
fancy. * a man at eaſe, could convey but little 


ion to a y pierced with ſor- 
ro nor is it to be conceived how an unfortu- 
nate creature ſhould. any more receive relief 
from ſuch a lecture, however juſt, than a man 
racked with an acute fit of the gout or ſtone, 
could. be ſuppoſed to be ſet free from torture, 
by. hearing: . his ; phyſician a nice diſſertation 
upon his caſe. The philoſophic conſolations in 
ficknefs or in affiQions for the death of friends and 
kindred, were juſt ag efficacious, and were ra- 


ther in general tof be conſſdered as good ſayings 


than good remedies.---So that, if a man was be. 


reaved of a. promiſing: child, in whom: all his 
hopes, and e 


W e was 


A E #3 1 1 25 — Wes : 
1 £ 
NTT | | 8 22 | 
. 2 , "oh & £58 7 
- ” Py ” 
p 4 1 


iſe ben fats oofifokit ons to h 
| like oceaοH -e whom, ad viſing him to be com- 
forted, and make himſelf eaſy, ſince che event 
nrg been ee fatality, And could 
beh. de Saen This die cube | 


cb Cecsfioned-it 80 
thatz* | tht n the true value of | 
82 bw end by: more — current argur 

Have been weighe 2 — to-the/ teſt2--one 
2 ee whet r--the'< eateſt® part of 


— aids . — but de — 5 — to re 
ceive from their inſtrudtors: And therefore 
Huld make no ſcruple to aſſert, that oe ſuch 
inſtanes 6f pktionce/ and reſignat ion e this, 
the feriptuse gives us in the perfen of Jeb 
bs emol passgaaqy derleäming, spe tße cb 
tempt of pain and poverty, but of a man funk n 
the loweſt condition of humanity, - to behold him, 
1 ſtripped of his eſtate, hib wealth, his 

| friends) CO IE ally holding up hs 
{1% "HE" LEE head, p 


f — — ſerenity,---and. t bi "* : : fron b 
2 ſtupidity, but a zuſt.. b Bon s provir 
966 And deen n e ON ad. 
33 ihis, is of more,univerlal uſe, rer 
the heart, than all the heroi ) wid | Hi * 
Pee ee 8 offer... 7; 2 | 


 dicourle3-e-namely,, that, 
but thoſs pg hey ities on in caſes 15 
real, refs, and R to,engounts 


8 and; how.:wond na s 
— 5 e op, 2 


the World, and continues to govern it rr 
whole, goodneſs all things are deſiguad x 
whoſe providence all. things are Qed. to 
bring about, the greateſt-and beſt ends, TI — 
royfu and penſive weetch that was giving waz i9 
his. Dane 0d; 2 —— ing 1 


CON mak him good bu — 
Bis permiſſion, that no wee en har weren . 
8 _ „ 1 * | a 


nied 


powerful, a wiſe and good being: bo, Brſt made 8 | 


and at — of Semziliche dhe — — 


ture life. gies him ſtrengt lie tondeſpiſe them, and 
elleem the light aflictions.of-his;life, as they ace 
not werthy to be compared ee ine 
for him hereafter. on des 0 84 ole 
Things are great or ſmall by compar N 
ad — N and 


and caſt the ſame ſad reſle ion upon the ble 
which the patriacch did to Pharaoh, Fhat 
few aud auit had bæen dhe days: of his pilgoita+ 
i: age. But let ham; lift up his eyed towards: 
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| try where his heart id led befbrs 0e c e, 

heſe ate the aids Whicli relig ee | 

Wands the regulating of our ſpin ene (evils 
of. kae dee g eordlals 


e. ooh aol pt — bote is wt? wy % 
Alittle impatience. of ſpirit under Waden 
toward adcidents we meet - with) 
unprovidded for, and we inegle@-the andes 
tha iſlighier . HH 
think Rot worth treating ſe Lend dee 
them io nature: In good Hubits of the body this - 
mag do -und 1 would gladly believe Weng ure 
ſuch Fa 3 1abr of the; te teriper;,: , 
aldxidoud: eaſe and health Gf heart, dg hay often 
ſave the patient much . We are ſtill 
to conſider that how !p90d? frames of 7 
mind are 'eve—they are worth preſerving y 'all | 
rules; patience: and contentment, i 
the. treaſure hid in the field, for which at "04 
fold all he. had to purchaſe; is of: that price, that 
it cannot be had at to great . purchaſe,” ſince, 
without it, che pelt. dannen intlife; rarer mae 
ſhould be Dre in the worlt 2 me 
leave, therefore, to cloſe this diſcourſe with ſome 
2 et eee — 
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hg ans: er. deren e ale 
kindred-· but too oft in ſuch a Kyle} as td con- 

_ vince the party lectuted : only of ahis truth; that g 
we bear the, misfortunes of. with excellent 
tranquil Rape % fab aue 222005 10 Mundt ena ng 
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I believe thete are thouſands ſo extravagant; in 
a ideas of contentment, as tobi that it 
muſt conſiſt in having every thing in this world 


turn out the way they wiff. that they are to ſit 


down in happineſs, and feel themſelves ſb at eaſe 


at all points, as to deſire nothing betterand” no- 


thing more. I own there are inſtances of ſome, 


who ſeem to paſs through the world as if all 


their paths had been ſtrewed with roſe-buds of 


alete but a little experience will convince us, 
tis a fatal expectation to go upon. We are born 
to trouble; and we e eee un ; 


wel! live in this: world, WE ſhall have it 


with intermiſſions, that i is; in whatever Rate 1 we 


are, we ſhall find a mixture of good and evil; an 


the true way therefore to contentment is, to know 


to receive theſe certain viciſſitudes of life, the 


returns of good and evil, ſo as neither to be exalt- 


ed by the one, or overthrown by the other; byt 
to bear ourſelves, towards every thing which 
happens, with fach eaſe and indifference of mind, 
as to hazard as little as may be. This is the 
true temperate climate fitted for us by nature, 
and in which every wiſe man would wiſh to live. 
Gop knows, we are ivr" 31 ſtraying out 
of it, and by giving wings to our imaginations, 
in the tranſports we dream of, rom ſuch or ſuch 
a ſituation in life, we are carried away alternately 
into all the extremes of hot and cold, for which, 
as we-are neither fitted by nature, or prepared by 
expectation, we feel them with all their violence, 
and with all their danger too. 

Gov, for wiſe reaſons, has made our n 
in this world almoſt as fickle and capricious as 


ourſelves. Pain and pleaſure, like light and 


darkneſs, ſucceed each other; and he that knows 
how to accommodate himſelf to their periodical 
returns, 
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evil, Knows only how to tive this true con. 
tentmemnt; at leaſt all that is to be had of it in this 
world, and for this every man muſt be indebted 
not to His fortune, but to himſelf. Ard, indeed, . 
it would: have been ſtrange; if a duty ſo becom- 
ing us as dependent creatures Hand o neceſſary 
beſides to afl our well-beings, had been placed out 
of the reach of any in ſome meaſure to put in 
practice and ſor this reaſon, there is ſcarte 
lot ſo low, but there is ſomethi 
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tbe man whom it has befallen; Providence having 
ON 
rn : how 
ſo ordered 8 that in every man's cup, how - 
bitter 4oever, there are ſome cordial. df — 
2 circumſtances, which, if wiſel extracted, 
: 
are A ficient for the purpoſe he- wants eee 5 
that is, to make him contented, and if not 
| > 4 5 
at eaſt re igned. May Gop bleſs us all with this, 
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1 P has nota eee eee is the 
ſecond: time Abiſui has propoſed” Shin. 
mer” deſtauction ; once in the 16th apter, on 
a ſudden tranſport of indignation, when Sbimei 
curſed.Davidj—"t: FfIy ould this diad dd dog, cried. 
h Alibi; 2 25 my lord: the king let me, go oder, 
* {-pray thee r his Bigd,." 1+ Phils had. 
| in it;. for in doit 
ity. — his own; andibeſidex the offender 
was. not, otherwiſe te. be come at: the ſecond; 
time, is in the text; when the offender way abſo- 
Incely- 1 in their. pewer hen the blood was. 
cools \ andthe foppliant'y -wAs holding. vp tis wag, 
for. mer A We 

— a ahſzyered· Mbimal, be [ be put 
to.deathe-for-this?c So unrelenting a\purſuit- looks. 
leſslike-juſtiee than „ which is ſy'cowardly,. 
a paſſion, that it renders Abiſhai's firſt inſtance al- 


moſti inconſiſtent with the ſecond. I ſhall not 
endeavour | to reconcile them; but confine the 


diſeourſe 


$98; 9 R. MM O N AVL 
diſcourſe ſimply to Shimei; and make ſuch re- 
flections upon his character as may be of uſe to 
ſociety. 0 

Upon the news s of his Con Abſalom” - conſpiracy, 
David had fled from Jeruſalem, and from his own 
houſe for ſafety: the gepreſentatiot given pf the 
manner-of it, Truly Geng — was a 
ſcene of ſorrow ſo full of diſtreſs ! 

The king fled with all his houſhold to ſave him- 
ſelf from the ſword of the man he loved : he fled 
with all the marks of humble ſorrow---** with his 
& head covered and barefoot ;” and as he went by 
the aſcent, of (mount: Olivet, the ſacred hiſ- 
torian ſays he wept---ſome gladſome ſcenes, per- 
haps, which there had paſs' d ſome hours of 
feſtivity he had ſhared ith, Abſalom in better 
days, preſſed tenderly upon nature, he 6 
at this ſad viciſſitude of things:------and a 
peo ople that were with: bim, ſmitten with his = 
flie jon, cover d each, nen bis pead. a as * 
went up. 

It was on | this occaſion, Kan David bad got 
to Bahurim, that Shimei the ſon of Gera, as we 
read in the 5th. yerſe, came. ontgr--was it with 
the choiceſt oils; he —— — 5 1 mount Ol 


. 
'S* 


" Fs and. oft 450 at him; = prov aid oa 
& nei, when he 0 Go to, thou man, of Belial' 
„ =:-thou haſt ſought blend, and behald. thou art 
< caught in thy. own. miſchief ;, for now hath the: 
« Lord returned. FO 2 1 Wr . e 5 . 

6: and W Lal A: 
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There id no mall malicious craft in 
Ca upon à ſeaſon Ko mark of enmity and 
ir will 54-2 word, oa loo, which at one tine 
would make noi im At another time 
wounds the heart; nud like :&-ſhaft: 'Hying «with 
the F its: own:'na- 
: tural: force, would Ccarce en the object 
dinge be IAI bag 51%; Gai 
8 r ſoured to have een Shim s hopes but 
even for their own og 44g Could Shimei. pole 
ſibly hæve walted far the ebb of David's'paſſibns, 
and till: the firſt great conſſict within him had been 
over then the reproach of being guilty. of Saul's 
blood muſt have hurt him his heart was poſſeſſ- 
ed with other feelings it bled for the deadly ſting 
which Abſalom had given him -he felt not the 
indigity .of-a;ftranger>—**Bubold, :miy fon: Abſalom}; 


ohe came aut f my Berbalg, ſerbetih my lifes 
« how much more may Shimei do it?- let him alone; 


eit may be the Lord, may look: aupon n vafſliftion, 
« and regui te me good or this gull?) 8 Woh 1c 
An injury unanſwered eee ee 
itſel f. and dies. away in a voluntary remorſ 
In cad diſpoſitions capable of no reſtraint: but | 
fearmrit has a different effect the ſilent digeſtion 
of one wrong provokes a ſecond. He purſues 
him with the ſame invective; a as:David and 
his men "went. (by. the way Sbimei went aling on 
the bill's fide over .againfi: him; leni eee 
Ys: and cafi; duſt di bim. vi" Zubo $20) 343077 


The iuſolence of baſe minds in-ſuoceſs,i5 bougd- : 


Ih: and would ſcarce admit of a c 

did not they themſelves; furniſh us with one in the 
degrees of their abjection when evil returns upon 
them the. ſame poor heart which exdites unge- 
negphus, tempers * over a fallen ;advetr- 


1 
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fary; in —— e 
the point of courage, ſinks than in others even 
Not ualike. fome little parti- 
cles; of matter ruck off fromi the ſurface of the 
dirt by ſunſhine .- dance aud ſport there whilſto it 
n. the moment tis withdrawn. they fall 
down»-<for: duft they: ate and uinto duſt they; will 
return vhilſt firmer and larger bodies 
the ſtations which nature has. aſſigned them, ſub- 
* e my which, Ne eee, eee 
al 1190.9) oi d er ne V 
This la, ad not ſeem. to- bey$Shimei's'(caſe; 
re „there is noi mention 
made ob him . he thruſt himſelf forward into the 
eitel; and | poſſibly- was "numbered — 
friends and well-wiſhers.. 72011) i 4 nl 

Mhan the enges Dei Aren ” 
fans) . | 
I eee, 1 ing 20 ME 

Tha wheel: i ones more ß Abſalom 
is caſt down and\Davidireturns.in- —dhimet 
ſuits: his / behaviour tothe occaſion; and is the firſt 
man alſo; who haſtes: do greet Him-—an had the 
wheeFturn'd rounchan hundredc tines, -Shimei; I 
: nee wi in eee een rotations: ou 
ee 5 | 

 ObShimeil 'woulktto- wwe: whey! wow waſk 
| flainy thatali:thwfumily had been ſlain · with hee; 
andi not ono oft dh reſtmblanse leſtl but ye have 
multiplied exceedingly and\ropleniſhee>the-earth;; 
poo gte, pg riginip—Ve wilt: "the end 
ſubdae iti. 10 Tits: 

' There is, mot: charafter in- this irls: which 
tas! fo bad an · influence upon the affairs · of it;c as 
this of: Shimei:: whilſt power meets witk honeff 
* 2 and:the evils of life with © Honeſt refuge; 

the 
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the world will never be 00 ne; but thou, 
mei, has ſapped it at both extremes; for ae | 
corrupteſt proſperity——and tis thou who haſt 
broken the heart of poverty: and ſo long as 
worthleſs ſpirits, can be ambitious ones, tis a 
character we ſhall: never want. Ol it infeſts the 
court the camp · the cabinet it infeſts the 
church. go where you will in every quarter, 
in every profeſſion, you ſee a Shimei following 
the wheels of the fortunate en thick 1 : 
and clay. 
— Haſte, Shimei aſte; or than wile; be 5 
undone for ever Shimei girdeth up his loins and 
ſpeedeth after him—behold the hand which go- 
verns every thing,. takes the wheels from off 
his chariot, ſo that he who driveth, driveth-. on 
heavily——Shimet_ doubles. his ſpeed 
*tis the contrary way; he flies like the wind 
o'er a ſandy deſart, and the place thereof 
ſhall know it no more ſtay, Shimei! tis 
your patron-— your friend your benefacto 
'tis the man who has raiſed you from the dunghill | 
— tis all one to Shimei: Shimei is the baro- 
meter of every man's fortune; marks the riſe 
and fall of it, with all the variations from ſcorch- 
ing hot to freezing cold upon his countenance, 
that the ſimile will admit of. Is a cloud u 
thy affairs ? ſee it hangs over Shimei's brow--- 
haſt thou been ſpoken for to the king or the captain 
of the hoſt without ſucceſs ? - look not into the 
court-kalendar the vacancy is filbd up in Shi 
mei's face art thou in debt? tho _ to Shi- 
mei—no matter—the worſt officer of the law 
ſhall-not be more;infolent; ::- | pd hd fhar tt 
What then, Shimei, is the guilt of pover * 


blagk-—is. it of ſo my A concern, that thou 
CC and 
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ant all thy family muſt riſe up as one man to re- 
Proach ĩt : hen it loſt every thing did It. loſe 
the right to pity too? or did he, who maketh poor 


15 Ag as well as maketh rich, ſtrip it of its natural powers 


to mollify the hearts and ſupple the temper of your 


race? Truſt me, ye have much to anſwer for; it is 


this treatment which it has ever met with from 


pairs like yours, which has gradually taught the 


ror{d to look upon it as the greateſt of evils, and 


EE Mun! it as the worſt Sb is it, I be- 


ſeech you— what is it that man will not do, to 
keep clear of fo. ſore an imputation and puniſh- 
ment? is it not, to fly from this, that he riſes early 
=<=late takes reſt; and eats the bread of carefulnaſs ? 

---that he plots---contrives---ſwears—lies—ſhuf- 

fles puts on all ſhapes---tries all garments, —— 
wears them, with this, or that ſide outward—— 

Juſt as it favours his eſcape. 

They who have conſidered our nature, affirm, 
that ſhame and. diſgrace are two of the moſt in- 
ſupportable evils of human life; the courage and 
ſpirits: of many have maſtered other misfortunes 
and borne themſelves up againſt them; but the 
wiſeft and beſt of ſouls. have not bin match 
for theſe; and we have many a tragical inftance 

on cecand; what greater evils have been run e 
7 to avoid this one. 

WMithout this tax of infamy, poverty; with: all 
the burdens it lays upon our fleſh—ſo: long as it is 
virtuous, could never break the ſpirits of a: man; 
all its hunger, and pain and nakedneſs, are na- 

thing to it, they have ſome counterpoiſe of good; 
and beſides they are directed by providence, and 
muſt be ſubmitted to: but thoſe are afffictions 

mot from the hand of Gop or nature“ for 
6G * came W Ing 5 on: DUST, and moſt pro- 

En 77; oerl 


3 K R M 


i. pecly may be ſaid, 10 8 ak anolss 
* and this is the reaſon they lay ſuch ſtreſs upon 
<< our patience and in the end, create fuch a 
*« . diſtruſt of the world, as makes us look up- 
and pray, Let me fall into thy hands, O Godt 
6 but let me not fall into the hands of mms . 
Agreeable to this was the advice of Eliphas to 
* in the day of his diſtreſs ( acguuiut thys 
* felt, ſaid. he, NON] avith- God.” indeed his 
poverty ſeemed te have left him no other: the 
ſwords of the Sabeans had frightened them away 
—all but a few friends; and of what kind they 


were, the . eds of n e 
enough. 


It 1 is an inſtance which 1 one great concern 
for: human nature, That a man, who always 
| 2 au for him who: was; iw trouble als never 

e periſh. for want of cloathing---w 
the feranger to ledge in — — 
Nn his. door 46: the traouler;-—that & man of 
; « oy good a character,“ that' he never cauſed 
& the eyes of. the widow to fail,--=--or had eaten © 
% þjs. ae by: himſel alone, and the futberleſt 
ce bad not eaten. theraaf; that ſuch a man, 
the moment he fell imo poverty, ſhould have oc: 
caſion to cry out for quarter, Hue mercy upon 
me, O — . for the bn of God has tondhe 
ed me. Gentleneſs and humanity, (one would 
think) would: melt the hardeſt — and charm 

the fierceſt ſpirit; bind up the moſt violent 
hand, and ſtill the. moſt abuſive tongue: but the 
experiment failed in a ſtronger inſtance of him, 
whoſe meat and drink it was to do us good and 
in purſuit of which, whoſe whole life was a con- 
tinued ſcene of kindneſs and · of inſults, for which 
We muſh: go back to the ſame explanation with 
LS | winch 


= ar e. 
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which we ſet out,—and that is, the ſcandal 8 
poverty — 

« This fellow, we 1550 not e fy" 17 — 
was the popular cry of one part; and with thoſe 
who ſeemed to know better, the quere, did not 
leſſen the diſgrace :---Is not this the carperiter, 
the ſon of Mary ?—of Mary!—great Gop' of 
Iſrael! What! —of the meaneſt of thy people ? 
(for he had not regarded the Inv eftate of} his hand- 
maiden)—and of the poc reſt too! (for ſhe had not 
a-lamb to offer, but was purified as Moſes directed | 
in ſuch a caſe, by the oblation of a turtle dove. 

That the Saviour of their nation, could be 
Poor, and not have where to lay his head, was | 
a crime never to be forgiven: : and'tho? the'purity 
of his doctrine, and the works which he had 
done in its ſupport, were ſtronger arguments” on 
its ſide, than his humiliation could be againſt it, 
yet the offence ſtill remained they looked for 
the redemption of Iſrael ; but they would have 
it only in thoſe dreams of r byes hk filled their 


e who weigh r uin of all thing tat; 
in the goldſmith's balance? was this religion 
for you? — a religion whoſe appearance was not 
great and ſplendid,---but looked thin and meagre, 
and whoſe principles and promiſes ſhewed more 
like the curſes of the law, than its bleſſings!---for 
they called for n and Promiſed little, but 
perſecutions. e 9 

In truth it is not caly ho ehibullition or diſtreſs, 
for nakedneſs or famine, to make many converts 
out of pride; or reconcile a worldly heart to the 
ſcorn and reproaches, which were ſure to be the 
portion of e one who believed a myſtery ſo 
diſcredited 
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diſcredited by the world, and ſo unpalatable to all. 
its paſſions and pleaſures. 

: But to bring this ſermon to its proper ona”. 
ion. 

If Aſtrea or * never finally took her leave 
of the world, till the day that poverty firſt be- 
came ee it is matter of conſolation, that 
the Gop of Juſtice is ever over us: that what - 
ever outrages the lowneſs of our condition may be 
expoſed to, from a mean and undiſcerning world, 
that we walk in the preſence of the greateſt 
and moſt generous of Beings, who is infinitely 
removed from cruelty and ſtraitneſs of mind, and 
all thoſe little and illiberal paſſions, with which. 
we hourly inſult each other. 

'The worſt part of mankind, are not always to 
be conquered but if they are—'tis by the imita- 
tion of theſe qualities which muſt do it: —tis true 
| —as Pe ſhewn---they may fail; but ſtill all is 
not loſt,---for if we conquer not the world in 
the very attempts to do it, we ſhall at leaſt con- 
quer ourſelves, and lay the foundation of our 


peace (where it ought to be) within our own: 
hearts. 
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The Caſe of Hezekiah and the 


— Meflengers.,.. 1 

reached before his nan 5 5 Fall of 
HERT FORD. 
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Aid 7 ſaid, What. have they ſeen in thine- 
houſe ? and Hezekiah- pas tw, All the things 
that are in my houſe have they ſeen; there is no- 
thing amongſt all. my treaſures. * # have not 
ſewn Ms: 


— ND he was. ; the arm; youll fay, , 
in all this? 63 9 
e An eaſtern prince, the · ſon of Baladine, had 
bebt meſſengers with preſents as far as from Ba- 
bylon, to congratulate Hezekiah upon the reco 
very from his ſickneſs; and Hezekiah, who was 
a good prince, acted conſiſtently with himſelf: - 
he received and entertained the men and 'bearkened . 
unto them, and before he ſent them away, he 
courteouſly ſhewed them all that was worth - 
ſtranger's curioſity in his houſe and in his king- 
dom, — and in this, ſeemed only to have diſ- 
charged himſelf of what urbanity or the etiguette 
wt caucts might :require. Notwithſtanding this, 
T, in. 


Pg the 2 which e e follows as . 5 
we find he had done amiſs; and as a puniſhment 


for it, that all his riches, which his forefathers _ = 
Hhaaad laid up in ſtore unto that day, were threat= 
>. enced to be carried away in triumph to Babylon, 


me very place fro om why e the meſſengers 
; wot. HI _ 3H 16 DA 
A hard nt and what his Bas Pres 


not ſeem to have deſerved. To ſet this matter in 


" a Clear light, it will be neceſſary to enlarge upon 


the whole ſtory, the reflections which will ariſe = 


out of it, as we go along, may help us---at leaſt, 
I hope they will be of uſe on their own account. 
After the miraculous defeat of the Aſſyrians 
we read in the beginning of this chaptery that 
Hezekiah was ſick 3 unto death; ; and that 
: Gov. ſends the proph et. Iſaiah, with the unwel- 
come meſſage, That he ſhould } G his houſe i in o order, : 
for that he ſbould dle, and not ide. | 
There are many inſtances of men, "who have 
received ſuch news with the greateſt caſe of mind, 
and even entertained the thoughts of it with ſmiles. 
upon their countenance d.1this, either from 
ſtrength of ſpirits and the natural chearfulneſs of 
their temper, or that, they knew. the world.--- 
and cared not for it rr expected a better--ryet = 
thouſands of, good men with all. the helps — 
Philoſophy, "nd. pgainſt all. the; aſſurances of a 
well ſpent life, that the change muſt be to their 
account, upon the approech af death have 4 
leaned towards this world, and wanted ſpirits. and 
reſolution to bear the ſhock af a parton. from 
it for ever.. 
This in ſome meaſure FREY to. have bees 

iah's caſe; for tho he had walked before 


Hezek 
dn in truth, and. with. s perfect heart, 2 


1 * R 1 O 


— could — * 4 Kis ' rememb 

of thy integrity, eee he: called thee to > receive. 
Us recompence? 3 F 5 . 8 3 
But here it atten * what materials man ib 


made: he purſues happineſs and ann 


* 


tent with miſery, that he would wander for ever 
in this dark vale of it „ t in t * 
Lord! to be here, and to build e ft 27 —- 
and ſo long as we are cloathed with fleſh, and 
nature has ſo great a ſhare within us, it is no | 
wonder if that rn n its 45 and please. 
care add diſppointments OT By debe 0 r - 2 
This natural weaknef 0 ubt;. had 8 
| wing in Hezekiah's — prayer for life: and,. : 
yet from the ſucceſs it met with, and the imme 
diate change of GOD urpo is 
hard to imagine, but chat i muſt have 4 
companied with ſonie- meritorious nad nivess ge: 
nerous motive: and if we ſuppoſe, as ſome have. 
done, that he turned his face towards the walz 
becauſe that part of his chamber locked tow 
the temple, the care of N wap rs oy 
next his heart, we may conſiſtentiy gie 
this * to his * 


40 89 | 


world are fixed 
ou, forſaken their idolatry, 


„ and corrupt generation, which looks thro? all 
146 my actions, and watches all e 
1 if mow they ſhall ſee me 


15 2 to me 


2 Fond; . —— a knoweh tha the eyes ofthe 


me, ast one that . hath 
and reſtored thy wor- 
1 ſhip; that I ſtand in the midſt of a crooked 


events which 


f ſnatched! away in the midſt of/my days and 
e ſetvice, how will thy great name ſuffer in my 
' 54. extinction? Will not the heathen ſay, This it 
„ is, to ſerve the God of Iſrael How faith- 
fully did Hezekiah walk befote him: What 
enemies did he bring upon himſelf, in too 
„ warmly promoting his worſhip, and now when 
' $4the(; 245 of ſickneſs and diſtreſs came upon 
„ him, and he moſt wanted the aid of his Gon: : 
« \ behold now he was forſaken! ? 
It. is not unreaſonable; to : aſcribe ſome „ 


piss and more difintereſted motive t 
deſite of life, from the iſſue a 


paſs bei 


ee Hur it came to 


ve to Hezekiah's 
d ſucceſs of his 


re Iſaiab bad gone 


cout into the middle court, that the wr of the Lord 
cume iu bim, ſaying, Turn again and tell Heae- 
mia Þ have beard his prayer £ One n a n, 


ee. 


It was upon this occaſion, as we f in the 

N as verſe of this chapter, that Baradock-baladan, 
fen-ofBaladine king of Babylon, ſent letters and 
_ preſent unto Hezekiah: he had heard the fame 
of his ſickneſs and recovery; for as the Chal- 
deans were great ſearchers into the ſecrets of na- 
mute, eſpecially into the motions of the celeſtial 
: * in all probability Erde was ben e 


* 


; 


* 
p Co ys 1 V 
RY v; at: ke 1 


| hadow'ss returning! ten A eee upen 


 theiwiidikls, and He uired and learned upon 


favour ſuch a ſign 


"a Err ** . aſtronomical miracle, be- 


ſides the political motive which it would ſuggeſt 
af courting ſuch a favourite of heaven, had been 


Lacken , itſelf to have led a curious people as 


| for hoſe fuke-ehie.fux —— 
And here we ſee how hard it is to 


ſhiek of proſperity, and how much truer a proof % 


we give of our "rig. Ang in —_— extreine bas " 
Pre iünhe the,, rt feat kts 
In all the trials of W W 
nchiah behaved we 
: e. beſieged by the Aſſyrian hoſt, which ſhut 
him up in Jeruſalem; and threaten'd his deſtruc- 
mee. ſtood unſhaken and 
God's ſuccour. 


5 e find a He- 


meſſengers from a far country come to pay 
flattering homage due to his greatneſs, and the 
extraordinary felicity of his life, but he turns 
giddy, and ſinks under the weight of his good 
fortune, and with a tranſport unbecoming a wiſe 


upon 
When: caſt down upon. his bed 
of ſickneſs, and threatened with death, he meekly 
turn'd his frcetonardathawalls Wee oe pray d, 
and: depended upon Gop's mercy: but no 
ſooner does proſperity return upon him, and the 
the 


nothing unman d him: 


man upon it, tis ſaid; be hearken'd unte the 


men, and ſhow's: them all t 


1e houſe of his pre- 


cious things, the ſilver and the gold; the ſpices 
and the precious ointments, and alk the houſe of 


his ene and all that was foi 


ad in his trea. 


N nat this was nothing We 


Wu Gov to bring 


— 3 wa 
* 


of vanity and a weak tranſport of oſtentation 3 


yet as we are ſure, God: could not be-offended 


but where there was a. real crime, we mi 
ſonably conelude that this was his, and — a 
who ſearches into the heart of man, beheld that 


| his was corrupted with the bleſſings he had given 
him; and that it was juſt to make what was the 


| 22 Fed. gat. that he did this out | 


occaſion: of his pride, become the inſtrument of 3 


his puniſhment, by decreeing, that all the riches 
he had laid up in ſtore until that day, ſhould be 
carried away in triumph to Babylon, the very 


re from whence the — _ come nr 


166 0 ie — couldit. . provoke © 
this judgment upon thee ? [How 


could thy ſpirit, all meek and gentle as it 


C vas, have ever fallen into this ſnare?” Were 


6 thy treaſures rich as the earth, - -What l was | 


cc thy heart ſo vain as to be lifted up there- 


| 4 ever bf Was not all: SE e- N an ite 


"whilſt 8 wat mcd 12 a, 


10 4 thy Was _ that thou couldſt barter away all 


cc this, for what was lighter than a bubble, and 


ce deſecrate an action ſo full of courteſy: and kind- 
« neſs as thine appeared to be, by ſuffering w_ 15 . 


“take its riſe from ſo polluted a fountain £53457 
There is ſcarce any thing which the heart more 


1 unwillingly bears, than an analyſis of this kind. 


We are a ſtrange compound; and fomething 


i foreign from what charity would fuſpect, ſo eter 
_ nally twiſts itſelf into what we do, that not on- 
* in momentous concerns, where intereſt liſts 


under 


— _ 
VVV 


the moſt indifferent of our a 
fallacy——by. fore of habits: 

| that whatever 8/0090 is * -obſer v 
s arm's inſide and out with two motive an 
agenda ne: for the world, and another which 
he reſerves for bis own private uſe thi 
may ſay, p world hae no concern with: it might 2 
Have been ſo i but by obtruding the Wong mo- 
tive upon the world, and ſtesling from. 3t-s cha- 
raſter, inſtead of winning one e give it a 
: right and a temptation! __ with hs „ 10 e 8 
inte the affair. a e OE lene 
The matives ofthe one far: 4 „ . 
June better: thaw the others: ſor deſerving it. Let 


us ſee if ſome ſocial virtue may not be ern i 
from the errers of both the une and the other. 
f dtd an her EY 


N 3 


e ; 2 3750 109 
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not to be—but to fem 11 


man! ſee What dilgvieting, intriguing N Gift 
ing, be is content ta g through, merely ton be 
thought a man of plain dealing three 
1 . _ Ein Mts this- - eronble 


the. impurities: gr 2 — gy: — * 
entering the hoy of G9 
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Obſerve a third goi 
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Sed ee when a in eie be of db 
| x ems; fo he ſuſtains himſelf as-he 


re eg — 


7 


line in his face writes abſtinence; — 


you, how' he is odd u. up- wird 
prayers and facraments; and ſo bemuffled with 


che externals of religion, that he has nta hand 
to ſpare for a worldly z he has 
at leaſt Why does he put it on? Is ere ne 


ſerving Gop without all this? Muſt the garb of 


| religion 'be extended: ſo wide to the danger of its 


Les truly, or it wn men nie abe 
l muy eres N thab?-” 4 (LY ae 1 2 21 69 
comes GuxunonrTY ; — 

but to the arts and ſci- 

See, - he Builds not a cham- 

| t- for- the ' prophet; but whole 
ſchools and . — fot thoſe W come after. 
x ember wh 'how they will magnify his name tis 

in capitals already; the firſt the higheſt, i r 


1 the gilded rent-roll of every hoſpital and alylum— 
"11 0. 


honeſt tear 2 hog pron po over Na 
unfortunate, is worth iall-o oo . 
What a problematic ſet of oreaivres does 5 | 
dation make us k Who would divine that all that 
anxiety and concern ſo viſible in the airs- of one 
Half of that great aſſembly ſhould ariſe from no- 
elle, \but«that-the-other half of + it may think 
dem to be men of co conſequence, penetration, 
parts and conduct? What a wile amongſt the 


3 . e en ny” eee TN out t mere 
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man 


ill necord. they 
* Thus ſomething: j 


als... _ Fr xz ae gentleſt o 
is! ſoft and tender are thy. notes, and 
with ſo loud an inſtr: 


maſter ſoever of it undertake the 


har mo 


fg. never once * ee way,r--and_ 
1 Ps a., 4 


jars, and will for 3 pine; "I 


theſe caſes: impoſture is all diſſonance, let what | 


and modulate it as he may, one tone 


will contradict another; and whilſt we have ears 


to bear, we ſhall pegs 1 it >. 'tis denn 4 
ſelf: it fits apo our lips, lik 
re bunte arſelves 
alone,---and needs fear no critic, 40 have the — 
exceliency in the heart which appears.in the acti 
alluſion the ſcript 
of i in calling us ſometimes a houſe, an 
a temple, according to the more or leſs wr 14 
qualities of the ſpiritual gueſt; 
within us: whether this is the preciſe” gr 


It is a pleaſing 


10T * let l 


e =» 


which- is lodged 


'of 


the diſtinQion, I will not affirm; but [once 
may be faid, that, if we are to "be" temples, tis 


truth and Gingleneſs of heart which muſt make 


the dedication: *tis this which muſt firſt diſtin- 


guiſh them from the unhallowed pile, where 


dirty tricks and impoſitions; are practiſed by. the 
hoſt upon the traveller, Wh en but for a 


moment and. returns not again. 


We all take notice, how e 7 55 Fee 
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people are: but we do not nn at the ſame 


e. 


1 8 


1 


EL and that we are only = 
nce 8 each A ee in the very inſtances 
plain of: this is ſo true, that there is 
ſo rare, as a man S | 


1 open and generous integrity, who c ries——his— 
| Heart in his hand;---whoſaysthe thing he thinks; 
=. and does the thi | he pretends. Tho no one cun ; 


Pa truth me El ay rg How 4 wan - > = 
bY Wer d ener, world, has not at one time or 


T8 . eee 


3 
AI 


* * 40m — DN — 2 92 . N 5 2 , You 
78 the fame. . impul BEE 709 ne EDLC 
: ara be gar apkieas how e who give vocation. de be 


wd. to ni all 8 cant, as s much 
—_ as I can on this head -I will forbear to ſay, be- 
| cauſe I do not think it that tis 3 of 
Chriſtian: aircon think or-ſj 


neighbour, &c bs e, 13. of fark V 
We cannot avoid it: our opinions muſt: a 
the evidence z\ and we are perpetually in ſuch 
gements and ſituations, that tis our duties to 
ſpeak what our opinions are -but Go forbid, 

that this ever ſhould be done, but from its beſt 
motive — the ſenſe of what is due to virtue, gov © 

| verned by diſcretion and the utmoſt fellow- feeling: 
were we to go on otherwiſe, beginning with the 


; 


n 


* 
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Fx 


ay But 1 confine what} hi ive 10 27 th 
eis equivocal, and which'takes up eh roo! 
in the world: it is that of thoſe, — ma ge- 
neral diſtruſt of all that looks diſintereſted, W 0 
_ to blame 1 in an be, and perhaps much 
adm it, immediately fall foul upon its 

Do rwe Gol for nought? What 

a a ve net beſides, the queſtion: was not, 
whether Job was a rich man or a poor man; 
but, whether he was à man of integrity or no? 


and the appearances were ſtrong on his ſide: 


indeed it might have been otherwiſe; it was poſ- 


20 ha ves might, be ie, and the devil took _ 
e 4 5 ay a: * l ; 8 50 ; HA 8 57 


It is a bad picture, aide 


** yet we are always copying ifs. Does a man 
from real conviction of heart forſake his vices ?—. 
the. poſition is not to be. en — 5 his 
vices have forſaken him. | 


Does a pure virgin fear Gov: mh ar her | 


prayers e is in her climaQeric. _ - 
HDoes humanity cloath and educate the 8 
orphan ! Poverty! thou haſt no ics 
---ſee! is he not the father of the child? Thus 


do we rob heroes of the beſt part of their glory-— 


their virtue. "Fake away the motive of the act, 
you take away all that is worth having in it;; 
wreſt it to ungenerous ends, you load the virtuous 
man who did it, 'with infamy undo it all—1 
beſeech you: give him back his honour,---reſtore 
the jewel you have taken from him, replace him 
in 2 Je of the world——it i is too kate. Den 5 
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hands compreſſed to his boſom and with alin 
eyes, thanking heaven, that the obje& which h 
ſo 18 ſhared his affections. was fled. 
I The text gives a different picture of his eus 
n., in be aroſe and "went after her to ſpeak 
1% th ber, and io bring bir back again, hav- 
ing his ſervant with him, and a couple of afſes ; 
and fhe brought him unto her father's houſe; and 
when the father of the damſel aw ew, he 4 8 851 
to meet him. 
——A moſt en group! you'll ſay : and 
ſo it is, my good commentator, the world talks of 
every thing: give but the outlines of a ſtory, — 
let ſpleen or prudery ſnatch the pencil, and they 
will finiſh it with ſo many hard ſtrokes, and with 
ſo dirty a colouring, that candour and- courteſy 
will fit in torture as they 1 it. Gentle and 
virtuous ſpirits!” ye ho know not what it is to be 
rigid interpreters, but of your own failings, to 
you, I addreſs myſelf, the unhired advocates for 
the conduct of the miſguided, —- whence is it, 
that the world is not more Jealous of your office? 
How often muſt: ye repeat it, „That ſuch a 
one's doing ſo or ſo is not ſufficient evidence 
by itſelf to overthrow the accuſed? That our 
actions ſtand ſurrounded with a thouſand circum- 
ſtances which do not preſent themſelves at - firſt 
ſight; that the firſt ſprings and motives. which 
impelt'd the unfortunate, lie deeper ſtill ; — and 
that of the millions which every hour are ar- 
raign'd, thouſands! of them may have -erred 
merely from the head, and been actually outwit- 
ted into evil; and even when from the heart, 
that the difficulties and temptations under which 
they wel er 2 on 785 erer che ſuit- 


Sack * 1¹ 7 0 9 4 
ry o F the Berite md ts Coneubine '# ſer ond 3 
the 7 7 "and as the Scripture has left us a 
lend of comment upon it, e © Rory on on which 
the Heart cannot be at f hot for" whit te ſay; or 
the imagination for” why to fopy — 5. , 
Ser s, Humanity may fay too'r 
Aud it cam: m Walt it" 
1% img ir ful, that- 4 r. | 


en the fide of Mont Feri, ee ; W's 
: Concubine. FEET. SO SEED l ESE 63 

3 N thou father of the banal if 
be Mig + ye Abraham, the 
Go p of Late and Jaeh, blefs 10 often the led 
of ſack intercourfes; n promile to meleiply aud | 
make prinees come ont them? ; 
Son ea diſpenſe with His Own Jaw bete | 
cordingly we find the holieſt of the patri 2 
an &thetv'in Seriprare whoſe gester ated oft 
unto Gov; acm themſelves as welt as 
they eval te the diſperſation : that Alrehain bad 
Hagar; that Jacob] beſide#” his two wives Rav 
heel and 1. H; took alſo ut Him Bilpah ad | 
Bilhab, frem hem manycof the tribes de 1 
ed: de David had ſeven wives Held ten cbn⁴e l-. 
bines; Rehbboatn ſi ixty; and that, in whatever” 1 
caſes it" became reprodchable, ie" ſented nde o 
moch the thing itſelf," as che abu of it wiel 
made it ſd; this s rembarkabie in that! of Sols 
mon, whoſe” erben 1 n ee upbn 
Vor. IV. NM 
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. imports'a w 


Wie deluged te So e "hom 
Ky by ſome, amends for thy bad practice, by: thy 
good prraching, Nhat had become of these !—— 
three hundred hüt, let. as turn aſſlen Na 
hee, from ſo bad ar ſtumbling lol.... 
„The Levite had ut one. be Hebrew. w. word 
n A , £oncubine,,. or a wife a con- 
cubine, to diſtinguiſn her from the mare infg- 
mous ſpecies, who came unden the roofs of (the 
licentious without, principle. Ou a notators ten 
s, that;jn, Jewiſh arconomichs," theſe, differ'd.little; - 
from the 15 Except in fome, out ward! ceremo-. 
1 pulatiops, but agreed with ber in all) 
the true ede of marriage, and gave them 
ſelves up to the huſband, (for. o he is.calld). with. | 


 faikhy plighted; wirke, ſentiments, and ah. affec- 
| tion... 1629184 911 Ir Hs 111 oy 971) ben Hob 1113 105 
Such a one the e Levite wanted] to ſhare, his o- 

lIitude,; hat uncomfortable. blank in the 
heart in ſuch Aa Gtuation;, for notwithſtanding all: | 
we: meet with, in books, in many of which, no 
doubt, there are a good many handſome things . 
ſaid upon . ſweets of retirement, & ;:'<. Me. 
Yet ſtill, “ it it not gend For, man ta + ate? 
nor can all which the cold-hearted, Ppedant uns- 
our ears with upon the fobject, ever give one an- 
ſwer of ſatisfaction to the mind; in the midſt of 
the loudeſt vauntings of philoſophy, Nature will 
| Ive dere eg for ſociety and keene. A 
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80 | 
the beſt p n aft bur 1 d, ureit 
„ ſuffer moſt alen ng anion: 2s 


2 e eee 5 


wiſe and religious, but let me be Man: where 
ever thy Providence places me, or whatever be 
panion)in my journey, be it on to remark to, 


Alas l with bitter Rerbs, Bkethis paſſover, f. ﬀ it 
the Levite eat them: for as they thus walked the 
path of liſe together; ſſre wantonly turned 


into another, and fed from him o vant. bawui * 


It is the mild and quiet half of the world, h 


are e generall Fer v pr borne: down by the 


other half it : but int this. they Have the ad- 


ge.; Whatever be the ſenſe of their | wrotigs, ; 
their forgiveneſs, as it does in the 'breaſlwvofcrchV 
fierce: and froward : we mould afl of us, I ber 

lieve, be more forgiving than we are woüldthe 


chat pride ſtands not ſo watehful a centine 


world but give us leave; but it is apt to inter- 


poſe its ul offfces in remiſſions, eſpecially ofrthis 


kind: the truth is, it has its laws, 40 — 


heart is not always *a party and as * 'ſntikeat?. 
unfeeling engine in all caſes without diftioRtion?? - 
T. ettleck | 
humanity: to bear up wee ite A - Du Oαu¹auᷓ̃⸗ 


that it requires al the firmneſs ofthe 


id Monk feel heaven co nor | les 1 


our madoves lengthen as the ſun goes downg 
to ohm f may ſay, How freſh is the fac of 
ture] How ſweet the flowers od the field n 
delicious are theſe fruits. in 4s, 


'Þtake to get to thee; give me ſome com- 


timents of his abs ben abe W og Menz 
much matter for ple ad be „ and many an eb: 
raſſing accoum on all Aden t in n periad ot four 
rnhole months, every paffon would take its em- 
pire by turns; and in the ebb; and flows. of the 
leſs unfriandhy ones, Px V would find ſome mo- 
ments to be heard, RELIGION berfelf weuld not 
be ſilent, ChaR rr would bave much to ſay; 
and thus attuned, every object he beheld on the 
bardens.af, dont Ephraim, mmol grot andgfave 
former nds fans awakih. an. advocate_ in has 
behalf, more powerful than them all. 

4 1 grant—— I grant it all,“ he would „ 
«. 2tis foul | tis faithleſs 1: but, Why is the door 
Hof merey to be ſhut fer ever againſt it? and, 
Hb in it to be the only ſad crime that the 1n- 
jured may nat rerait, or teaſon. or imagina- 
non paſs aver without a ſcar? Is it the an-: 
4 eſtꝰ In what catalogue of human offences is 
it ſo marked? Or, is it, that of "4: wa 
dia a blow moſt grie vous to he endured? ro 
the heart: cries. out, It is ſo: but let me aſt 
my an, What paſſions are they which gave 
4 edge and force to this weapon which has ſtruck 

me? and, whether it is not my wn pride, as 
% much as my virtues, Which at this mament 
excite the greateſt part of that intolerable an- 
J guiſh in the wound which I, am laying; to her 
* tes But merciful heaven J was it other 
«wiſe, Mhy is an unhappy; creature. of thing. to 
$-be., pevecured: by me with, ſo much cruel re- 
«© venge and rancorons deſpite aa my fink. tran- 
4: (part ana Pt, _—_ ane cxpapuatines 7 
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ite, who offers up ſo vip” e 
bees o thee; for” the trunſyrefioits/'of 'th 
pes n dahin A ee aft bnorgd a 
4 But 10 ue g. be Wosnd add Base 

1 at thy altar, here my eee d. 
„e ſoe for fl bad LT not learned le praene 
nh it. en enn GOL INS: W nd, 

Place: And Hap | 
heart of may tian whe ents think 
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y unkind 6 erer? 
ren the vpbraidings ofthe e ee 
Are ſweet: 1 hir de ftrivings'sf the fie 
eee ee 


mw be «tant and n back or, How 


haye a heart open to, apy, inapreſſions, hut. thoſe 
| mentioned in the text. That when he, f whim, he 
Moiced ti meet: him; urged his; ſta from 
day, with that mot irreſiſtible of allinvitations, 
 Gomfers her, and tre lets as 
. thine Jones marry? 9" 9 01 Toy 
111 Mercy and Truth, thus met together, in ſet- 
ting this account, Love, would ſurely be of the 
pda est, great, 4 power! \ cementing 

hat has been broken, and wiping qut wrongs 
even. Fromithe, memory  itlelf f: and ſo it was, for 
the. Levite aroſe up, and with, him his Concubine 
and his ſervant, and they departed. 

It ſerves no purpoſe to purſue the 7 55 
ther the cataſtrophe. is horrid and Aae lead 
us beyond the particular purpoſe for which I have 
enlarged upon thus much of. it, and that is, to 
diſcredit raſh judgment, and illuſtrate from the 
manner of conducting this drama, the courteſy 
which the dramatis perſane of every other piece, 
may have a right to, Almoſt one half of our 
time is ſpent in telling and bearing evil of one 


this ſtage, and every hour brings forth ſomething 
ſtrange and terrible to. fill: up Out diſcourſe. and 
aur aſtoniſhment, «© How people can be ſo fool: 
iſh ; and 'tis well if the compliment ends there: 
; ſo that there is not a ſocial virtue for which there 
is ſo conſtant a demand or, conſequently, ſo 
Nn worth cultivating, - as that which oppoſes 
th unfriendly. current many and rapid. are 
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ground ſufficient „e Suſpicion 100 draus. up: the 
libel, for Molice to grre the torture," ar xath 


A third way is, when the fads which N 
miſcandu@, are leſs diſputable, but ate com- 
mented upon with an aſperity of cenſure, which 
2 humane or a gracious temper | quld 


for and (looks ſ like: virtue in hs 
face, that/ip- a ſermon againſt raſh- judgment, it 
would be - - unſeaſonable to call it in quicſtion'z 
and yet, I declare, in the fulleſt torrent of ex- 
cp which the guilty can deſerve; that 
tro ae, W ho made me+to- dif- 
fer: why was nod I an example would touch 
| my heart more, and give me a: better earneſt of 
the commentators, than the moſt pe · 
riod you could add. The puni 5 1 
unhappy, L fear, is er -withaut it; and were 
it not, tis piteous, the tongue of a Chriſtian, 
whoſe religion is all candour and courtefy, ſhould 
be made the executioner- We find in the diſ- 
gourſe between Ahtaham and the rich tho? 
the one was im heaven, and the othet in hell, 
yet ſtill tha patriarch treated him with mild lan. 
guage: San ] dan, remombir\ thut tba in thy i 
tie, &. &. and in the Acute about 
bady of Maſes between the. A che 
devil, (hintſelf, St: Jude tells un, de duft not : 
bring 82; railing accuſation-: him z was - 
RL ee ph; indeed ig 
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. moſt pen at it. V 15 agile = a - mM 
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_—_ inlet to this evil, and that is, the deſire 
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dome vile relation, whom all the family. is 
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ter companies. Whatever: be the degree of * 17 
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| judge germ peg and\ 

whence was it to be wrung — 4 

of a diſeiple of che cat el ure en. ho left no- 

thing to- his follow p erty and ſufferings. PP 
And was this Felix 1: great, the noble Fe- 

— the W Felix : 
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been aecuſed before Fel 

grievous'crimes,— 

' a mover of ſeditions, and a 27 — of the tem- 
ple, Sec. To which accuſations, the apoſtle 

y from Pein io roply, he make hie 
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efence thn the rath 88 22d _ to this EE 
4 purport.) He ſhews him firſt, that the whole 
was deſtitute: of all proof; which he 
hallenges them to produce againſt him, 
e Of tech ef Car re 
far from being the man, 'Tertullus had repreſent- 
ed, that the very principles of the religion with 
which he then ſtood charged, and which they 
called hereſy, led him to: be the maſt unexcepti- 
onable in his conduct, by tlie continual exerciſe 
which it demanded of him, of having a conſci- 
ence void of offence at all times, both towards 
Gop and man; that conſiſtently with this, his 
adverſarfes Fad neither fbund hinv in the temple + 
diſputing wick any man, neither raiſing wp the 
people, neither in the ſynagogue, or in the city, 
for this he appeals to themſelves :—that it was 
but twelve days ſince he came up to Jeruſalem. 
for to worſhip ;—het during that time, whenhe: | 
purified in the temple, he did it as became bin), 
without noiſe, without tumult f this he calls upon 
the lews Who game from Alia. and were eye- 
Vitgeſſes of his behavious,. to atteſt 3 and, in a 
word, be, urge the who Ado tare ee 
in ſo ſtrong a manner, and with ſueh plain and: 
| natural arguments: of his in | 388 gl 
colour for his adverſaries to rep | 
ere ir yak ai one eren 14 
| bare thy: , oe, Terzullns “ roll - 
charge: a. more botable orator: — io riſen- 
8 and. that too, in the. moſt. 
fetal place for the priſoner it could has taken 
eee nh Nen of. the: .. n. 
H Peli believed Paul inen cant; and ated — bh 
r at re. 
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ed itz the heart gave its conſent Het, at de 1 
ſame time, the paſſion rebelled,-and ſo ſtrong an 
intereſt was for ed thereby, againſt: the firſt im A 
Hons" in favour of the. man and his'c aſe, that 8 


both were diſmiſſed; the ; 
mant hearing, which never emen de et to i 
the hardſhips of 6 priſon for two u | 


1; boping; as the text informs us, that monty 
Z n been given him; and even at the laſt. 

when he left the province, v A 10 do the 1 
e pleaſure, that to ſerve his 
in ariatber ſhape with all the — 1 
mind, that he had done nothing worthy of bonds, 
be, nevertheleſs, left the holy man bound, and 
. conligned over to the hopeleſs — of e 
eee 17 
which be had x nge! W left him. 9: 01M: _ : nl 


| vt naturally. cruel S kl tlrt chore nnd) locks. j 
been a mixture of other motive in 


— — grounds 
ſuppoſition. It ſeems that Druſiſta, whoſe 3 
oſtty, upan a double account, had led her „e beer 
Paul or ſhe was a daughter of braham as 


a7 key and — any — — law as A 
_ Juſtify a divorce, bad given herſelf up without 
ceremony to Felix; for which cauſe tho“ ſhe s 
here called his wife, ſhe was. in reaſon and Juſtipe = 

the wife of another man, and bonſequently Rye | 
in an open ſtate of adultery. Sò that when Pal 
in explainlug the faith of CHRIS, took Socaſion 
to argue upon the — of the goſpel, and 
urged the eternal laws of Juſtice, - the unchange- 
able obligations to temperance, of u hie chaſtity 
was a branch, it / was ſcarce poſſiblè to frame his 
diſcourſe ſo, (had: he wifhed to temporize) but 


tthat either her intereſt or her love muſt have tak · 


en offence: and tho? we do not read like Felix, 
that ſhe trembled at the account; tis natural to 
imagine ſhe was affected with other paſſions, of 
which the apoſtie might feel the effekts and 
etwas well be ſuffered 5 no more, if to ſuch vio- 
ent enemies as laſt een were combined 
n him. nagen bil 97h $6703: ee 5 
Baut this, by the way, — bor as the text ſeems. 
| only to acknowledge one of | theſe: nen, it is 

not our buſineſs to aſſign the other. 

. It is obſervable, that this * peak: 
ing, in his 8 tke ill effects 

of this ſame ruling: paſſion, aſſirms, that it is the - 
eoot-of all evil; wet 1-make:ne doubt but the re- 
membrance of his own ſufferings had no ſmall 
ſnare in the ſeverity of the reſſection.— Infinite 

| e 1 the love o' mon 


the fopdattol aſia other vices; and nera 
found, when there is either ambition, pr ig: 
kty or luſt, to be fed by it, that it then-rages 
ws a leaſt AT: and: vikretions/in-wdich 
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This forces: me to recall what 1 3 
covetouſneſs, as à vice not na urally elit, 
not apt to. repreſent itſelf to qur ĩmaginatianai at 
firſt ſight, under that. idea; we conſider +itz:only 


judging or doing what is right : but as it is a vice 


which dees not always fet up for itſelf, to knou- ; 
truly what it is in this reſpe@s. ve muſt know 


what maſters it ſerves ; they are many, and of 


various caſt and humours, and each one lends it 
. of its own kenia tint and char 
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| This, 133 may be the cauſe that there 
is a greater and more 

love of money, than in the darkeſt and moſt non 
1 problem that ever was pored on. 


- Even at | the; beſt, and: when khe paſſion ſeems 


to feek nothing more than its O.] Jm 
there is little very little, I fear, to be: ſaid for its 
humanity. It may be a ſport to the miſer, but 


whimſical myſtery in the 


a8. mean, - worthleſs. turn of; mind, incapable of 5 
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: Nee it muſt wa death and deſtruQion. to- 


obliga 


to friends - how faſt the 


ent this ſordid. humour begins 
= govern-fingwell all honeſt and natural affecti- 
ons I farewell al}; he owes to 3 to children, 
vaniſh l ſee l 


Ohe is now ſtripped. of. all dy artnet ou 


the ſhrill cry of Juſtice, and the * lamentati- 
on of humble diſtreſs, are not equally beyond 
his compaſs. Eternal Go 
one whom thou haſt juſt-braiſed,. wit the out, one-Peny 
ſive reflection: he enters the cabin of the wir 
dow whoſe huſband and child thou haſt ta 
N thyſelf, exacts his 
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nd, without a ſigh! Heaven! | 
if I am to be tempted, let it be by glorys by 
amdition, by ſome e and MAY 12 
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i a let it be n paſſion which. 
: thou haſt planted in my nature, whieh ſhall not 
1 my heart, but leave me r on een ; 
treat and come back to thee. e | 
| 4 would be eaſy here to add the common a 
ments which reaſen offers againſt this 4 50 Du 
ey ate ſo well een, wen ene 
orm, —it is needleſs. eee e 
I might eite to y adore 0 e upon — 
dur the eee is, that at e tee 
was writing againſt riches, he was enjoying-a 
\great eſtate, dragon very ries A een 5h 


eſtate Rill greater. Bang ms 
With inbnite den might a \ preacher enrich 
MeGifeourſsis this phicey by weaving! into I all 


the ſmart things, which ancient or modern wits 5 
have ſaic DING) love of _— —he i 
| inform vou, SO. at 54 5 TP 25 FL 
eee That Poveny wants fore eh be 
* That a raifer ca eny de lad wy dans 
* Rebel as a ſick man has a fever, which hokds 
* and ty yrammizes over the man not he over it.” 
0 That covetouſneſs is the or of the foul,— 
« the: laſt viee ir parts wich“ 
That nature is content with few: things, — 
ö 10 U that nature is never ſarisffed at all, & c.“ 
The reflection of our Savtobn, That the lip 
of man con deb not in the abundance of the things 
aui ht poffeſſerh, ſpeaks more to the heart 
and the ſing hint of the Camel, and what a very 
narrow pa „ he fas to go, has more coercion 
in it, than all the ſee⸗ ſaws of pbiloſophy. 
I Fſhall endeavour therefore to draw fuch other 
refleQions frem this piece of ſacred ſtory, as are 
— hu fe, and more r to we: 


| of uſe. 
There 


| on 


things ; for in propostion as we think. Highly of 0 
thew, we approve: qurielvey to the wor 
38 we govern, ouzſelves by ſuch judgments, 
ecure our peace and well-being in paſſing th 


1 fatal, that there can be nathing more inſtfuc- 


rhon, which often appears ſo very grofs in us, 
that. were you to take a view of: the world, ſee 


what- notions It entertains, and by, what confitte- 
rations it is. yerned,—— you. would fay of the | 


miſtakes of human judgment, what the prop het 


1 ds 5 the folly of, FAR actions, The i | 


wife, to de evi b to fudge Tight 
„ Sx. hall . but to rage fen der 


That in many 2 0 and abfiraQted queltio ors af = 


mere. ſpeculation, we ſhould err—is not ſtrange : 
we live amoneſt; myſteries and, riddles, and: almoſt 
every thing which comes in our way, in one light 
ar ather, may be ſaid: ta baffle our underftand- 


ings, yet ſeldom ſa as. to miſtake. in extremities, ; 
and take one, contrary, for, another; "tis very. 


rare, for inſtance, that we take the virtue of 4 
plant to be hot, when it is extremely cold, or, 
that we try the experiment: of opium to keep, us 
| Waking; . et by we are. continually attempt- 

ing in the conduct of. lite, as, well ag in the LI 
ends.and. meaſures of it, \ That ſuch wrong 
terminatiqns-in, us, Fog not arife from any Lo 
ot judgment cg. 8 71 us,——would, 

reſſect N 


* 


/ 


it the falſe ſteps and miſcarriages in life, b 
om a defect ip this. capital 44 are fo; many. | 


FF. 
e than, an inquiry into the cauſes of this per. 


W ee 


n 
e * , 


1 21193 his Heart, u pri iht; 45 and the wu 


ſtances of his, ; fagacity in of peß things, abundants AE 


ly confirm it We are led therefore in courſe to 4 
5 ppoſition, fillt in all inconſiſtent inftances, there | 
is a ſecret bias, ſome. ho or other, hung upon 
the mind, which turns it aſide from reaſon and 
truth. i 

What this is, if we do not care to ſearch for v7, 
- it, in, ourſelves, we thall find it regiſtered in this 
tranſaction of Felix: and we may depend, that 
in all wrong judgments whatever, n ſuch plain 
cCaſes as this, that the ſame explanation muſt be 
given of it, Which is given in the text, namely, | 
that it is ſome ſelfiſh confideration—ſome ſecr i 


WJ u with ſome e . X a e 5 


wa je 


1 adn us, receive no "Talk 5 tincture 1 
our affections: we e conſult them in all 
doubtful points, and it happens well if the matter 
in queſtion 1 is not almoſt ſettled, before the arbi- 5 
trator is called 1 into the debate; but in the more 
flagrant inſtances, Where the þaffions govern the 
whole man, tis melancholy” to fee. the office to. | 
which reaſon, the great. prerogative | of his nature, 
is reduced; ſerving the lower appetites in the 
diſhoneſt drugery of finding out 5 to : 
juſtify the preſent purſuit. 

1 Judge rightly of our own worth, we mould 
retire a little from the world, to ſee all its plea- 
ſures——and pains tod, in their proper ſize and 
dimenſions; this, no doubt, was the reafon St. 
Paul, when he intended to convert Felix, began | 
his diſcourſe upon the day of Judgment, on pur- 
poſe to take the heart off from this world and its 
Werker, which diſhonour, t the nc . 
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you will og Len en bees As 
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0 ſeng divided che Chriſtian world, And are 
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890 Conſider popery well; yo 
that the trueſt dehifition which can be given of it, 
is, That it is a pecuniary ſyſtem, | well contrived: 
to operate upon men's paſſio 
whilſt their po 
all the points of difference between us, Land 
hen you ſee, that in every one of them, they 
ſer ve the ſame end which Felix had in view, ei- 
ther of one) or power 3 there is little room left 
to doubt whenic e the cloud ariſes? v * is read 

er eee eee e e Fad Pers 

Ik this feaſoning is PODS iti ard to 
thoſe who merely | differ from us in 2 let 
us try if it will not hold good with regard to 
oe who. Have none at * or rather, Who 


affect to treat all perſiaſionns of it, with ridicule” 


alike. Thanks to good ſenſe, 
and a more enlarged knowledge, 
going down, and ſeems to be fettig at preſent, 
chiefly amongſt the inferior. claſſes of people 
where it is Hkely to reſt: as for the loweſt ranks, 
tho” they are apt enough to follow the modes of 
their betters, yet are not likely to be ſtruck with 
this one, of making merry with that which is 


res manners, 
5 s 


their conſolation.; they are too ſerious à ſet of 


poor people ever heartily to enter into it. 
There is enough, however, of it in the world 
to ſay, that this all ſacred ſyſtem, which holds 
the world in harmony and peace is too often 
the firſt W that the . and inconſide- 


. rate 


nnfons,” Which "have 3 


v to dieide it for ever. FO 221090 See eee, 
u will be convinced, 3 


ions atid weakneſs, 
ets Pare! Palit Hyg through. 


hamoar i is 


_*- > ' 
4 ö 
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SR. a. py, to os an e OR 
| wits upon. Now, of the numbers who make 
this e 6 90. * 
thouſand does; it from conviction, or from ar- 
L nd which a, courſe. of ſtudp,. much c 
oning, and 2 ſober: inquiry into antiquity, 
od the true merits of the queſtion, has fur F- 
bim with? The years and way of life of the 
moſt forward of th . 85 e, Uk to een ex- 
Planation, 8 
Religion which Jays 0 * refiraints upon 
us, is a troubleſome companion to thoſe: who will 
lay no reſtraints upon themfelves ; and, for this 
reaſon there is. nothing more common to be ob- 
ſerved, than that the little arguments and cavils, 
which ſuch men have gathered up againſt it, in 
te early part of their lives, how conſiderable 
ſoever they may have ap nd when viewed, 
through their paſſions and prejudices, which give 
an unnatural turn to all objects, yet, when, 
the edge of appetite has been worn down; and the 
heat of the purſuit pretty well over, and.reaſon, 


*.4 


| andud nent have got poſſeſſion of their eng- 
FF They ſellom fal f by the 0 
| — e all o r ing e 
| ſheep back to his fold. 3 ing 


| Now Gop ring wall ore” Amen, | 
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« A certain man, ſays our SAviouR, had 
<c two ſons, and the younger of them ſaid to his 
„ father, Give me the portion of goods which 
ce falls to me: and he divided unto them his ſub- 
« ſtance. And not many days after, the young - 
4 er ſon gathered all to derb and took his jour-- 
% ney into a far country, and there waſted his 
ce ſubſtance with riotous living.“ ; 

The account is ſhort : the intereſting and. pa- 
thetic paſſages with which ſuch a tranſaction 
would be neceſſarily conne Sed, are left to be 
ſupplied by the 3 the ſtory is ſilent but 
nature is not: much kind advice, and many a 
tender expoſtulation would fall from the TORT. 8 
lips, no doubt, upon this occaſion. 

He wottld diſſuaqe his ſon from the ol of ſo 
raſh an enterprize, by ſhewing him the ers 
of the journey, the inexperience of his uge, 
the hazards of his life, his fortune, his virtue would 
run, without a guide, without a friend.: he 
would tell him of the many ſnares and tempratiy 
ons which he had to avoid, or encounter at ever 
ſtep, the pleaſures which would foölicit Him" 1 
every luxurious court, the little knowledge he 
could gain except chat of evil; he would ſpeak” : 
of the ſeductions of women, their charms, 
their poiſons :: : what "helpleſs indulgences he 
might give way to, when far from reſtfaint, and 
the check of the giving his father pan. WW 

The diſſuaſive would but inflame' his deſi re. 8. n 

' He gathers all together 
I ſee the picture of bis departure de 
camels and aſſes loaden With his fubſtance, 
rached on one ſide of the piece, and already on 
their way: the prodigal ſon ſtanding on the fore · 


e with a forced engl, ſtruggling _ 
F424 813 £ I 


— 


a 


om wel at's 8 eiter brother 
| Hie Band, as if unwillin ig to let it go: the fa- 
ther, ——ſad moment ! with a firm look, cover- 
ing a prophetic ſentiment,” “ that all would not go 
„ well with his child approaching to em- 
| "brace him, and bid him ad eu. Poor inconfidet- 
ate youth] From whoſe arms art thou flying? 
From what a ſhelter art thou going forth into the a 
5 ſtorm Art thou weary of à father's affection, of. 
a father's care? or, Hopeſt thou to find a warmer 
intereſt, a truer counſellor, or a kinder friend in a 
land of ſtrangers, Where youth is made a prey, 
and ſo many thouſands are a to Wige 
them,” and live by their ſpoils.” 2 of 
We will ſeek no further than this idea, fol ſe 
by ravagancies by which the prodigal ſon added 
one unhappy example to the number: his fortune 
waſted, the followers of it fled in courſe,” the | 
wants of nature remain, — —the hand of Gol 
gone forth againſt him, —— | 
ent all, a mighty famine aroſe in nr. 
Jeaven } have pity upon The'Euk; for be Is in 
| g and Gates, ſtrayed out of the reach of a 
parent, who counts every hHouf of his abſence 
with anguiſh, cut off from all his tender offices, 
by his folly, and from relief . from 
others, by the ealamity of the tine. 
Votking fo powerfully calls home the mind às 
diſtreſs: the tenſe fibre then relaxes, tlie foul 
retires to itſelf, ſits penſide and ſuſceptible of 
right imp refffons : if we have 4 friend, tis thßen 


we think of him; + if a benetaQtor, at Kae . OE, 


ment all his kindneſſes preſs upen our mind. 
Gracious and bountiful God 1 Is it not for*this, . 
that they uh in their proſperity forget thee, do 
Vet remember and retur fo, the in wee hear 
W N . 


1 
| 
| 


upon 9 can we think but | 


5 A bes 5 is in 1 TY 
her, who knoweſt 
our.neceffities afar of, putteſt all our tears/in thy 
bottle, feeſt every careful thought, heareſt ever 
* and melancholy groan we utter. 

Strange that we ſhould only begin to binn 
of Gov with comfort, When with j Joy and. com + 
fort We can think of nothing elſe. e | 
Man ſurely is a compound of riddles prot fi con- 
ws dan by 8 17 law. of his nature he 285 
pain, and yet unleſi be ſuffers in the. fleſh, 
not ceaſe from fin, tho! 1025 ſure to (oo pain _ 


| thn 7 Who 6 wil 


| miſe ery upon his head for ever. 


Whilſt all went pleaſurably on with the prodi- | 
gal, we hear not one word concerning his 
OG, no pang . of remorſe for the ſufferings f in 
which he had left him, or reſolution of returning, 
to make up the account of his folly: his firſt hour 
of diſtreſs, ſeemed to be his firſt hour of wiſdom: 
—— When be came to . ſaid, Hor many 
hired. ſervants. of my. father ' have. bread. e. 
and to ſdare, whilſt I periſb aer 6 AR 5 

Of all the terrors 105 nature, that 7 one. Jane 
another. dying by hunger, is the greateſt, and 
it is wiſely wove into our frame to awaken man to- 
induſtry, and call forth his talents; and tho“ we 
ſeem to go on careleſsly, ſporting with it as we do 
with other terrors r- yet, he that ſees this ene - 
my fairly, and in his moſt frightful ſhape, will 
need no long remonſtrance, to make n; et 
of the way to avoid him. 

It was the caſe of the prodi he aroſe to 


£0 unto his father. 


Ales | How ſhall he tell big 8 
who have trod this round, tell me in what words 
de ſhall give in to his ben thi my wa of . 5 


n ane W + en Rat ang; 


1 
2 
—— vu 
i " , 8 17 


— 


who had fled off with it to the C 
whore of Babylon had ſwallowed: hin beſt pearl, 
and anointed the whole city with. kis balm of 


Whole cities in the eaſt 
rarities, and of | 


their chariots, their horſes, their cee thei 55 
. „ they: had devour- 
ed | what expeAations from." ſtrangers" of-.con 


of e eee 


how. magnificent | their ſlaves, how 


niture, what immenſe fi 


Aer | whit ene! ene 
How ſhall the youth Wann hie Poet ah 


bend, that he was cheated at Damaſeus by 
one of the beſt men in the world ; that he had 


lent a 


part of his ſubſtance to a friend at Nineveh, 


Gilead; that he had been ſold by a man 


nour for twenty ſhekels of filver, to a worker i In 
graven images; that the wn”, or} 8. hay, _ | 


chaſed had profited: him nothing 


could not be tranſported acroſs the y den ne eſs, 15 
had been burnt with fire at — ha 2 ron 3 
* and peacocks, which he had ſent for from 
Tharſis, lay dead upon his hands; and that 
the mummies had not been dead long enough 


which had been brought him out of Egypt: the 


all had gone malen fa- 
ther's houſe. ind 0 UA" 
5 Lee the ſtory — will be told mor: 


words—he « fl upon bi ho ye biſed bi. 


* | 3 N. 17 5 Fe BI % 3 ee 


I i Eile $16: n 


e Gel u . 


ks to > dre en. the 


3 char 


it in thres- 


the flute, the ye - the/ ſack-but,. and of all 1 
kinds of muſick the dreſs. 6f the Ferſiar — 


F as fs — 45 as when it gte — with: nature, 
and che culprit is a child ſtrayed from his duty, 

2 and returned to it again with tears: Caſuiſts may 
ſettle the point as they will: But what could a 
parent ſee more in the account, than the natural 


Fumitten with firong . ſenſations. of pleaſures, and 
ſuffered to ſally forth unarm'd in the WR of 
enemies ſtronger than himſelf ? 62 2 
Generoſity ſorrows as ds 155 the over- 
matched, as pity herſelf does. Mus 
The idea of a ſon fo ruined,” would double the 
Father s careſſes; every effuſſion of his tender- 
neſs would add bitterneſs to his ſon's remorſe, ——. 
«Gracious heaven | what a folks havel render- 
« ed miſerable +: 5 
An he ſaid, I have | fined anidald 1 . 
in 1 thy fight, and « am no more worthy to be called * 
s... 
But the father faid, 3 v Forth hs bet 3 3 
O ye affections! How fondly do you play at 
e with each other ?——""Tis the na- 
tural dialogue of true tranſport : joy is not me- 
thodical; and where an offender, beloved, over- 
charges itſelf in the offence, words are too 
= : ol} and a Cconciliated heart replies by tokens of 
| eſteem. pb 
BK And he ſaid u unte Fre ſervants, Bring forth the 
beſt robe and put it on him; and put a ring on his 
Sand and ſhoes on bis feet, and bring” hither - the 
= 10 calf, and let us eat and drin and be merry. 
3 When the affections ſo kindly break looſe, Joy 
5 Is another name for Religion. | 
1 We lock up as we taſte it: the cold Stoick 
8 without 8 when he hears the dancing and the fa 


tt means? I enter 170 1 
e "given 72 4 N 10 was dend - oj 
0 of ain, tolo was 2M und 1s" f und. 
ne ite, light 110 the pavilion Sls: da: 
fire ; and parental love, and list piery dead in A 
the Wy H de and wild feſtieity Was Mot 1 
for this that God gave man mulick to ſtrike apo! 
the kindly x afſions.; that nature taught the * wr. . 27 
to dance to its tmovetnenits; and as chief governeſs 
of the feaſt poured Tore wine into the goblet, bd. 
crown it i gladnefs ? ? „ lf 
Xn The 9 5 f his ly E is 4 | 
the dccaſton of it, "that it men eccih 2 
: Plex * with ang tedious explanations'1 ies 


Sende el e who ane erte op © 
our” Saviour's Conduct, for entering o bean Lo 
Into. conferences with ſinners, in "order to reclaim —&  } 
» os,” a. ew 2 A > Ye Ke propoſes: the para He 8 
the. the epherd, who. left his ninety and wan ſheep - 
thi were Tafe' im the fokl;'to go and feet fot one 
b that was: gone aſtray, telling them in other 
Places}: that they who- were whole: wa nte inet a 
phyſician, they that were ſick: and here, . 1 
to earty” on the fame leſſon, and to prove how 
aceeptable ſuch a recovery Was to Gop, he 5 4 1 . 
this n the p Odig; me 


for and his: woke m 


ot, prion: STO a BY nf eien 34175 To $191; 


"ranifeſthyi the more * > f the Jews, who. 
| 4 5: 505 cavied.. 


| bac 36g 9 85 "led. qu 0 nd. {many t | 
after the e See 11 he had tage: 


things, 175 5 is the kame, or at ads 15 ſiſter paſ- 
ſion to it, ſeems wove into the frame of eve- 
ry ſon and daughter of Adam; we uſually ſpeak 


of it ad one of nature's levities, thoꝰ planted with. 
in us for the ſolid pur oſes of catrying forwards 
the mind to freſh. inguicy and knowledge: trip 
us of it, the mind. (I feat) would 'doze for ever 
over the preſent page: and 
reſt at eaſe with ſuch. object as preſented them 
ſelves in the pariſn bf Province-. where we feſt 
Grow. out breath ::11. 112] flv Srodaa at. 
It is to this ſpur, whichjs aver on our ſides, that 
we owe the impatience ofthis . trayelligg: 
the paſſion is he wa bad but as others. ae, 


in its miſmanagement ot exceſs; order it right, 


the advantages are worth the purſuit; -the chief of- 
which are to 0 the languagers, wi 175 
and cuſtoms, and underſtand 
intereſt of other nations, to acquire an 
ty and confidence of, dete e dee mind 
ore eably, for converſation ! and, 

ine us out of the cp 


als 


and by ſhewing us gew 'objeQs,: or old ones in 
ne lights ; 6 reform eur judgment by -4 
F 0 bun 27011 Aton 2111 es PO 
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„if the ſcene painted of the prodigal in his. 
N looks more like a copy than an orig inal, . 
— Wil. it not be well if ſuch an adventurer,. 
with ſo unpromiſing a ſetting. out, —without 
carte, without compaſs, be net caſt away 
for ever, and may he not be ſaid 10 eſdape 
well —if he returns 4% l mne, only. as 
naked, as he firſt left it ad 10-146 wad 


But you will ſend an able pilot 15 ur ſ 


2 nne ſpeak in gies other language, but 
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een e if he is ſuch as my eyes 
have ſeen ſome broken | Swiſs" valet" e ee 
Lſſome general undertaker, who will perform 
the journey in ſo many months I Go: PER- 
Mir, much knowledge will not accrue” 3. 
ſome profit at leaſt, he will learn the amount 
to a halfpenny,” of every | ſtage from ve to 
Nome; be will be carried to the beſt ins. 
inſtructed where there is the beſt wink; and fi 
a livre cheaper, than if the youth had been = 
to make the tour and the bargain himſelf. - Lock 
at our governor! I beſeech you —ſee, he' is 
inch taller as he relates the advantage 
And here endeth his eh, Tis" nowledge 
abd his uſel 2 4 nel 5 
But when your ſon gets abroa he wiltbe ta- 
ken out of his hand, by bis ſociety with men of 
ra and letters 
7 50 part of his time. 
Ler me obferve in the firſt place, er com- 
pany which is really good, is very rare and very 
ne you have furmounted this difficulty ; an ali 
procured fim the beſt letters of recommendation to. 
te moſt eminent and reſpectable i in eyetry capital. 
And L anſwer, that he will obtain all by them, 
which courteſy friftly ſtands obliged to TY, on 
fich occaſions, but no mor 
w There is nothing in which we are fo mu hide 
Eived;! as in the advantages propoſed from dur 
connections and diſcourſe with the terati; &, in 
foreign parts; eſpecially if the een is made 


before we are matured by years or ſtudy.” 
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2 drops at once: and this is the reaſon, .how- 
| . ever it may be boaſted to the contrary, why tra- .2 

vellers have ſo little (eſpecially good) converſation 

with natives, owing to their ſuſpicion, or perhaps } 

conviction, that there is nothing to be extracted M 

from the converſation of young itinerants, worth E 

the trouble of their bad language or the interu - 

tion of their viſits. — 6. 

ai 58 theſe occaſions is alually recipro- 1 

1 conſequence of which is, that the di- H | 

appointed No ſeeks an eaſier ſociety ; and as © 


bad company is always ready, and ever lying in q 
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" prodigal returns the ſame OR of oo ale with the |; 
ES 7: proviggt in the gaſp. EIN MPR 3 
SERMON 


— 


— 


—— — 


„ 


ny 


e » 


Wo 


at) 


„* 
444 


* 


2 


11 
44 


— 
8 


190 f 


128 


ah 


0 


A — 
** 


1 


— 


7 
z & 
44 


* 


A 
7 


— — 7s 


= — 


＋ 


and the Lord 1 brought us out © 


1 N — 12 * 
N R * 1 * | 
d. 7 PIE of, 
, n 2 js * 
W 7. 5 * £ Wo. = 5 
22 
5 8 
” * 
* 4 CF: 2 s $ ET 8 
Þ 9 * 3 1 8 4 y 3 ; 
5 8 8 8 % — + gt * 1 
: « 


"What n mein hs Sn þ bad the bs As and 
the 0 7 eme which the Lord our God hath. 


mighty hand. Sn, 


* 4 — L 

= 5 * 5 A, N © * 3 
2 7 S 2 . 

33 i . 0 FE * 5 * 2: 


give — 
become ignorant, or unmindful of the many and 
mercies which Gop had vouchſafed to thei 
forefathers; all which had terminated | in that one 
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chat che direQicn ſhould be Hey for the next 


generation, for the children of thoſe WhO had 


been eye-witneſſes of Gop's Providences: it 
does not ſeem likely that any of them ſhould ar- 
rive to that age of reaſoning, which would put 
upon aſking the ſuppoſed queſtion, and not 
ler 
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Every parent would tell his child the kardſhips of or 
his captivity, and the amazing particulars of his 
deliverance : the ſtory was ſo uncommon, ſo full 
of wonder, and withal, the recital of it would 
ever be a matter of ſuch tranſport,/ it could not 
Poſſibly be kept a ſecret : the piety and gratitude 
of one generation would anticipate the curioſity 
of another ; their ſons would learn the 9 
with their language. 1. 
This probably might be the caſe with 
or ſecond race of people, bit in pr W of time, 
things might take a different turn a long and 
_ undiſturbed poſleffion of their liberties, "night 
_ blunt the ſenſe of thoſe providences of Gop, 
which had procured them, and ſet che remem- 
brance of all his mercies, at too great a diſtancdsde 
from their hearts. After they had for ſome years 
Jon. eaſed. of every real burden, an exceſs of 
freedom might make them reſtleſs under every 
imaginary one, and amongſt others that of their 
religion: from thence they might ſeek! occaſioen 
to inquire into the foundation . fitneſs of it its 
ceremonies, its ſtatutes, and its judgments. ' 
They might aſk, What meant ſo many com- 
Abe in matters which to them appeared indif- 
ferent in their own-natures ? What policy in or- 
daining them? and, What obligation could there 
lie upon reaſonable creatures, to comply "mth i 
multitude of ſuch unaccountable injur mEtions, ſo 
unworthy the wiſdom. of G 1 11 
Hereafter, poſſibly they might go N 
lengths 3 and tho' their natural bent was general- 
1y towards ſuperſtition, yet ſome adventurers, as 
is ever the caſe, might ſteer. for the oppoſite 
erer and as they e miput Mienen that 


in, no doubt, to amu 


to this talent: as arguments and ſober reaſon- 


try upon many ſacred paſſages 
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them in ſuch a Kate of darkneſs 28 
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able in. itſelf, yet it was a piece of in- 
telligence they did not ſtand in want of 5, men 
bad natural; er, always to have Leer it out, 
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Some wanton; liraelite, pe bs had eaten l 
was full, might give free ſcope and indulgence 


ing failed, he might turn the edge of his wit 
age types and ſymbols, and treat all the my- 
ſteries of his religion, and every thing that cod 
be ſaid upon fo ſerious a ſubje&, with e 


mirth: he might give vent to a world of 


might banter the golden calf, or the brazen ſer- 
mow? with, nt ha * on confound e in 


ions, were 10 many 
different wheels in the ſame political dN _ 


arrive at 9 alto in religious. con- 


of his law: de | 


bn Na quite worn Gut n im 
"yoke, and bleſſings began to multiply upon his 
hands, he might draw this curiqus concluſion, 
That there was no Being who was the author and 
beſtower of them, but that it was their own arm, 
and the mightineſs of Ir. 
had put them, and kept them 2 of. fo 
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delitiſn ſtrenth which 


much happineſs. 
O Moſes! How would thy megk and patient 


' ſpirit have been put to the torture by ſuch a re- 
turn? If a propenſity towards ſuperſtition in tlie 


Hraelites, did once betray thee into an exceſs df 


anger, that thou threweſt the two tables, out of 
thy hands, which Go p had wrote, and'carelefsly 


'hazardedft the whole treaſure of the world,. 
with what indignation and honeſt anguiſh wouldſt 
thou have heard the ſcoffings of thoſe who denied 


the hand which bee net them forth, and ſaid, 


Who is God, that we ſhould obey iis voice? 
With what force 410 1 'vivacity wouldft thou have 
reproached them with the hiſtory of their own 


nation: that if too free an enjoyment of Gov's 
bleſſings, had made them forget to look back- 


'wads, it was neceſſary to remind them, that their 
forefathers were Pharach's bondſmen in- Egypt, 


of their captivity had been fixed and rivetted by 


"a "ſucceffion of four hundred and thirty years, 
Without the inte rruption of one ſtruggle for their 
liberty: That after the expiration of that hope 


leſs period, hen no natural means favoured the 
event, they were ſnatched almoſt” 275 their 
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ect of deliveranc ; that the chains 3 | 


erde ne POL. 


hw Fe gg mr Th - prod ce 6f, change or 
fortune, or Was it projectec eee by ay 
atchieveme it: or plan of hum: 1 ; | 
might ſoon again be defeated; by ſups 
or policy from without, or from — 
dents from within, from change 8 5 
humours and paſſions of men, all which generally 
had a ſway in the riſe and fall of kingdom, 
Ei that all was brought about by the power ind 
one of Gop, who! ſaw and pitied the 1 
1 Ritions of a diſtreſſed people, and by a chain of 
great and mighty deliverances, ſet them free . 1 
the ycke pf oppreſſſon d bo my hath 
„hat ſince that miraculous grape, ſeries “. 
ſucceſſes not to be accounted for by ſecond eauſes, 
and the natural egurſe of events, had demonſtra- 
ted not only Go 078) providence in general, but 
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all your y RNS had. beeu-foin unte ger. 
And here let us drop the argument, as it re- 
ſpects the Jews, and for a moment turn it to- 
wards ourſelves : the preſent occaſion, and the 
recollection which is natural upon it, of the many | 
other parts of this complicated bleſſing vouch-. 
ſafed to us, ſince we became a nation, —_— 5 
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as the greateſt of national deliverances, 0 1 
| liverance. from darkneſs ant} idolatry, bythe: con- 
veyance of the light which Chriſtianity brought 
Wah it into Britain, ſo early as in the ane, of : 
the apoſtles themſelves; or, at furtheſt, wt ma. 1 

ny years after their dean. 
Tho' chis might ſeem a bl 1 conveyed and 
offered to us in common with other parts bf. the 
world; yet when you reflect upon this As à re- 
mote corner of the earth in reſpect to Jadea; 3 
its ſituation and inacceſſibleneſs as an iſland; the 
little that was then known of navigation, or car- 
ried on of commerce; the large tract of, land 
which to this day remains unhallowed with the 
name of CHRIS T, and almoſt in the neighbour- 
hood of where the firſt er of Na were 
ſounded: one canno 
Gop, and remark a more particular Providence 
in its conveyance and eftabliſhment here, than 
amongſt other nations upon the continent . 
where, tho the oppoſitions from error and pre- 
judice were equal, it nee een inpe - 
diments to encoun te. 
Hiſtorians and ſtateſmen, iv þ hi 'gelenlly u rek 
every where for the cauſes of events, but 1 in the 
pleaſure of Him who diſpoſes of wem, ma make 
different reflections upon this. 7 8 may con ; 
ſider it a matter incidental, broughtto paſs by 


the fortuitous ambition, ſucceſs and ſettlement of 
the Romans here it appearing, that in Claudi- 
us's reign, whe - Chriſtianity: began to get foot- _ 


ing in Rome, that near eighty thouſand of that 
city and Nane were fixed in this ifland: as this 
made a free communication bet wirt the two pla- { 
cen the : way for the goſpel v was in courſe open, 
and 
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m and eafy to be accounted for, and yet, never-: | 
theleſs, providential. ” God often ſuffers us to 

| 12 the devices of 'our hearts, whilſt he tur 

the courſe of them, like the! river of water ia 

| bountiful purpoſes. Thus, he might, make that. + 
purſuit of glory inherent in the Romans the en i 

| Kine to, adyapce his own, and eſtabliſh it here 
might make the. wickedneſs of the earth ao: 

0 nt own Tighteouſpeſs, by ſuffering them to _— 
bers 4 while beyond their proper 1 till 9 
his purpoſes were fulfilled, and, then put bis hook 3 
into their noftrils, and lead thoſe wild beaſts of 

rey back again into their own land. 
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from the danger, of being totally ſmothered and 
| extinguiſhed, by that vaſt ſwarm of barbarous na- — 
tions, which came down upon us from the north, 
and ſhook the world like a tempeſt; changing 
names and cuſtoms, and language and govern- | 
met, and almoſt the very face of nature where - 
ever they fixed. That our religion Thould be pre- 
ſerved at all, when every thing elſe ſeemed to 
periſh, ts was capable of change z 3 or, that it 
ſhould not be hurt under that mighty weight 755 
ruins, beyond the x recovery of its former dea | 
and ftrength the whole can be aſcribed to 
caiſe ſo 1 0 as this, Tha 
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had from time to time introduced into it, * OT, 
Since the day in which this reformation was K 5 — 
gan, by how many ſtrange and critical turns has 


it been perfected AF handed down, if not 103 Ä 


without ſpot or wrinkle, at leaſt, ee n 


Even the blow which was "ſuffered te to fall 1 upon 
it ſhortly after, in that period where our hiſtory 
looks fo unlike herſelf, ſtained, _ Mary, by thee, 
and disfigured with blood : can, one reflect upon 
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it, without adoring the Providence of Gop, which 


ſo ſpeedily ſnatched the ſword of perſecution out j 
of her hand, making her en as ſhort as it, Was 


| mercileſs. _ 


If Gop OR, ade us, as 1 did . rhe! | 
ſunk honey out of the rock, and oil out of. the 
flinty rock, how much more ſignal was his mer- : 


cy in giving them to us without money, without 


price, in thoſe good days which followed, when 


a long and a wiſe reign was as neceſſary to build 


up our church, as a ſhort one, Rs) e to ſave 
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and it was granted. | 
Gop having multiplied the years * that renown-, 
ed princeſs to an uncommon number, giving her 
time, as well as a heart, to fix a wavering per- 


 ſecuted people, and ſettle them upon ſuch a foun-; 
dation, as muſt, make them happy; the touch. 


ſtone- by which they are to be iel, whom Go 
has entruſted with the care of kingdoms. 1 
' Bleſſed be thy glorious name for ever and ever, 
in making that teſt ſo much eaſier for the Britiſh, 
tha nces of this earth ; whoſe ſubjects, 
es they have felt, have ſel- 
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5 is a traitor to his 


he riſe 400 fall of: nations ; 3 the contrary if rea- i — 
man will ever be found, to be the "=" 
- | patriot and the beſt ſubject: and tho an in- "ah 1 
||  dividual may ſay, What can myrighteouſneſs pro: 

fit: a nation of 5 it may be Wise That 3 


ne tag eaſt, W. i h 1 1s thik; | | . 
3 9 : ; 5 11308 
d . * 14 
3 by 
. ? : 3 - 
4 K 1 ; $ — 5 : 
© : F 
- % * * 4 8 
* 4 5 F * 
5 4 * *Y 
f : - ; 5 4 5 N 
- 5 > KY # x * 
4 > * * ” x „ 5 
E ; +. p vB + £ . 4 
« * 1 * — * 3 fy - 4 5 
0 1 4 2 * 
* 4 p 2 4 ks ny 
g . 2 2 , * a a 4 
"4 A þ Pp 3 — 3 
5 be 4 4 £ ir Mig - = 
1 * * 1 1 * 7 * % . » 3 
o 4 hi * 
FX = = 
* q 3 * 4 * + Oo 7 
9 ** 18 
g ST * 2 . : : 
. Os 5 145 * « * S 
£ 22 0 PR 
. A * . 33. 6 A . — 
7 | © 
4 . 4 an — 
x 
: Moth. Os * : 
- a E 
«x 5 4 £ * * 
* „ * 4 1 
- wh . 
n os — Z% 
* * % * 
25 * 8 * i : 
* '4 
* — 5 L — 
. = 1 
» 
T . 3 7 
5 by ” 
* 5 — 
OY — 
— „ Py — * F * 
* > 
„ 
* 
* e > : 
FS. — 8 - l bo 
* = % * 5 
F . 
4 1 5 — . 
— , 3 Ps 
* — 
* * 
* be — b I 
. * 7 > FI 
* fo . 
174 2 "+2 
. * * 3 Fe 2 
: 7 s * 
A y ; 8 8 
E * * 8 2 1 's * 
« — + A 270 
* — +» * - 
: \ = 
q 1 , OE SS ; 7 — . — 
x : 5 ; 
* * 4 * 
+ , % We Mk * 
4 4 £ 22. 
of - LA” 3 * 
4 4 , *; 30ETS 8 * 5 
4 * 
* * F * 
- * 
—. * 
- ; 7 3 


IS 11498 5 
Peg. * 3 ö a 
8 ; : 
ry” En nes | ED} 
of r f | | 

1 * 

* 1 
. "4 


8 


3 
UE IS 
FER Hs 


8 
N 
whe. H 


"DN... 
„ 
KISS 


I 
PS TIL 


